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TITLE FOUBTH. 



SCHOOL OF THE BATTALION. 

FmitaHon of ik4 BaUaUtm. 

1. EmtT colonel will labor to halntnato hk 
bftttalion to fotm Un« of hatde, hj night as well 
as by day, with the gtealest possible piomptitada. 
' 2. !nie oolor-eompany will generally be desig- 
nated as the direotinir oompanT. Thai as soon as 
fbfmed, will b^ plaoed on the dtreotion the eolonel 
miay have determined for tfafe line of battle. The 
other eompanies will form on it, to tiie right and 
left, On the principles "of sncoessiTe formatioaB 
which will be herein prescribed. 

3. The color-bearer may have reoeived the octe 
from the htods of the colonel ; but if there be 
daylight, and time, the color will be produced with 
due sdiemnity. 

O&n^paiUionandmmxikofik0eolot-€9Odrt. 

4. When the battalkm tonM ont nnder amf 
attd tiie color is wanted, a oampaay, otbar Oms 
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6 •OHOOL OF THl BATTAUOIT— FART I. 

that )f the color, will he put in march to reoeiTi 
and Moort it. 

5« The march will he in the following order, in 
auiek time, and without music ; the field music, 
n>llowed hy the hand ; the escort in column hy 
platoon, right in front, with anns on tiie right 
shoulder, and the color-hearer hetween the ]^a- 
' toons. 

6. Arriyed in front of the tent or quarters of the 
colonel, the escort will form line, the field music 
and hand on the right, and arms will be brought 
to a shoulder. 

7. The moment the escort is in line, the color- 
bearer, preceded by the first lieutenant, and fol- 
lowed by a sergeant of the escort, will go to 
recdye the color. 

8. When the color-bearer shall come out, fol- 
lowed by the lieutenant and sergeant, he will halt 
before the entrance ; the escort will present arms, 
and the field music will sound io the color, 

9. After some twenty seconds, the captun will 
cause the sound to cease, arms to be shouldered* 
and then break by platoon into column; the color- 
bearer will place himself between the platoons, 
and the lieutenant and sergeant will resume the! 
poets. 

10. The escort will march ba& to the battalion 
to the found of music in <|uick time, and in the 
same order as aboye, the guide on the right. The 
march will be so conducted that when the escort 
arriyes at one hundred and fifty paces in front of 
the right of the battalion, the airection of the 
OHOoh will be parallel to its front, and when the 
^aelorwniyes nearly opposite its place in line, tba 
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right gaide will direct himself on the eealff oif Ibt 



ngbt gaid 



BMcr^ptrid to ihe eohr. 



11. Armed at the dietanct ef tirentj paoee fre«i 
tiie bftttalioa, the escort will halt, and the wnsio 
oease; the colonel will place himself six paces 
before the centre of the battalion, tiie color-bearer 
will approach the colonel, by the flront, in quick 
time ; when at the distance of ten paces, he will 
halt: the cobnel will cause arms to be presented, 
and to the color to be sounded, which being exe- 
cuted, the color-bearer will take his place m tlie 
fbnt rank of tlie color-guard, and the battalion, 
by command, shoulder arms. 

12 T%e es0ortk field music, and band, will return 
in quick time to their several places in line of 
battle, marching by the rear of the ^tUiion. 

13. The color will be escorted back to the 
colonel's tent or quarters in the above order. 

Ofnerol Biilu amd DitMm qf ika School qf 1h$ 
BaiUdiam. 

14. This school has for its object the instruction 
of battalions singly, and thus to prepare them for 
manoeuvres in line. The harmony so indispensa- 
ble in the movements of many battalions, can 
only be attained by the use of the same commands, 
the same principles, and the same means of exe- 
cution. Hence, all colonels and actual com- 
nanders of battalions will conform themselves, 
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li^F^ %($ fMMribed. 

15. When a battalion instraoted in ^Hiis 4x^ 
ihall manoetiffe m lhle» the «Qkm^ will regulate 
its moTements, as prescribed in the third Tolame 
of the Tactm lor lMtt?7 ittlMtlry. 

W. The school of the battidion nffl be divided 
hito 9te parte. 

17. The first will comprehend opening and 
closing rank8» and the execution of tne dmerent 
fires. 

18. The second, the different modes of passing 
itovBk the order in battle, to the order in oofuouu 

19. The thirds the march in oohumi» and the 
other moyements incident thereto^ 

20. The iburth, tike different modee of passing 
from the order in column to the order In battle. 

21. The fifth will comprehend the march in Hue 
of battle, ii^ advance and in retreat ; the passage 
of defiles in retreat ; the inarch by the flank ; tne 
formation by file into line of battle; the change 
of front r ioe oolupin doubled on the oentve;^ de- 
positions against catalrj) tfie rally, and rales fi»r 
manoouTring by the rear rank. 
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fAB^ rtRST. 
(^tfi^ aiuifcloniMrmn^t and ike exeeuHon <fA$ 

2b igMH oiMi to cZose fon^. 

22. The colonel, wishinls the ranks to be openedt 
willoommand; 

L Brepareiocfen ranks. 

23L At ibis command, the lieutenant colonel 
and major will place themselTes on the right of 
the battalion, the first on the flank of the file 
olosers, and the second fimr paces firom tlie front 
rank of the battalion. 

24. These dispositions being made, the colonel 
will command: 

£ fbll«9«ar,igM»4Mttr^ ^^MMmm* ' 

25. At the second cOTunand, the oo?«riag se^ 
mtiiAM, imd the aei^toBtrOtt Ihisleltof the battalion, 
wfflri^aoe themselftss four paces in rear of the 
front rank, aniL opttostte their plaops in line of 
bi^e, in order to mark the new alignment of the 
rear rank ; they will be aligned by the migor on 
the left sergeaatof the battalion, who wiU be carc- 
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10 MBML «r m B4TfM«illr-«4OT#« 

All to place himself exactly foar paces ui rear of 
the froDt rank, and to hold his piece between the 
eyes, erect and inverted, the better to indicate to 
the major the direction to be given to the covering 
sergeants. 

26. At the command marchf the rear rank and 
the file closers will step to the rear without connt- 
ing steps ; the men will pass a little in rear of the 
line traced for this rank, halt, and dresp forward 
on the covering sergeants, who will align correctly 
the men of their respective companies. 

27. The file closers will fall back and preserve 
the distance of two paces fVom the rear rank, 
glancing eyes to the ri^ht ; the lientenant colonel 
will, from the right, align them on .the file closer 
of the left, who, having placed himself accurately 
two paces from the rear rank, will invert his piece, 
and hold it up erect between his eyes, the better 
to be seen by the lieutenant colonel. 

26. The colonel, seeing the ranks aligned, will 
command: 

4. Front. 

At thia command, the lievtanuit colooeU major, 
and the left sergeant, will retake their places in 
line of battle. 

29. The colonel will cause the ranks to be clos«3 
by the commands pres^bed for the instroctof in 
tiie sdiool of the company, No. 28. 
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AeTIOLI I^KOirBb 

Jinmal ((f ormt. 

30. The ruikt being eloeed, the eolonel will 
esase the following times and pauses to be 
wtedt 

Prtseni armt* Shmddet arms. 

Order arms. Shoulder came. 

Support arms. Shoulder orma, 

. Fix bayontL Shoulder amu. 

Charge bayonet. Shoulder arma. 

Uf^ hayomd. Shoulder arm$. 



Articli Thibd. 
Loading at wiUf and ihe Firinge. 

81. The colonel will next canse to be exeenled 
loading at will, by the commands furescribed in 
the school of the company No. 45 ; the offieevs 
and sergeants in the ranks will half face to the 
'»^t with the mrai at the eighth time of loa^ng, 
and will face to the front when the men next le 
them come to a shoulder. 

32. The colonel will cause to be executed the 
fire by company, the fire by wing, the fire bj bat- 
talion, the fire by file, and the fire by ranK bj 
(he commands to be herein indicated. 

3%. Tl^fif» by company and the fire by file will 
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ftlwajt be direct ; the Are bj battelion, the fire bj 
wing, and the fin bj nak, miy be either direct 
or obliqae. 

34. When the fiie on^t to be obli^ne. the 
eolonel will giTe, at OTery ronnd, the cantion righi 
i9t l^jMipm, between the eomnnuida rMkfy and 



35. The fire by oompany will be exeemtedal- 
temately by the right and left oompaniee of each 
diyieion^ at if the diTision were alone. The right 
oompany will fire first ; the captain of the left will 
not fire his first oommand till he diall see one or 
two pieoes at a ready in the right oompany; the 
captain of the latter, after the mt diseharge, will 
obsenre the same rule in respect to the left oom- 
pany ; and the fire will thus be oontinoed alter- 
nately. 

36. The colonel will obsenre the same rule in 
the firing by wing; 

37. The fire by file will commence in all the 
companioi at oxice, and will be executed as has 
been prescribed in the school of the company No. 

•tt «nd fellowingi The £re by rank wilt' be eze- 
oulted by each rank alternate^, as has been pre- 
•enbed in the school of tiM company Kik 56 and 
ibllowinff. 

88. The color-goard will not fire, but rescnn 
Uself for the defence of the color. 

89. ^e colonel, wishing the fire by company 
IC be executed, wiU command : 
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^4^' Alrille ilft* cdvami^d^ tfa» daptaiw •tut 
eovering sergeants will take tbe pontiont iadk^ 
sated in the school of the company No. 49. 

41. The color and its g«ard will step back at 
the same time, so as to bring the front rank of tht 
ffiuird»iaa line witb tke rear rank of the baMiMU 
This rule is general for aU the differmUfiring** 

42. At the second command, the odd numbered 
eompaniei will eommenoe to fire ; their oaptaias 
will each eive llie copimands prescribed m the 
school of the company No. 50, observing to pre" 
cede the command company by that of first, thirds 
fifthf or seventh, according to the number of each* . 

43. The captaine of the even nambered oomp»- 
nies will give» in their tom» tbe same commandi* 
observing to preieede them 1^ the number of their 
respective companies. 

44. In order that the odd nnsibfred companiee 
may not all fire at once, their captains will eb> 
serve, but only for the first discharge, to gire the 
command ^r« one after another ; thus, the captain 
of the third company, will not give the command 
^re until he has heard the fire of the first com* 
pany; the captain of the fifth will observe the 
same rule witn respect to the third, and the cap- 
tain of the seventh the same rule with respect to 
tftefifUi. 

45. The colonel will cause the fire to cease 1^' 
the sound to cease firing; at this sound, the men 
will execute what is prescribed in the scbod of 
the company No. <^ ; at the sound, for officers te 
take their places after firing, the captains, cover> 
ing aeigeaali^ mA tf okffg«aff d» wiU pstes^pdy.^ 

TOL. II.— 2 rooalp 
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Aeir i4acM in Hna of bttOe: Mi ftd$4$ 
gmtnlfir m Ihefaingf. 

Thifire by wing. 

46. When tbe colonel shall wish this fire to b« 
eveoated, he will command : 

1. Fire bv wing. 2. Bight wing. 8. Bmahht. 
i. Aix. 5. Firs. 6. Load. 

47. The colonel will cause the wings to fire al- 
ternately, and he will recommence the fire by the 
commands, 1. Right wing; 2. Aim; 3. Fire; 4. 
Load. 1. Left wing; 2. Aim; 3; Firi; 4. Load; 
in conforming to what is prescribed No. 35. 

Thejtre by battalton. 

48. The colonel will cause this fire to be eze- 
ented bv tbe commands last prescribed, snbsd* 
tnting for the first two, 1. Fire by battalion: 2, 
Battalion. 

The fire by file. 

49. To cause this to bo executed, the eoloMl 
iriUoommand: 

L Fire byJUe. 2. Battalion. 3. Biadt. 
4. Oommeneefiring. 

MO. 4t the fooith mmmmif flio fire will oofli- 
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'-piart. 15 

■riiiie <m Ibe riglil cf Meb oompai^, Mprewrlbed 
in ^le 8«hool of lb« eompan j No. 57. The oolonel 
way, if be tlmikt ptopet, oaugo the fire to ooni* 
onnee on the right of eaeh platoon. 

TMfirt by rank. 

51. To oanse this fire to be execntedy the colonel 
win eommand: 

1. Fire by rank. 2. Battalion. 3. Riadt. 

4. Bear rank, 5. Anc. 5. Fiiii. 

7. LoAO. 

52. This fire will be executed as has been ex* 
nlained in the school of the company No. 59, in 
rollowins the progression prescribed for the two 
ranks which should fire alternately. 

Tojire hy the rear rank. 

53* When the colonel shall wish the battalion 
to fire to the rear, he will command : 

L Face hy ike rear rank, 2. Battdlum. 
3. Alwut^VxeE. 

54. At the first command, the captuns, coyer- 
ing sergeants, and file closers will execute what 
has been prescribed in the school of the company 
No. 59 ; the edor-bearer will pass into the rear rank, 
and for this purpose, the corporal of his file i^ 
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tffep bel(ffo the «OTi^aril oe^ on Ub rid* to iHlte 
oolor^b^aver pa$8, and wiU the* take liift plaet in. 
tt^ front rank; tlie lieuleiiaBl oqIoiiaI, adtata^ 
major, sergeant major, and the moaie ^frill pboa 
themselvet before the front rank, and face to the 
rear, each opposite his place in Uie line of battle 
— the first two passing around the right, and the 
others aroand the left of the battalion. 

55. At the third command, the battalion will^ 
face about; the captains and covering sergeants 
observing what is prescribed in the school of t)ie 
company No, 70. 

56. The battalion facing thus by the rear rank, 
the colonel will cause it to execute the different 
fires by the same commands as if it were faeed by 
the front rank. 

57. . The right and left wings will retain the 
same designations, although niced abont; thit. 
companies also will preserve their former designik 
tions, Mfirsif iecona^ Mrd, Ao. 

58. The fire by file will commence on the left 
of each company, now become the right 

59. The fire by rank will commence by tfaa^ 
front rank, now become the rear rank. This rank 
will preserve its denomination. 

fiO. The captains, covering sergeants, and coloiv 
guard will, at the first command given hj the 
colonel, take Uie places prescribed for them in the 
fires, with the front rank lea(ting. 

61. The colonel, afler firing to the rear, wishmg 
to &oe the battalion to its pr<^r front, will oon« 
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1. Face by the front rank, 2. Battalion, 
3. About^YACE. 

62. At these commands, the battalion will re* 
turn to its proper front by the means prescribed 
Nos. 54 and 55. 

63. The lire by file being that most used in war, 
the colonel will give it the preference in the pre- 
paratory exercises, in order that the battalion may 
he brought to execute it with the greatest possible 
regularity. 

64. When the colonel may wish to give some 
relaxation to the battalion, without breaking the 
ranks, he will execute what has been prescribed 
in the school of the company Nos. 37 and 38 or 
Nos. 39 and 40. 

65. When the colonel shall wish to cause arma^ 
to be stacked, he will bring the battalion to 
ordered arms, and then command : 

1. Stack — Arms. 2. Break ranks. 
3. March. 

66. The colonel wishing the men to return to 
ilie ranks, will cause attention to be sounded, at 
which the battalion will re-form behind the stacks- 
of arms. The sound being finished,, the colonel 
after causing the stacks to be broken, wiU oom* 
mand: 

Battalion. 
2» B 
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IS 80BOOL or THE BATTAUOH— PAET II. 

67. At this command, the men will fix ih«ir 
attention, and remain immovable. 



PART SEOOND. 

Different modes of passing from the order in battle 
to the order in column. 

Articls First. 

7b break to ihe right or the left into column, 

68. Lines of battle will habitually break into 
column by company; they may also break by 
division or by platoon. 

69. It is here supposed that the colonel wishes 
to break by company to the right ; he will com- 
mand: 

1. Btf company, right wheel, 2. March (or doubU 
quick — March). 

70. At the first command, each captain will 
place himself rapidly before the centre of his com- 
pany, and caution it that it has to wheel to the 
right; each covering sergeant wi]l replace hit 
captain in the front rank. 

71. At the command march^ each company will 
break to the right, according to the principles pre* 
scribed in the school of the company No. 173 ; each 
captain will conform himself to what is prescribed 
for the chiefs of platoon ; the left guide, as soon aa 
he can pass, will place himself on the left of the 
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•OBOOL or THB BATTALIOK^PAET TU 19 

front rank to condaot the marching flank, and 
when he shall have approached near to the per- 
pendicular, the captain will command: 1. Suck 
company. 2. HaAt. 

7^. At the second command, which will be 
riven at the instant the left guide shall be at the 
distance of three paces from the perpendicular, 
the company will halt ; the guide will aayance and 
place his left arm lightly against the breast of the 
captain, who will establish him on the alignment 
of the man who has faced to the right ; the cover- y 
ine sergeant will place himself correctly on the ) 
alignment on the ri^ht of that man ; which being 
executed, the captain will align his company by 
the left, command Front, ana place himself two 
paces before its centre. 

73. The captains having commanded Front, the 
guides, although some of them may not be in the 
direction of the preceding guides, will stand fast, 
in order that the error of a company that has 
wheeled too much or too little may not be propa- 
gated ; the guides not in the direction will readily 
come into it when the column is put in march. 

74. A battalion in line of battle will break into 
column by company to the left, according to the 
same principles, and by inverse means ; the cover- 
ing sergeant of each company will conduct the 
marching flank, and the lett guide will place him* 
self on the left of the front rank at the moment 
the company halts. 

75. When the battalion breaks by division, the 
indication division will be substituted in the com* 
mands for that of company; the chief of each divi- 
•ion (the senior oaptam) will conform himself €o 
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20 SCHOOL or THI BATTALION—PART H. 

what 18 prescribed for the chief of company, and 
will place himself two paces before the centre of 
his oivision ; the junior captain, if not already 
there, will place himself in th^ interral between 
the two companies in jbhe front rank, and be 
coTered by the covering sergeant of the left com- 
pany in the rear rank. The right guide of the 
right company will be the right guide, and the left 

fuide of the left company, the left guide of the 
ivision. 

76. When the battalion shall break by platoon 
to the right or to the left, each first lieutenant will 
pass around the left of his company to place him- 
self in front of the second platoon, and for this 
purpose, each covering sergeant, except the one 
of the right company, will step, for the moment, 
in rear of the right file of his company. 

77. When the battalion breaks by division to 
the right, and there is an odd company, the cap- 
tain of this company, (the left), after wheeling 
into column, will cause it to oblique to the left, 
halt it at company distance from the preceding 
division, place his left guide on the direction of the 
column, and then align his company by the left. 
When the line breaks by division to the left, the 
odd company will be in front; its captain, having 
wheeled it into column, will cause it to oblique to 
the right, halt it at division distance from the divi- 
sion next in the rear, place his right guide on the 
direction of the other guides, and align the com- 
pany by the right. 

7o. The battalion being in column, the lieute- 
nant colonel and major will place themselves on 
the directing flank, the first abreast with the lead- 
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SCHOOL Of TBI BATTALION — PABT II. 21 

ing subdivision, and the other abreast with the 
last, and both six paces from the flank. The adju- 
tant will be near the lieutenant colonel, and w0 
sergeant major near the major. 

70. The colonel will have no fixed place as the 
instructor of his battalion ; but in columns com- 

Eosed of many battalions, he will place himself 
abitually on the directing flank fifteen or twenty 
paces from the guides, and abreast with the centre 
of his battalion. 

80. When the colonel shall wish to move the 
column forward without halting it, he will caution 
the battalion to that effect, and command : 

Ir By company, rigid wheel, 2. March (or double 
quick — March). 

81. At the first command, the captains of com- 
panies will execute what is prescribed for breaking 
Ukto column from a halt. 

82. At the second command, they will remain 
in front of their companies to superintend the 
movement ; the companies will wheel to the right 
on fixed pivots as indicated in the school of the 
company No. 185 ; the left guides will conform to 
what is prescribed above ; when they shall arrive 
near the perpendicular, the colonel will com* 
mand: 

3. Forwxrd. 4. March. 5. Guide l^ 

83. At the third command, each covering ser- 
geant will place himself by the right side of the 
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man on the right of the front rank of his company. 
At the fourth command, which will be given at the 
instant the wh^l is completed, the companies will 
cease to wheel and march straight forward. J£i 
the fifth, the men will take the touch of elbows to 
the left. The leading guide will march in the di- 
rection indicated to him by the lieutenant colonel. 
The guides will immediately conform themselves 
to the principles of the march in column, school 
of the company, No. 200 and following. 

84. If the battalion be marching in line of 
battle, the colonel will cause it to wheel to the 
right or left, by the same commands and the same 
means ; but he should previously caution the bat- 
talion that it is to continue the march. 

85. A battalion in line of battle will break into 
column by company to the left, according to the 
same principles and by inverse means ; the cover- 
ing sergeant of each company will condodt the 
marching flank, and the left guides will place 
themselves on the left of their respective compa- 
nies at the command ^onoard. 

86. When a battalion has to prolong itdelf in 
column towards the right or left, or has to direct 
its march in column perpendicularly or diagonally 
in front, or in rear of either flank, the colonel will 
caase it to break by company to the right or left, 
as has just been prescribed ; but when the line 
breaks to the right, in order to march towards the 
left, or the reverse, the colonel will command: 
Break to the right to march to the left, or break to 
the left to march to the right, before giving the 
command, by company, right (or left) wheel. As 
•oon as ihQ battalion is broken, the lieutenaxti 
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eolonel will place a marker abreast with the right 
guide of the leading oompanj. The instant the 
eolamn is pat in motion, this company will wheel 
to the left (or right) march ten paces to the front 
without changing the guide, and wheel again to 
the left (or right.) The second wheel being oom* 
pleted, the captain will immediately command 
guide left (or right) The guide of this company 
will march in a direction parallel to the euides of 
the column. The lieutenant colonel will be care* 
ful to place a sevond marker at the point where 
the first company is to change direction the second 
time. 

Article Sicono. 

To break to the rear^ by the right or lefif ini$ 
column, and to advance or retire by the right or 
l^ of companies. 

87. When the colonel shall wish to cause the 
battalion to break «to the rear, by the right, into 
column by company, he will command : 

I, By the right of companies to the rear inU 
column. 2. Battalion riaht^¥ ace. 3. Makch 
(or double ^uteJb— Makch). 

88. At the first command, each captain will 
place himself before the centre of his company, and 
rauition it to face to the right ; the coToring ser- 
geants will step into the front rank. 
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89. At the second command, the battalion wilk 
face to the right ; each captain will hasten to the 
right of his company, and break two files to the 
rear ; the first file will break the whole depth of 
the two ranks ; the second file less ; which being 
executed, the captain will place himself so that 
his breast may touch lightly the left arm of the 
front rank man of the last file in the company next 
on the right of his own. The captain or the right 
company will place himself as if there were a 
company on his right, and will align himself on 
the other captains. The coyering sergeant of 
each company will break to the rear with the 
right files, and place himself before the front rank 
of the first file, to conduct him. 

90. At the command march, the first file of 
each company will wheel to the right ; the cover- 
ing sergeant, placed before this file, will conduct 
it perpendicularly to the rear. The other files will 
come successively to wheel on the same spot. The 
captains will stand fast, see their companies file 
past, and at the instant the last file shall have 
wheeled, each captain will command : 

1. Such company, 2. Halt. 3. Front. 
4. ie/Jl— Dbbss. 

91. At the instant the company faces to the 
front, its left guide will place himself so that his 
iefb arm may touch lightly the breast of his cap- 
lain. 

92. At the fourth command, the company will 
align itself on its left guide, the captain so airect- 
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ing it, thai the new alignment maybe perpendiou 
Uur to that which the company had oocnpied in 
line of battle, and, the better to judge this, he will 
step back two paces from the flank. 

93. The company being aligned, the oaptun 
will command : Tkont, and take his place befort 
its centre. 

94. The battalion marching in line of battle^ 
when the colonel shall wish to break into colamn 
by company, to the rear, by the right, he will 
command: 

1. By the right of companies to the rear inid 
column. 2. Battalion^ by the right fiank. 3. 
March (or double quick — Maroh). 

95. At the first command, each captain will step 
briskly in front of the centre of his company, ana 
caution it to face by the right flank, 

96. At' the command march, the battalion will 
face to the right ; each captain will move rapidly 
to the ri^ht of his company and cause it to break 
to the right ; the first file of each company will 
wheel to the right, and the covering sergeant 
placed in front of this file will conduct it perpen- 
dicularly to the rear ; the other files will wneel 
successively at the same place as the first The 
captains will see their companies file past tl\^m ; 
when the last files have wheeled, the colonel will 
command : 

3. BatkHum, by the leftflank—UAMctu 
4 Guide l^. 
y<»Hii.— 3 
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97. At the oommand march, the oorapanies wIH 
face to the left, and march in column in the new 
direction. The captains will place themselves in 
front of the centres of their respective companies. 
At the fourth command, the guides will conform 
to the principles of the march in column; the 
leading one will move in the direction indicated 
to him by the lieutenant colonel. The men will 
take the touch of elbows to the left. 

98. To break to the rear by the left, the colonel 
will ^ive the same commands as in the case of 
brealung to the rear by the right, substituting the 
indication left, for that of rigni, 

99. The movement will be executed. according 
to the same principles. Each captain will hasten 
to the left of his company, cause the first two files 
to break to the rear, and then place his breast 
against the right file of the company next on the 
left of his own, in the manner prescribed above. 

100. As soon as the two files break to the rear, 
the left guide of each company will place himself 
before the front rank man of the headmost file, to 
conduct him. 

101. The instant the companies face to the front, 
the right guide of each will place himself so that 
his right arm may lightly touch the breast of his 
eaptain. 

1Q2. The battalion may be broken V^J^isifiiflli 
to the rear, bv the right or left, in like manner ; 
in this case, the indication divinons will be substi- 
tuted, in the first command, for that of companies; 
the chiefs of division will conform themselves to 
what is prescribed for the chiefs of company. The 
junior captain in each division will place himself, 
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when ihd diyision fiioes to a flank, by the side of 
the covering sergeant of the left company, who 
steps ioto the front rank. 

103. If there be an odd number of companits, 
and the battalion breaks by diyision to the- rear, 
whether by the right or left, the captain of the 
left company will conform to what is presoribtd 
No. 77. 

104 This manner of breaking into column 
being at once the most prompt and regular, will 
be preferred on actual service, unless there be 
some particular reason for breaking to the front 

105. If the battalion be in line and at a halt, 
and the colonel should wish to advance or retire 
by the right of companies, he will command: 

1. J5y the right oj^ companies to the front (or rear). 
2. Battalion, right— Fac^. 3. March (or double 
^tcA;— Masch). 4. Guide rights (2^) cr {cen- 
tre). 

106. At the first command, each captain will 
move rapidly two paces in front of the centre of 
his company, and caution it to face to the right ; 
the covering sergeants will replace the captains in 
the front rank. 

107. At the second command, the battalion will 
fkce to the right, and each captain moving ooickly 
to the rieht of his company will cause nles to 
break to toe front, according to the principles in- 
dicated No. 89. 

108. At the command marcht each captain 
placing himself on the left of his loading guide 
will conduct his company perpendicularly to the 
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original line. At the fourth command, the guide 
of each company will dress to the right, left, or 
centre, according to the indication given, taking 
care to preserve accurately his distance. 

109. if the colonel should wish to move to the 
front, or rear, by the left of companies, the move- 
ment will be executed by the same means and tiie 
same commands, substituting left for right. 

110. If the battalion be in march, and the 
colonel should wish to advance or retire by the 
right of companies, he will command : 

1. By the right of companies to the front (or rear). 
2. BattcUiany by the right ilank, 3. March (or 
double quick — March). 4. Guide right (10) or 

• (cerUre). 

111. Which will be executed according to the 
principles and means prescribed Nos. 95 and fol- 
lowing, and 106 and following. At the first com* 
mand, the color and general guides will take their 
places as in column. 

112. If the colonel should wish to advance or 
retire by the left of companies, the movement will 
be executed by the same means and the same com- 
mands, substituting left for right, 

113. If the battalion be advancing by the ri^ht 
or left of companies, and the colonel should wish 
to form line to the front, he will command : 

I. By companies into line, 2. March (or daUbU 
quick — March). 3. Guide centre. 
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114. At the command marchj briskly repeated 
by the captains, each company will be formed into 
Une, as prescribed in the school of the company, 
No. 154. 

115. At the third command, the color and gene- 
ral gaides will move rapidly to their places in line, 
as will be hereinafter prescribed No. 405. 

116. If the battalion be retiring by the rieht or 
left of companies, and the colonel should wish to 
fbrm line feeing the enemy, he will first cause the 
companies to face about while marching, and ira< 
mediately form in line by the commands and means 
prescribed Nos. 113 and following. 



Article Third. 
To ploy the battalion into close column. 

117. This movement may be executed by com- 
pany or by division, on the right or left subdivi- 
sion, or on any other subdivision, right or left in 
fn)nt. 

118. The examples in this school will suppose 
the presence of four divisions, with directions for 
an odd company ; but what will be prescribed for 
four, will serve equally for two, three or five divi- 
sions. 

119. To ploy the battalion into close column by 
division in rear of the first, the colonel will com- 
mand: 

3* 
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1. Close column, by division, 2. On ihejirst dtm" 
sion, right in front. 3. Battalion^ right — ^Faci. 
4. March (or double quick — March). 

120. At the second command, all the chiefs of 
division will place themselves before the centres 
of their divisions ; the chief of the first will cau- 
tion it to stand fast; the chiefs of the three others 
will remind them that they will have^to face to 
the right, and the covering sergeant of the right 
company of each division will replace his captain 
in the front rank, as soon as the latter steps oat. 

121. At the third command, the last three divi- 
sions will face to the right ; the chief of each divi- 
sion will hasten to its right, and cause files to be 
broken to the rear, as indicated No. 89 ; the right 
guide will break at the same time, and nlace him- 
self before the front rank man of the nrst file, to 
conduct him, and each chief of division will plao e 
himself by the side of this guide. 

122. The moment these divisions face to the 
right, the junior captain in each will place him- 

) self on the left of the covering sergeant of the left 
i company, who will place himself in the front rank. 

This rule is general for aU the ployments by divi' 

tion, 

123. At the command march, the chief of the 
first division will add, guide left; at this, its left 
guide will place himself on its left, as soon as the 
movement of the second division may permit, and 
the file closers will advance one pace upon the 
rear rank. 
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124. All the other divisions, each oondaoted bj 
its chief, will step off together, to take their places 
in the oolomn ; the second will gain, in wheeling 
by file to the rear, the space of six paces, which 
ought to separate its guiae from the guide of the 
first division, and so direct its march as to enter 
the column on a line parallel to this division ; the 
third and fourth divisions will direct themselves 
diagonally towards, but a little in rear of, the 
points at which they ought, respectively, to enter 
the column ; at six paces from the left flank of the 
column, the head of each of these divisions will 
incline a little to the left, in order to enter the 
column as has just been prescribed for the second, 
taking care also to leave the distance of six paces 
between its guide and the guide of the preceding 
division. At the moment the divisions put them- 
selves in march to enter the column, the file closers 
of each will incline to the left, so as to bring 
themselves to the distance of a pace from the rear 
rank. 

125. Each chief of these three divisions will 
conduct his division till lie shall be upjifith. Ihe 

aide of the directing one ; the chief will then 
imsclf halt, see his division file past, and halt it 
the instant the last file shall have passed, com- 
manding: 1. Such division; 2. Halt; 3. Front: 
4. 24/iJ— Dress. 

126. At the second command, the division will 
halt ; the left guide will place himself promptly 
on the direction, six paces from the guide which 
precedes him, in order that, the column being 
formed, the divisions may be separated the dis- 
tance of four paoes. 
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127. At the third command, the division will 
fkce xo the front ; at the fourth, it will be aligned 
b^ its chief, who will place himself two paces out- 
side of his guide, and direct the alignment so that 
his division may be parallel to that which pro- 
cedes — which being done, he will command. 
Front and place himself before the centre of his 
division. 

128. If any division, after the command fronts 
be not at its proper distance, and this can only 
hajjpon through the negligence of its chief, such 
division will reijiain in its place, in order that the 
fault may not be propagated. 

129. The colonel will superintend the execution 
of the movement, and cause the prescribed prin- 
ciples to be observed. 

130. The lieutenant colonel, placing himself in 
succession in rear of the left guides, will assure 
them on the direction as they arrive, and then 
move to his place outside of the left flank of the 
column six paces from, and abreast with, the first 
division. In assuring the guides on the direction, 
he will be a mere observer, unless one or more 
should fail to cover exactly the guide or guides 
already established. This rule is general, 

131. The major will follow the movement abreast 
with the left of the fourth division, and afterwards 
take his position outside of the left flank of the 
column, six paces from, and abreast with, this di- 
vision. 

132. To ploy the battalion in front of the first 
division, the colonel will give the same commands, 
substituting the indication left for that of rigJU in 
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I ISM. At th6 te^ond imjcl tinrd eomniandtf, (he 
cliiefs of division and the junior captunt will oon«' 
form themselves to what is presonbod, Nos. 120, 
121, 122 ; bat the cliiefii of the last three divisions, 
instead of causing the first two files to break to 
the rear, will oaase them to break to the ftront. 

134. At the fourth command^ the ohief of thsi 
first division will add? Guide righi. 

135. The three other divisions will step off to- 
gether to take their places in the column in front 
of the directing division ; each will direct itself ai 
prescribed, No. 124, and will enter in such man- 
ner that^ when halted, its guide may find himself 
six paces from the ^uide of the division next pre- 
viously established m the column. 

. 1B6. Each chief of these divisions will coadict 
his division, till his right guide shall be nearij up 
with the ^uide of the directitig one ; he will then 
halt his division, and cause it to face to the front ; 
at the instant it halts^ its right guide will fgce toi 
thfi.rear, place himself six paces from the preced- 
ing guide, and cover him exactly — which being 
done, the chief will align his division by tfa« 
right 

137. The lieutenant colonel, placed in front of 
the right guide of the first division, vrill assure 
the guides on the direction as they successively 
arrive, and then move outside of the right flank 
of the column, to a point six paces from, and 
abreast with, the fourth division, now in front. 

138. The major will conform himself to what 
is prescribed. No. 131, and then move outside of 
the right flank of the column, six paces from, and 
abreast with, the first division, now in the rear< 
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13^ The movement being ended, the ooIon«l 
will command : 

Ouidea, dbotd — Facb. 

140. At this, the gaides, who are faced to the 
rear, will face to the front. 

141. To ploy the battalion in rear, or in fron* 
of the fourth division, the eolonel will command : 

1. Close column hy division. 2, On {he fourth di- 
vision, left (or rigkt) in front, S. Battalion^ 
left — Faci. 4. March (or double quick ^^ 
March). 

142. These movemente will be ezecnted accord- 
ing to the principles of those which precede, bni 
by inverse means: the fourth division on which 
the battalion ploys will stand fast; the instant 
the movement commences, its chief will command, 
ffuido rigJU (or left), 

143. The foregoing examples embraoe all the 
principles : thus, when the eolonel shall wish to 
ploy the battalion on an interior division, he will 
command: 

1. Close column hy division, 2. On such division^ 
right (or left) in front, 3. Battalion inwards-^ 
Faci. 4. March (or double quick — March). 

144. The instant the movement commences, the 
chief of the directing division will command, 
guide left (or rigkt), 

146. The divieione which, in the order in batde. 
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lire to the right of the directing division, will face 
to the left ; those which are to the left, will face 
to the right 

146. If the right is to be in f^ont, the right 
divisions will ploy in front of the directing divi- 
sion, and the left in its rear; the reverse, if the 
left is to be in front. And in all the foregoing 
suppositions, the division or divisions contiguous 
to the directing one, in wheeling by file to the 
front or rear, will gain the space of six paces, 
which ought to separate their guides firom the 
guide of the directing division. 

147. In all the ployments on an interior division, 
the lieutenant colonel will assure the positions of 
the guides in front, and the major those in rear 
of the directing division. 

148. If the battalion be in march, instead of at 
a halt, the movement will be executed by com- 
bining the two gaits of quick and double quick 
time, and always in rear of one of the flank divi- 
sions. 

149. The battalion being in march, to ploy it in 
rear of the first division, the colonel will command : 

1. Close column hy division, 2. On the first divi' 
sion. 3. Battalion — 5y the right Jlank. 4. 
Double quick — March. 

150: At the second command, each chief of di- 
vision will move rapidly before the centre of his 
division and caution it to face to the right. 

151. The chief of the first division will caution 
it to continue to march to the front, and he will 
tommand: Qtiick march. 
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152. At the commtad marvh, tbe ebief of tiie 
first division will o<nnmaiid: GhUde hft. At this, 
the left guide will move to the left flank of th« 
division and direot himself on the point indicated. 

153. The three other divisions will face to the 
right and move off in double quick time, breaking 
to the riffht to take their places in column ; each 
chief of division will move rapidly to the right of 
his division in order to conduct it. The files will 
be careful to preserve their distances, and to 
march with a uniform and decided step. Tbe 
color-bearer and general guides will retake their 
places in the ranks. 

154. The second division will immediately enter 
the column, marching parallel to the first division ; 
its chief will allow it to file past him, and when 
the last file is abreast of him, will command : 1. 
Second division, by the left jUmk — March. 2, 
Ouide left, and place himself in front of the cen- 
tre of his division. 

155. At the command marchy the division will 
face to the left ; at the second command, the left 
guide will march in the trace of the left guide of 
the first division ; the men will take the touch of 
elbows to the left. When the second division has 
closed to its proper distance, its chief will com- 
mand: Quick time — March. This division will 
then change its step to quick time. 

156. The chiefs of the third and fourth divisions 
will execute their movements according to the 
same principles, taking care to gain as much 
ground as possible towards the head of the column. 

157. If the battalion had been previously march- 
ing in line at double quick time, Then the fourth 
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jdmslem flhitll bave gained its distance, the ooknel 
viU command : Ddmle quick — March. 

158. In this moYement, the lieutenant colonel 
will move rapidly to the side of the leading guide, 
giye him a point of direction, and then follow the 
mofements of the first division. The major will 
fioUow the movement abreast with the left of the 
fourth division. 

Bemarks on ploying the hattdlion inio column. 

159. The battalion may be ployed into colnmn 
at fiiU, or half distanee, on the same principles, 
and by the same commands, sabstitating for the 
first command : Column ai jvU (or half ) distanee 
by dimsion, 

. 160. In the plojments and movements in column, 
when the subaivisions e:|ecute the movements suc- 
cessively, such as — to take or close distances ; to 
change direction by the flank of subdivisions, each 
chief of subdivision vrill cause his men to support 
arms after having aligned it and commanded. 
Front. ' ^^^ ^ ., , 

PABT THIRD. 

Aktiou Fibst. 

lb marcik in column at JvU distance. 

161. When the colonel shall wish to nut the 
column in march, he will indicate to the leading 
guide two distinct objects in front, on the line 
vrhioh the guide ought to follow. This guide vnll 

TOL. u.— 4 ^ , 
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immediiiti^ly put his shoulders in a square witli 
that line, taKe the more distant object as the point 
rof directioo, and the nearer one as the interme- 
diate point. 

162. If only a single prominent object preseni 
itself in the direction the guide has to follow, he 
will face to it as before, and immediately endeavor 
to catch on the ground some intermediate point, by 
which to give steadiness to his march on the point 
of direction. 

163. There being no prominent object to serve 
as the point of direction, the colonel will despatch 
the lieutenant colonel or adjutant to place himself 
forty paces in advance, facing the column, and by 
a sign of the sword establish him on the direction 
he may wish to give to the leading ^uide ; that 
officer being thus placed, this guide will take him 
as the point of direction, conforming himself to 
what is prescribed in the school of the company, 
No. 87. 

164. These dispositions being made, the colonel 
will command : 

1. Column forward, 2. Guide left (or riglU,) 
3. March (or double quick — March). 

165. At the command march^ briskly repeated 
by the chiefs of subdivision, the column will put 
itself in march, conforming to what is prescribed 
in the school of the company No. 200 and fol- 
lowing. 

1667 The leading guide may always maintain 
himself correctly on the direction by keeping 
steadily in view the two points indicated to J ' 
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or ehoaen by fahnseJf ; if these fK>itit8 Iiar^ a «er 
tain elevation, he may be aBSured he is on the tm^ 
direction, when the nearer masks the more distant 
point. 

167. The following guides will preserve with 
exactness both step and distance ; each will march 
lit the trace of the guide who immediately precedes 
him, without occupying himself with the general 
direction. 

168. The lieuten^it colonel will hold himself, 
habitually, abreast with the leading ^ide, to see 
that he does not deviate from the direction, and 
will observe, also, that the next guide marches 
exactly in the trace of the first. 

169. The mi^]or will generally be abreast with 
the last subdivision ; he will see that each j^ide 
marches exactly in the trace of the one immediately 
preceding ; if either deviate from the direction, the 
major will prompUy rectify the error, and prevent 
its being propagated ; but he need not inteitere, in 
this way, unless the deviation has become sensible, 
or materiaL 

170. The column being in march, the colonel 
will frequently oause the about to be executed 
while marching ; to this e£fect, he will command : 

1. Battalion, rigTU about, 2. March. 
3. Guide right. 

171. At the second command, the oompaniM 
will fiioe to the right about, and the column will 
then march forward in an opposite direction ; the 
fihiefe of iobdifision will xenwia behind tko froal 
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Ttmk^ the ile oloMrt in front af the rear raak^ mud 
th» guides will plaee themselvee in the eame rank* 
The Iteutenant colonel will remain al^feaet of the 
first division, now in rear ; the major will gm m 
point of direction to the leading guide, and march 
ahreast of him. - 

172. The colonel will hold himsdf halntuallj da 
the directing flank ; he will lock to the step and to 
the distances, and see that all the principles pra^ 
scribed for the march in column, school of the 
eompanj, are obserT>ed. 

173. These means, which the practice in that 
school ought to haTe rendered familiar, will gbf% 
sufficient exactness to the direction of the column, 
and also enable it to form forward or faced the 
rear, on the right, or on the l^ into line of batde, 
and to clou in mass, 

174. But when a column, arriying in front, or 
in rear of the line of battle, or, rather, on one of 
tiie extremities of that line, has to prolong itself 
on It, in order to form to the Uft or to ihe right into 
line of battle, then, as it is essential, to prevent 
the column from cutting the line, or sensibly 
deviating from it, other means, as follows, will M 
employ^ 

The column arrimng in front of ihe line of hattk, 
to prolong %t on ihi» line. 

175. If the column right in front arrive in front 
Df Ihe line of balitle, aa it should cross it^and Ind 
itself four paces beyond it after having changed 
disection, the colonel will cause to be placed, uft 
advwMe, a marker on the liaeto indieale tb) peart 
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«|r#likiii the oc^oMi&ovgbi to ffltMt it» and aaofter 
■Mtker to indioate the poiat where the first sabdi- 
tision shonld oommenoe to wheel ; he will be to 
]^aoed that when the wheel is executed, the left 
gQide will find himedf four paces within the line 
of battle. The chief of the leading subdivision^ 
when the head of the column shall hate arriyed 
aear the line^ will take ite guide to the rieht, and 
thia goide will immediately direct himself on Ae 
second marker* Otf arriYing abreast of him, this 
snbdiTisiott will be wheeled to the left» and when 
the wheel is completed, the guide will be changed 
again t& tiia left; this guic£ wUl then march pa- 
rulel to the line of battle by the means to be hcore- 
inafler indicated. 

176. The instant the first sabdivision wheels^ the 
right genial guide, who, bj a caution from Uie 
3ieutenant colonel, will be^cure have placed himself 
on the line of bi^tle at the point where the column 
crosses it, and who will have faced to the two 
points of direction in his front» indicated by the 
Bolonel, will march forward correctly on the pro- 
Umgalioa of those pdnts. 

177. The ool<»^bearer will place himself in like 
manner on tiie line of battle ; and, at the instant 
Hie color subdivision wbeeb, he will prolong his 
mtLVtk (m that line, abreast with this subdivision, 
taking care to carry the joolor^lance before the 
centre <^ his person, and to maintain himself 
aactiv in the mreetion of the general guide who 
preeedes him, and tiie point of direction in fh>nl 
which will have been indicated to him. 

178. Finally, the left general guide will place 
htmself bi theaamoBUMiiierontheluieof bfittle; 

4* 
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tad, hi the instaal the iMt suhditinon of iSI^ }M* 
talion wheels, be will march correctly in the direc- 
tion of the colonr-bearer, and the other general 
guide. 

179. The ^ide of the first eubdiYision will 
march steadily abreast with the fight general 
guide, and about four paces to his ri^ht ; each of 
ue guides of the following subdivisicms wiU 
march in the trace of the guide who immediately 
precedes him, as prescribed, Xo. 167. 

180. The colonel, placed outside of the general 
guides, will see that the column marches nearly 
parallel to, and about four paces within thest 
guides. 

181. The lieutenant colonel and major will look 
to the direction of the general guides, and to thie 
end, place themselves sometimes in rear of the 
color-bearer, or the left genen^ guide. 

182. If the column be composed of severid bat- 
talions, the general guides of each will sucoes- 
siyely place themseWes on the line of battle to 
prolong their march on this line, as the leading 
subdivision, that of the color, and the one in the 
rear of their battalion, shall wheel into tiie new 
direction; these guides will conform titeme^res 
respectively, as will also the colonel, lieotenant 
colonel, and m^or, to what is prescribed abov« 
for those of the leading battalion. 

183. In the case of several battalions, tiie lien- 
t^iant colonel of each will maintain steadily thn 
guide of his leading subdivision about four paeea 
within the line of general guides, even should the 
last subdivisions of the battalion immediately pre- 
oedii^ deviate fvom the pandlelian^ in order thAt 
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%ht fiilM dir*oti(m oi one bsttalton may not inlls^ 
enoe that of the battalions which follow. 

The column arriving behind the line of UMe^ If 
prolong U on thia line, 

134. If the column, right in front, arrive behind 
the line of battle, as it poeht to find itself four 
paces within this line, after haying changed 
direction, the colonel will cause a marker to be 
placed at the point where, according to that con- 
dition, the first subdiyision ought to commenoo 
wheeling. Another marker will be established on 
the line of battle, to indicate the point at which the 
general guides ought, in succession, to begin to 
prolong themselyes on that Hne; be will be so 
placed that each subdiyision, haying finished its 
wheel, may find itself nearly in a line with this 
marker. 

185. At the instant the first subdiyision, after 
haying wheeled to the right, begins to prolong 
itself, parallelly to the line of bi^e, the leadinff 

feneral guide, placed in advance on that line, will 
irect himself on the two points taken in his front; 
the color-bearer and the other general guide will 
suecessiyely place themselves on the same line tht 
instant that their respective subdivisions shall have 
finbhed their wheel. 

186. If the column be composed of several bat* 
talions, the general guides of the following batta- 
lions will successively execute what has been just^ 
prescribed for those of the leading battalion, and 
the whole will conform themselves, as well as tbe 
guides, of Bubdivisionsy and the fiield oftoats ^ tee 
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Miferal IbatteMoM, to whsiis i&dmM, atefe, Ibt 
a oolumn ftrriviog in front of the line of battle. 

187. In a column, left in front, arriving in front 
er in Ttar of the line of battle, these movementa 
will be exeouttd on the same ]^uioiplop» and by 
inverse means. 

l%e cokmfi arrwinff on ihi fighter ^ left of iJM 
Une of baUUf to prolong U on this hne. 

188. If the eolumn, instead of arriving in front 
or in rear of the line «f battle, arrive on its right 
or left, and if it have to pr^ong itself on that line, 
in order afterwards to fon& to the left or rieht into 
line of battle, the colonel will bring the cdor and 
general snides on the flank of the oolomn by the 
eommand cohr and general guides on the line: 
and these guides will prolong themselves on the 
line of baSle, conforming to what is prescribed 
above. 

Maimer of prolonging a line of hiMt hg markers, 

189. When a oolnmn prdongs itself on the line 
of battle, it being all4mportant that the general 
guides march correctly on that line, it becomes 
neoessary that colonels, lieutenant colonels, and 
majors, whose duty it is to maintain the true diree- 
tion, shonld be able to see, as far as practicable, 
the two olijeots, on which the march of the general 
guides onght to be directed ; consequently, when 
no prominent objects present themselves in the 
Assired direction, the chief of the column will 
— ^*y the want of them in advance by aid»^ 
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esmp, or olli«r motinted oiBeer% and in ftucb 
Bumber as may be neoetsarj. 

190. Three suofa offioers ma j prolong a^M as 
Ikr as may be desired in the following manner : 
they will place ^mselves in advanoe on the line 
of battle, the first at the point where the head of 
the column onght to enter ; the second, three or 
fbnr hundred paces behind the first, and the third, 
a like distance behind the second. Th6 first of 
these officers will remain in position till the lead- 
ing general guide shall have entered on the line 
of battle, and then, at a gallop, place himself at 
a convenient diatajiee behind the third. The 
second will do the like in respect to the first, when 
the head of the column shall be near him, and so 
on in continuation. These officers, without dis- 
mounting, will face to the column, and cover each 
other accurately in file. It will be on them that 
the general guides will steadily direct their march, 
and it will he so much the more easy for the latter 
to maintain themselves on the direction, as they 
will always be able to see the mounted officers over 
the heads of the preceding guides ; thus the de« 
viation firom the direction, by one or more general 
guides, need not mislead those who follow. 

191. A single mounted officer may suffice to 
assure the direction of a column, when the point 
cf direction towards which it marches is very dis- 
tinct. In this case, that officer will place himself 
on the line of battle within that point, and beyond 
the one at which the head of the column will nalt, 
and remain in position till the column halts ; serv- 
ing thus as tne intermediate point for giving 
•iMi^iiieM to the sMoreli of tiM geneoral gaides. 
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192» For a odanm of one «r two bttttalioiM^ 
markers on foot will luffice to indicate the line to 
be followed by the general guides . 

Bemarks an the march in column, 

193. Although the nncadeneed step be that of 
columns in route marches, and also that whieb 
ought to* be habitually employed in the EvohUione 
of the Line, because it leaves the men more at 
ease, and, consequently, is better adapted to move- 
ments on a large scale and to difficult grounds, 
nevertheless, as it is of paramount importance 
to confirm soldiers in the measure and the move- 
ment of the cadenced pace, the route step will be 
but little practised in the exercises by battalion, 
except in going to, and returning from, the ground 
of instruction, .and for teaching the mechanism 
and movements of columns in route. 

194. It is highly essential to the regularity of 
the march in column that each guide follow ex^ 
actlj in the trace of the one immediately pre- 
ceding, without occupying his attention with the 
eeneral direction of the guides. If this principle 
be steadily observed, the guides will find them* • 
selves aligned, provided that the leading one 
march exactly in the direction indicated to him ; 
and even should obstacles in his way force him 
into a momentary deviation, the direction of the 
column would not necessarily be changed; whereas, 
if the following guides endeavor to conform them- 
selves at once to all the movements of the leading 
one, in order to cover him in file, such endeavors 
would necessarily cause corre6p<m4ing fiootuatioM 
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It the oolamo, from ri|^t to left, and from left to 
right, and render the preservation of distanoes ex- 
Iremdy difficnlt. 

195. As a oonseqaence of the Drinciple, that 
each guide shaU exactly fdttovo in me trace of the 
one who immediately precedes, if, pending the 
maich of the column, the colonel shall give a new 
point of direction, too near to the first to require 
a formal change of direction, the leading guide, 
advancing the one or other shoulder, will imme- 
diately direct himself on* this point; the other 
guides will only conform themselves to this move- 
ment as each arrives at the point at which the 
first had executed 4t. Each subdivision will con- 
form itself to the movement of its guide, the men 
insensibly lengthening or shortening the step, and 
advancing or refusing (throwing back) the shoul- 
der opposite to the guide, but without losing the 
touch of the elbow towards his side. 

196. The column, by company, being in march, 
the colonel will cause it to diminish front by pla- 
toon, from front to rear, at once, and to increase 
front by platoon in like manner, which move- 
ments will be commanded and executed as pre- 
scribed in the school of the company, Nos. 282 
and 273 and following, changing the command 
form company to form companies. So may he in- 
crease and diminish, or diminish and increase 
front, according to the same principles and at 
once, by company, changing the command form 
companies to form divisions, and the command 
break into platoons, to break into companies. In 
this case, the companies and divisions will execute 
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wliii it prescribed ibt ph^Umm md «oiiipaiil«i'i« 

197. The oolnmn being at a halt» if the colonel 
should wkh to mar^h it to the rear, and the dislMoe 
to be gained be so inoonsiderable as to render a 
countermarch a disproportionate loss of time, he 
^ill cause the column to face about, and then nut 
it in march by the commands prescribed No. lo4; 
the chiefs of the snbdiyisions will remain behind 
the front rank, the file closers before the rear 
rank, and the euides will step into the rear rank, 
now in front. In a column, by division, the junior 
captains, in the intervals between companies, wUl 
replace their covering sergeants in the rear rank, 
and these sergeants will step into the line of file 
closers in front of their intervals. 



Articu I^boond. 
Column in route* 

198. A column in route, like a column In mar 
noeuvre, ought never to have a depth greater than 
about the front it had occupied in the line of bat- 
tle, less the front of a subdivision. 

199. The observance of this principle requires 
DO particular rule for a column in manoeuvre ; but, 
as a column in route may have hourly to pass nar- 
row ways, bridges, or other defiles, rendering it 
necessary to diminish the front of subdivisions, it 
becomes important to give rules and means by 
wUoh Uie column may, for any length of marcb» 
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iw igi f e the ease of ^e roc^ step withoot ekmg»* 
tion from front to rear. 

200^ ^A eohunn in route will be habitual! j 
formed by company. 

201. When a column in rente shall arriTe at ft 
pass too narrow to receiTe the front of a company, 
the column will diminish front by platoon before 
entering. This movement will be executed suo* 
ceesively, q]^ by all the companies at once. 

202. If, however, the defile be very short, and it 
may be passed by the diminution of a few files, it 
will be preferable to break to the rear the limited 
number of files. 

203. The column being by platoon, and the 
want of space rendering a further diminution of 
front necessary, it will be diminished by section, 
if the platoons be of twelve or more files. 

204. The column being by section, will continne 
so march by that front as long as Uie defile may 
permit. 

205. If the platoons haye less than twelve files, 
<me or two files will be broken to the rear, accord- 
ing to the narrowing of the defile, and the route 
Btep continued as fong as six filee can march 
abreast. 

206. What has just been explained for breaking 
files to the rear in a column by platoon, is equally 
applicable to a column by section. 

207. If the defile be too narrow to permit six 
men to march abreast, the subdivisions will be 
inarched successively by the flank, conforming to 
what is prescribed Nos. 314 and 315, school of 
the company. 

208. The battalion marching by the flank, will 
TOL. II.— 5 D n ] ■ 
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be formed into colamB* bj seetion, bj pUtiooB, or 
by compftny, as soon as the breadth of the waj 
may permit ; the several movements which these 
formations include will be executed by the com- 
mands of the captains, as their companies succes- 
sively clear the defile, observing the following 
rules. 

209. As soon as the way is sufficiently broad 
to contain six men abreast, the captain will com- 
mand: 

1. By seetion (or hypUUoon) into line. 2. March. 

210. At the command march^ the subdivisions 
indicated will form themselves into line ; the files 
which have not been able to enter, will follow (by 
the flank) the last four files of their subdivision 
which have entered into line. 

211. The column marching in this order, the 
files in rear will be caused to enter into line as the 
increased breadth of the way may permit. 

212. The column marching by section or by 
platoon, platoons or companies will be formed as 
soon as the breadth of the way may permit. 

213. The leading subdivision will follow the 
windings of the pass or defile ; the following sub- 
divisions vdll not occupy themselves with the di- 
rection, but all, in succession, pass over the trace 
of the subdivisions which precede them respec- 
tively. The men will not seek to avoid the bad 
parts of the way, but pass, as far as practicable,, 
each in the direction or bis file. 

214. Changes of direction will always be made 
withoat command ; if the change be important, % 
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eaation merely from the respeotiTe ehiefs to ^eir 
sabdiviBions will snfGice, and the rear rank, as well 
as the illes broken to the rear, will execute suooet- 
•ively the movement where the front rank had 
executed it. 

215. The colonel will hold himself at the head 
of the battalion ; he will reenlate the step of the 
leading subdivision, and indicate to its oniof the 
instant for execntinff the various movements 
which the nature of the route may render neces- 
sary. 

216. If the column be composed of several bat- 
talions, each will conform itself, in its turn, to 
what shall have been commanded for the leading 
battalion, observing to e^^ecute each movement at 
the same place, and in the same manner. 

217. Finally, to render the mechanism of all 
those movements familiar to the troops, and to ha- 
bituate them to march in the route step without 
elongating the column, commanders will generally 
cause their battalions to march in this step, ^iug 
to, and returning from, fields of exercise. Each 
will occasionally conduct his battalion through 
narrow passes, m order to make it perceive the 
utility or the principles prescribed above ; and he 
will several times, in every course of instruction, 
inarch it in the route step, and cause to be exe- 
cuted, sometimes at once, and sometimes succes- 
iively, the divers movements which have just been 
lodicated. 
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General remarki on the column in ronUe. 

218. The les0on relatire to the eolnmii in rout* 
ist bj its frequent application, one of the most im* 
portant that can be given to troops. If it be not 
well taught and established on right principles, H 
will happen that the rear of the column in roato 
will be obliged to run, to regain distances, or that 
the front will be forced to halt till the rear shall 
have accomplished that object; thus rendering 
the march greatly slower, or greatly more fa- 
tiguing, generally both, than if it were executed 
according to rule. 

219. The ordinary progress of a column in route 
ought to be, on good roads or good grounds, at the 
rate of one hundred and ten paces in a minute. 
This rate may be easily maintained by columns 
of almost any depth ; but over bad roads, ploughe4 
fields, loose sands, or mountainous districts, the 
progress cannot be so great, and must therefore be 
regulated according to circumstances. 

220. The most certain means of marching well 
in route, is to preserve always a regular and equal 
movement, and, if obstacles oblige one or more 
subdivisions to slacken or to shorten the step, to 
cause the primitive rate of march to be resumed 
the moment the difficulties are passed. 

221. A subdivision ought never to take fnorv 
than the prescribed distance from the subdivision 
immediately preceding ; but it is sometimes neces- 
•aryto lessen that distance. 

^2. Thus : the head of the column encountcrt 
an obstacle which obliges it to relax its march ; all 
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tbe following sabdivbions will pre«erye ihe habit- 
nal step, and close up in mass, if neceasarj, on tbe 
Bnbdivision nearest to the obstacle. Distaneee will 
afterwards naturally be recovered as each subdivi 
sion shall suooessiyely have passed the obstacle. 
Nevertheless, if the difficulty be too great to be 
oyercoine by one subdivision, whilst tbe next ia 
closing up, so that distances cannot afterwards be 
recovered without running, the chief of the column 
will halt the leading subdivision beyond the obsta- 
cle, at a distance suflloient to contain the whole 
column in mass. He will then put the column in 
inarch, the subdivisions taking distances by the 
head, observing to commence the movement in 
time, so that the last subdivision may not be 
obliged to halt, after having cleared the obstacle. 

2^. When the chief of a column shall wish to 
change the rate of march, he will cause the lead* 
ing battalion to quicken or to relax the step insen- 
nbly, and send orders to the other battalions each 
to regulate itself by that which precedes it. 

224. The column being composed of several 
battalions, the general-in-chief will always leave 
an aid-dcKsamp with its rear to bring him prompt 
information if^ it find a difficulty in following. 

2^5. Subdivisions ought always to step out well 
in obliquing, both in breaking and forming com- 
panies or platoons. When either is done m suc- 
cession, it IS highly important that no subdivision 
slacken or shorten the step whilst that which pre* 
cedes it is engaged in the movement. The obser- 
Tance of this principle can alone prevent an elon* 
gation of the column. 

226. If the battalion, marching bj the flank, 
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encoanter a pass so narrow as to oblige it to dufile 
with a front of two men, the colonel will order 
support arms, take the cadenced step, and undoable 
the files, which will be executed as prescribed in 
the school of the company, No. 326 ; the files win 
double again as soon as the breadth of the way will 
permit. 

227. If the defile be only sufficient to receire a 
front of one man, the colonel will cause the men 
to pass one at a time. The men of the same file 
should follow each ether in their order as closely 
as possible, and without loss of time. As soon as 
the defile permits a front of two or four men, the 
battalion will be re-formed into two or four ranks, 
and will march in this order until there be space 
to form platoons or sections, as indicated No. 209. 

228. In both cases, just supposed, the head of 
the battalion, after having passed the defile, will 
march till sufficient space be left to contain the 
whde of the subdivisions in mass ; afterwards it 
will be put in march by the means indicated No. 
222. 

229. When a command has to more rapidly 
OTor a given distance, the movements prescribed 
in this article will be executed in double quick 
time; if the distance be long, the chief of the 

, column will not allow the march at this gait to be 
continued for more than fifteen minutes; at the 

, end of this time, he will order the ordinary route 
•top to be marched for five minutes, and then 
a|^in reenme the double quick. If the ground be 
uneven, having considerable ascents and descents, 
he will reserve the double quick for those p;;krt8 (:^ 
the ground most favoraUe to this march. 
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230. A eolomn marching alteraatelj in donbk 
quick iime and the ordinary route step, in the 
manner stated, can easily accomplish Tery long 
distances in a very short space of time ; but when 
the distance to be passed over be not greater than 
two miles, it ought to be accomplished, when the 
ground is favorable, without changing the rate of 
march. 

Articls Third. 

lb change direction in column ai JuU dUUmee. 

231. The column being in march in the cadenced 
step, when the colonel shall wish to cause it to 
change direction, he will go to the point at which 
the change ought to be commenced, and establish 
a marker there, presenting the breast to the flank 
of the column ; this marker, no matter to which 
aide the change of direction is to be made, will be 
posted on the opposite side, and he will remain in 
position till the last subdivision of the battalion 
shall have passed. Tl^e leading subdivision being 
within a few paces of the marker, the colonel wifi 
eommand: 

Head of column to ike left (oi right)* 

232. At this, the chief of the leading subdivi- 
•ion will immediately take the guide on the side 
opposite the change of direction if not already 
there. This guide will dfrect himself so as to 
graze the breast of the marker ; arrived at tills 
point, the chief will cause his subdivision to 
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ohaoge direetioa by the commands and according 
lo the principles prescribed in the school of the 
company. When the wheel is completed, the chief 
of this subdivision will retake the guide, if ^hanged, 
on the ^ide of the primitive direction. 

233 The chief of each succeeding subdivision, 
a« well as the guides, will conform to what htm 
just been explained for the leading subdivision. 

235. The colonel will carefully see that the guide 
of each subdivision, in wheeling, does not throw 
himself without or within, but passes over all the 
points of the arc of the circle, which he ought to 
describe. 

233. As often as no distinct object presents 
itself in the new direction, the lieutenant colonel 
will place himself upon it in advance, at the dis- 
tance of thirty or forty paces from the marker, and 
be assured in this direction by the colonel ; the 
leading guide will take, the moment he shall have 
changed direction, two points on the ground in the 
straight line which, drawn from himself, would 
pass between the heels of the lieutenant colonel, 
taking, afterwards, new points as he advances. 

236. The major will see 4hat the guides direct 
themselves on the marker posted 'at the point of 
change, so as to graze his breast. 

237. If the column be composed of several ba^ 
talions, the lieutenant colonel of the second, will 
cause the marker of the first battalion, to be 
replaced as soon as the last subdivision of thii 
battalion shall have passed ; this disposition will 
be observed by battalion after battalion, to the 
mr of the o)lunuu 
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Bemarki, 

238. It bas been demonstrated, school of th« 
comj^any, how important iiiB, Jirsty that each sub 
division execute its change of direction preciseW 
at the point where the leading one bad chanj^, 
and that it arrive in a square with the direction ; 
second, that the wheeling point ought, always, to 
be cleared in time, in order that the subdivision 
engaged in the wheel may not arrest the movement 
of the following one. The deeper the column^ the 
more rigorously ought these princinles to be ob- 
served ; because, a fault that woula be but slight 
in a column of a single battalion, would cause 
moch embarrassment in one of great depth. 



^ Article Fourth. 

To hcUt the column, 

239. The column being in march, when th« 
colonel shall wish to halt it, he will command : 

1. Column, 2. Halt. 

240. At the second command, briskly repeated 
by the captains, the column will halt ; no guide 
Wnl stir, though he may have lost his distance, ot 
be out of the direction of the preceding guides. 

241. The column being in march, in double quick 
time, will be halted by the same commands. At 
the command JiaUi Uie men will halt in their 
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Elaoes, tod will themseWes rectify their poridons 
I the ranks. 
/ 242. The column being halted, when the colonel 
shall wish to form it into line of battle, he will 
move a little in front of the leading guide, and face 
to him ; jkhis guide and the following one will fix 
their eyes on the colonel, in order promptly to 
conform themselves to his directions. 

243. If the colonel judge it not necessary to ^ve 
a general direction to uie guides, he will limit 
himself to rectif;^inp the position of such as may 
be without, or within the direction, by the com- 
mand guide of (such) company^ or guides of (such) 
companies, to the right, (or to the left;) at this 
command, the guides designated will place them> 
selves on the direction ; the others will stand ^Mt. 

244. If, on the contrary, the colonel judge it ne- 
cessary to give a general direction to the guides 
of the column, he will place the first two on the 
direction he shall have chosen, and command : ' 

Guides, cover. 

245. At this, the following ^ides will promptly 
place themselves on the direction covering the first 
two in file, and each precisely at a distance equal 
to the front of his company, from the guide imme- 
diately preceding; the lieutenant colonel will 
assure them in the direction, and the colonel will 
command: '^''^ 

Ltft^ (or rigUy-J>VEt^ 
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246. At this command, each oompanj will in* 
eline to the right or left, and dress forward or 
backward, so as to bring the designated flank to 
rest on its gnide ; each captain will place himself 
two paces outside of his gui^e, promptly align his 
oooipanj pariillelly with that which precedes, then 
command Front, and return to his place in column. 
* 247. Finally, if the general gnides march on the 
flank of the column, the colonel, having halted it, 
will place himself in rear of the color-bearer, to 
ascertain whether the leading general ^ide and 
tiie color-bearer be exactly on the direction of the 
two points in advance, and establish them on that 
direction if they be not already on it ; the major 
will do the like, in respect to the general guide in 
the rear ; which being executed, the colonel will 
oommand; 

1. Guides— 'Os tee Liin. 

248. At this command, the guide of each com- 
pany of the directing flank will step promptly into 
the direction of the general guides, and face to 
the front The lieutenant colonel, placed in front 
of, and facing to, the leading general gnide, and 
the major, placed in rear of the rearmost one, 
will promptly align the company guides. 

^9. The colonel, having verified the direction 
of the guides, will command : 

Left (or rigMj — ^Driss. 

250. This will be executed as prescribed, NOb 
346. 
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Bemark9, 

251. The means indicated. No. 244, and foUow- 
iug, for giving a eeneral direction to the gaides 
of a column, at full distance, will apf)ly only to a 
column composed of two, or, at most, three 
battalions. If the number be more numerous, its 
chief will cause the colors and general gqides of 
all the battalions to sten out and place themselyes 
on the direction which he may wish to give to the 
eolumn, as is explained in the evolutiongof the line. 



Article Fifth. 

7b e?os« the eolumn to half distance, or in 

^ 252. A column by company being at full distance 
right in front, and at a halt, when the colonel 
shall wish to catise it to dose to half distance, on 
the leading company, be will command : ' "^ 

1. 7b half distance, close column. 2. March (or 
double guide — March.) 

253. At the first command, the captain of the 
leading company will caution it to stand fast. 

254. A't the command march, which will be re- 
peated by ail the captains, except the captain of 
the leading company, this company will stand &st, 
ud its chief will align it by the left; the ile cloten 
will close one pace upon the rear rank. 
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255. All tbe otber compaDles will eontinne to 
mtircb, and as each in snccessfon arriTea at platoon 
distance from the one which precedes, its captain 
will halt it. 

256. At the instant that each companT baits, iti 
guide will place himself on the direction of th« 
guides who precede, and the captain will align the 
company by the left ; the file closers will close one 
pace upon the rear rank. 

257. No particular attention need be giTen to 
the general direction of the guides before thej 
respectlTely halt ; it will suffice if each follow in 
the trace of the one who precedes him. 

258. The colonel, on the side of the guides, wiU 
superintend the execution of the moyement, ob- 
serving that the captains halt their companies ex« 
actly at platoon distance the one from the otl^er. 

259. The lieutenant colonel, a few paces in front, 
will face to the leading guide and assure the posi- 
Uons of the following guides as they successively 
place themselves on the direction. 

260. The major will follow the movement abreast 
with the last guide. , 

261. If the column be in march, the colonel will 
cause it to dose by the same commands. 

262. If the column be marching in double quick 
time, at the first command, the captain of the lead* 
ing company will command quick time; the chiefii 
of the other companies will caution them to con- 
tinue their march. 

263. At the command march, tbe leading com- 
pany will march in quick, and the other compa- 
nies in double quick time ; and as each anrivet at 

roL. u.— 6 _ , 

Digitized by COOgle 



IKS 8GBOOI1 OF THE BATTAUON — PAST UU 

platoon distance from the preceding one, its chief 
will cause it to march in quick time. 

264. When the rearmost company shall ha^ 
gained its distance, the colonel will command : 

DouUe quick — March. 

265. When the colonel shall wish to halt the 
eolumn and to cause it to close to half distance at 
the same time, be will notifjr the captain of the 
leading company of his intention, who at the com- 
mand march will halt his company and align it by 
the left. 

266. If the column be marching in quick time, 
and the colunel should not give the command 
double quick, the captain of the leading company 
will halt his comnany at the command march, and 
align it by the left. In the case, where the colonel 
adds the command double quick, the captains of 
companies will conform to what is prescribed 
No. 262, and the movement will be executed as in- 
dicated No. 263. 

y To cloBC the column on the eigMh^ or rearmost 
com.'pany, 

267. The column being at a halt, if instead of 
Moting it to close to half distance on the first 
eompany, the colonel should wish to cause it to 
elose on the eighth, he will command : 

i. On the eighth company, to half distance dose 
eolumn* 2. Battalion about — ^Faci. 3. Column 
forward. 4. Guide right. 5. March (or double 
fukk — March). 
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268. At the second command, all the companiei 
except the eighth, will face about, and their guides > 
will remain in the front rank, now the rear. ' 

269. At the fourth command, all the captains . 
will place themselves two paces outside of their ( 
eompanies on the directing flank, r -^ 

270. At the command march^ the eighth com- 
pany will stand fast, and its captain will align it 
Dj the left, the other companies will put themselves 
in march, and, as each arrives at platoon distance 
from the one established before it, its captain will 
halt it and face it to the front. At the moment 
that each company halts, the left guide, remaining 
faced tO-lhe^rear, will place himself promptly on 
the direction of the guides already established. 
Immediately after, the captain will alien his com- 
pany by the left, and the file closers will close one 
pace on the rear rank. If this movement be exe- 
cuted in double quick time, each captain, in turn, 
will halt, and command: Stick company^ right about 
— Halt. At this command, the company desig- 
nated will face to the right about and nalt. 

' 271. All the companies being aligned, the colo- 
. nel will cause the guides, who stand faced to the ^ 
roar, to face about. 

272. The lieutenant colonel, placing himself 
behind the rearmost guide, will assure succes- 
sively the positions of the other guides, as pre- 
8cril>ed No. 259 ; the major will remain abreast 
with the rearmost company. 

273. The column being in march, when the 
colonel shall wish to close it on the eighth com- 
Winy, he irill command : 
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1. On the eighih company, to half distance, doH 
column, 2. Battalion right about, 8. Marcb 
{ot douhU quick — March.) 4. Cfuidc right 

274. At the first command, the captain of the 
eiffhth company will cantbn bit company that it 
mil remain faced to the front ; the captains of the 
Other companies will caution tlieir companies that 
they will have to face about. 

i!5. At the command march^ the captain of the 
eighth company will halt his company and align 
it by the left ; the file closers will close one pace 
upon the rear rank. 

276. The captains of the other companies, -at 
the same command, will place themselyes on the 
flank of the column; the subdivisions will face 
about, and as each arrives at platoon distance from 
the company immediately preceding it, its chief 
will face it to the front and halt it as prescribed No. 
270. The instant each com|)any halts, the guide 
on the directing flank, remaining faced to the rear, 
will quickly place himself on the direction of the 
guides alreaay established. After which, the cap- 
tain will align the company by the left, and the 
file closers will close one pace upon the rear 
i»nk. 

277. The lieutenant colonel will follow the 
movement abreast of the first company. The 
major will place himself a few paces in rear of 
the guide or the eighth company, and will assure 
iuooessively the positiou of the other guides. 
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Remarks, 

^8. A column by division at full distance "will 
close to half distance by the same means and the 
same commands. 

279. A column, by company, or by diTision, 
being at full or half distance, the colonel will 
cause it to close in mass by the same means and 
Commands, substituting the indication, column, 
close in mass, for that of to half distance^ close 
column. Each chief of subdivision will conform 
himself to all that has just been prescribed, except 
that he will not halt his subdivision till its guiao 
shall be at a difitance of six paces from the guide 
of the subdivision next preceding. 

280. In a column, left in front, these various 
movements will be executed on the same princi- 
ples. 

Article Sixth. 

To march in column at half distance, or closed in 
mass. 

281. A column at half distance or in mass, 
being at a halt, the colonel will put it in march 
b^ the commands prescribed for a column at fhU 
distance. 

282. The means of direction will also be the 
same for a column at half distance or in mass, as 
for a column at full distance, except that th0\ 
general euides will not step out. - — ' 

283. A column at half distance or in mass, 
being in march, when the colonel shall wish to' 
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halt it, he will give the commands prescribed for 
halting a column at full distance, and if, after- 
wards, he judge it necessary to give a general 
direction to the guides of the column, he will 
employ, to this end, the commands and meant 
indicated, No. 244 and following. 

284. In columns at half distance or closed ia 
mass, chiefs of subdivision will repeat the com^ 
mands march and halt, as in columns at full dia* 
tance. 

285. The colonel will often march the column 
to the rear, by the means and the commands pre- 
icribed No's. 170 and 171. 

286. A column by division or company, whether 
at full or half distance or closed in mass, at a halt 
or marching, can be faced to the right or left, and 
marched off in the new direction. 



ARTICIil SlYXNTH. 

lb change direction in column at half digkmee, 

287. A column at half distance, being in marcln 
will change direction by the same commands and 
according to the same principles as a column at 
foil distance; but as tne distance between the 
subdivisions is less, the pivot man in each subdivi- 
tion will take steps of fourteen inches instead of 
nine, and of seventeen inches instead of eleven, 
according to the gait, in order to clear, in time, 
the wheeling point, and the marching flank will 
describe the are of a larger circle, the better to 
faeilitate the morement. 
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Abticlx Eighth. 
Ih change direction in column closed in 
Itt, To change direction in fM/rching, 

288. A colnmn by dmsion, closed in masi^ 
being m march^ will change direction bj ihe front 
oi suodmsionsr "'"'^ 

289. Whether the change be made to the re- 
yerse, or to the pivot flank, it will always be exe- 
coted on the principle of wheeling in marching ; 
to this end, the colonel will first cause the battalion 
to take the guide on the flank opposite to the in- 
tended change of direction, if it be not already on 
that flank. 

290. A column by division, closed in mass, right 
in front, having to change direction to the ri^t, 
the colonel, after having caused a marker to be 
placed at the point where the change ought to 
oommence, will command : 

1. Battalion, right wheel, 2. Maech. 

291. At the command march, the leading divW 
fion will wheel as if it were part of a column at 
half distance. 

292. The instant that this division oommeneei 
the wheel, all the others will, at once, conform 
themselves to its movement ; to this end the lefl 
guide of each, advancing slightly the left shoulder 
ftnd lengthening a little the step, will incline tc 
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' ) ^ /!& 
Uie left, and will observe, at the same time, to gain 
S3 much ground to the front that there may oon- 
Btantlj be an interval of four paces between his 
division and that which precedes it ; and as soon 
as he shall cover the preceding guide, he wiU 
cease to incline and then march exactly in his 
trace. 

293. Each division will conform itself to the 
movement of its guide ; the men will feel lightly 
the elbow towards him and advance a little th« 
left shoulder the instant the movement com- 
mences ; each file, in inclining, will gain so much 
the less ground to the fronl^ as the file shall be 
nearer to the pivot, and the right guide will gain 
only 80 much as may be necessary to maintain be* 
tween his own and the preceding division the 
same distance which separates their marching 
flanks. 

294. Each chief of division, tnming to it, will 
regulate its march, and see that it remains con- 
stantly included between its guides, that its align- 
ment continues nearly parallel to that of the pre- 
eeding division, dnd iliat the centre bends only a 
little to the rear. 

295r The colonel will superintend the move- 
ment, and cause the pivot of the leading division 
io lengthen or to shorten the step, conforming to 
the principle established, school of the company, 
No. 227 — if either be necessary to facilitate the 
movement of the other divisions. 

296. The lieutenant colonel, placed near the 
left guide of the leading division, will regulate his 
march, and take care, above all, that he does not 
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i^row himself within the arc he ought to de- / 
joribe. J 

297. The major, placed in the rear of the gaides, 
will see that the fast three conform themselves, 
«adfa by slight degrees, to the movement of the 
guide immediately preceding, and that neither in- 
elines too much in the endeavor to cover too 
promptly the guide in his front ; he will rectify 
any serious fault that may be committed in either 
of those particulars. 

298. The colonel, seeing the wheel nearly ended, 
will command: 

1. Forward. 2. March. 

299. At the second command, which will be 
given at the instant the leading division completes 
its wheel, it will resume the direct march; the 
other divisions will conform themselves to this 
movement; and if any guide find himself not 
covering his immediate leader, he will, by slight 
degrees, bring himself on the trace of that guide, 
by advancing the right shoulder. 

300. If the column, right in front, has to 
obange direction to the left, the colonel will first 
cause it to take the guide to the right, and then 
•ommand: 

1. BaMcHiont Ufi whed. 2. March. 

801. At the command mareh, the battalion will 
change direction to the left, according to the prin- 
ciples just prescribed, %nd by inverse means. 

302. When the battalion shall have resimied 
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the direot march, the colonel will change the g^dd 
to the left, on seeing the last three guides nearly 
in the direction of the one in front 

303. The foregoing changes of direction will be 
executed according to the same principles in • 
column, left in front 

304. A column by company, closed in mass, will 
change direction in marching, by the commands 
and means indicated for a column by division. 

305. The guide who is the pivot of the particu- 
lar wheel, ought to maintain himself at his usual 
distance of six paces from the guide who precedes 
him ; if thirdistance be not exactly preserved, the 
divisions would necessarily become confounded, 
which must be carefully avoided. 

2(2. To changt direction from a iok. 

306. A column by company, or by division, 
dosed in mass, being at a h^t, when the colonel 
shall wish to ^ive it a new'dlrection, and in which 
it is to remain, he will cause it to execute tins 
movement by the ^joks of subdivisions, in the fol- 
lowing manner : 

307. The battalion having the right in front, 
when the colonel shall wish to cause it to change 
direction by the right flank, he will indicate to 
the lieutenant colonel the point of direction to the 
right ; this officer will immediately establish, on 
the new direction, two markers, distant from eaob 
other a little less than the front of the first subdi- 
vision, the first marker in front of the ri^ht file of 
this subdivision; which being executed, he wiU 

->jid: 
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i, Ctoi^w dfrecUon hy the tight Htmk. 2. JSd^to- 
lion, right^^Acm. 3. March (or double quiek-^ 
Mabch). 

308. At the second command, the column will 
fiioe to the right, and each chief of subdivision will 
place himselfby the side of his right guide. 
^ 309. At the command march, all the subdiyi* 
flioDs will step off together : the right guide of the 
leading one will direct himself from the first step, 
parallellj to the markers placed in advance on the 
new direction ; the ohiei of the subdivision will 
not follow the movement, but see it file past, and 
as soon as the left guide shall have passed, he will 
command: 

1. First cmnpany {or firtt dkmion), 2. Halt. 
3. Front. 4. Xe^DRiss. 

310. At the fourth command, the subdivision 
will place itself against the two markers, and b« 
promptly aligned by its chief. 

311. The ri^ht guide of each of the following 
tubdivisions will conform himself to the direction 
of the right guide of the subdivision preceding his 
own in the column, so as to enter on the new di* 
rection parallelly to that subdivision, and at the 
distance of four paces from its rear rank. 

312. Each chwf of subdivision will halt in his 
own person, on arriving opposite to the left guides 
already placed on the new direction, see his sub- 
division file pasty and conform himself, in halting 
and aligning it, to what is prescribed No. 309. 
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313. If the change of direction be by the left 
flank, the colonel will cause markers to be ests- 
blished as before, the first in fiont of the left file 
of the leading subdivision, and then giv« the same i- 
commands, substituting the indication left fo; 
right, 

314. At the second command, all the sobdiTi* 
sions will face to the left, and each chief will plfto« 
himself by the side of his left guide. 

315. At the command marchf all the subdivi- 
sions will step off together, each conducted by its 
ebief. 

316. The guide of the leading subdivision will 
direct himself, from the first step, parallelly to the 
markers ; the subdivision will be conducted by its 
chief; and as soon as its left guide shall have 
passed the second marker, it will be halted and 
aligned as prescribed above; and soof eaohof the 
following subdivisions. 

317. The colonel will hold himself on the desig- 
nated flank, to see timt each subdivision enters 
the new direction parallelly to the leading one, 
and at the prescribed distance from that whioh 
precedes. 

318. The lieutenant colonel will place himself 
in front of, and facing to, the guide of the leading 
subdivision, and will assure the positions of th^ 
following guides, as they successively arriye on 
the new direction. 

319. The mijor will follow the movement abreast 
with the last subdivision. 

320. In order that this movement may be exe- 
cuted with facility and precision, it is necessary 
that the leading subdivision should entirely on^ 
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ttttftk -tbe oohimn ; for example, the mOT««eol 
being made by the ri^ht flank, it is neceesarj, b^ 
fore haltiDg the leading subdivision, that its left 
guide shall, at least, ha^e arriyed at the place pre» 
viously occupied T)j its right guide, in order that 
each following subdivision which has to paM over 
» epace at least equal to its front to put itself in 
the new direction, and whose left ought to pasf 
the point at which the right had rested, may, at 
the command halt, find itself, in its whole front, 
parallel to the leading subdivision. 

321. By this method there is no direction that 
may not be given to a column in mast. 



Artiolb Ninth. 

Being in column at half distance,- or closed in mast^ 
to take disicmces, 

322. A column at half distance will take fall 
distanoes by^ the head of the column when it haa 
to prolong itself on the line of battle. If, on the 
contrary, it has to form itself in line of battle on , 
tbe ground it occupies, it will take distances .on ^ 
the leading or on the rearmost subdivision, accord- , 
ing as tbe one or other may find itself at the poini 
where the right or left of the battalion ought t« 
rest in line of battle. 

l$t. To take dutanoet by the head of the cohmtn* 

323. The column being by company at b«lf di» 
^noe and at a halt, when the colonel shall wiak to 
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f h to take fall distanoM by the head, he wUI 
eonunand : 

JSy ^ head ^oohtmn^ take wheeling dittanee. 

324. At this commaDd, the oaptain of the lead- 
ing oompany will pat it in march ; to this end, hm 
wm eommand: 

1. Firai company^ forward* 2, Ouide left, 
3. March (or double quick — March). 

325. When the second shall hare neariy ito 
wheeling distance, its captain will command : 

1. Second compamy^ forwards 2. Guide lefL 
3. March (or double quick — March). 

326. At the command march, which will be pro- 
nounced at the i:>8tant that this company snail 
have its wheeling distance, it will step offlsmartly, 
taking the step from the preceding company. 
Each of the other companies will successiyely 
execute what has jnst been prescribed for the 
■econd. 

327. The colonel will see that each company 
puts itself in march at the instant it has its dis* 
tance. 

328. The lieutenant colonel will hold himself al 
the head of the column, and direct the march of 
the leading guide. 

329. The major will hold himself abreast with 
^e rearmost guide. 

0. If the column, instead of being at a hal% 
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be in maroh, the colonel will give the same oon^ 
mands, and add : 

Mabch (or double quick — March). 

331. If the column be marching in quick time, 
at the command mareh^ the captain of the leading 
eompany will cause double quick time to be taken ; 
which will also be done by the other captains aa 
the companies successiTely attain their proper 
wheeliD^ distance. 

332. If the column be marching in double quick 
time, the leading company will continue to march 
at the same gait. The captains of the other com- 
panies will cause quick time to be taken, and as 
eaob company ^ins its proper distance, its cap- 
tfdn will cause it to retake the double quick step, 

%d. To take dxaianee* on t\€ rectr of (JU column. 

333. If the colonel wish to take distances on 
the rearmost company, he will establish two 
markers on the direction he shall wish to gire to 
the line of battle, the first opposite to the rear* 
most company, the second marker towards the 
bead of the column, at company distance from the 
first, and botli facing to the rear; at the same 
time, the right general guide, on an intimation 
from the lieutenant colonel, will move rapidly a 
little beyond the point to which the head of the 
column will extend, and place himself correctly on 
the prolongation of the two markers. These die- 
positions l^ing made, the colonel will command : 
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L On the eigTah company y fake wheeling distance, 
2. Column forward, 3. Guide left, 4. March 
(or double quick — March). 

334. At the third command, the captains will 
place themselves two paces outside of the direct- 
ing flank ; the captain of the eighth company will 
caution it to stand fast. 

335. At the command m^rchf repeated by all 
^e captains, except the captain of the eighth com- 
pany, this latter company will stand fast; its chief 

I will align it bj the left on the first marker, who is 

I opposite to this company, and place himself before 

its centre, after commanding: Front. At this 

command, the marker will retire, and the left 

guide will take his place. 

336. All the other companies will put themselves 
in march, the guide of the leading one directing 
himself a little within the right general guide; 
when the seventh company has arrived opposite 
the second marker, its captain will halt, and align 
it on this marker, in the manner prescribed for 
the eighth company. 

337. When the captain of the sixth company 
■hall see that there is, between his company and 
the seventh, the necessary space for wheeling into 
line, he will halt his company ; the guide facing 
to the rear will place himself promptly on the di- 
rection, and the moment he shall be assured in his 
position, the captain will align the company by 
the left, and then place himself two paces before 
Its centre ; the other companies will successively 
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aotiform tbemselvea to whiit hM just been pre- 
•^ibed for the sixth oompanj. 

338. The colonel will follow the movement, and 
see that each company halts at the preecribed dis* 
taace; he will promptly remedy any fkult that 
may be committed, and, aa soon as all the compa^ 
nies shall be aligned, he will cause the guides, who 
«re faced to the rear, to face about. 
• 339. The lieutenant colonel will snccasmyely 
assure the left guides on the direction, placing 
himself in their rear, as they arrire. 

340. The major will hold himself at the head of 
the column, and will direct the march of the lead* 
log guide. 

Zd, To take diitcmoti on the head of the oohtmmr 

341. The colonel, wishing to take distances on 
the leading company, will establish two markers 
in the manner just prescribed, one abreast with 
this company, and the other at company distance 
in rear of the first, but both facing to the front: 
the left general guide, on an intimation from the 
lieutenant colonel, will move rapidly to the rear 
and place himself correctly on the prolongation of 
the two markers, a little beyond the point to which 
the rear of the column will extend : these disposi* 
tioDS being made, the colonel will command: 

1. On the first company ^ take viheeling distance, 
2. Battalion^ about— Face. 3. Column, for 
ward, 4. Guide right, 5. March (or doubU 
quick — ^March). 

7» 
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942. At the second oommftnd, all the comp^ 
niesy except the one designated, will fkce aboi]t» 
the guides remaining in the front rank, now be* 
oome the rear. 

. S4d. At the fourth eommand, the captains wifl 
place them selves ontside of their guides. 

344. At the command march, the captain of 
I the designated company will align it, as pre- 
/ scribed, No. 335, on the marker placed by its 
' side. 

345. The remaining companies will pnt them- 
selves in march, the guide or the rearmost one will 
direct himself a little within the left general guide; 
when the second company shall have arrived oppo* 
site the second marker, its captain will face it 
about, conforming to what is prescribed, No. 270, 
and align it, as has just been prescribed for the 
first coinpany. 

346. The instant that the third company shall 
have its wheeling distance, its captain will halt 
it facing it about, as prescribed, No. 270, and 
align it by tbe left ; the captains of the remaining 
companies will each, in succession, conform him- 
self to what has just been prescribed for the cap- 
tain of the third. 

347. The colonel will follow the movement, as 
indicated No. 338 ; the lieutenant colonel and ma* 

i'or will conform themselves to what is prescribed^ 
los. 339 and 340. 

348. These various movements will be executed 
according to the same principles in a column with 
the left in front. 

349. They will be executed in like manner in a 
column closed in mass ; but, if it be the wish of 
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tbe oolonel to open oat the column to half, instead 
of full distance, he will substitute, in the com- 
mands, the indication halft for that of wheeling 
distance. 

350. In a column by division, distances will be 
Wken according to the same principles. 



Artiolb Tbkth. 
OjwnUrjMTch of a column' at JttU or half dxHetmoek 

351. In a column at full or half distance, the 
eonntermarch will be executed by the means indi- 
cated, school of the company; to this end, the oolo- 
nel will command : 

I. Countermarch. 2. Battalion right (or Uft)-^ 
Face. 3. By file left (or right). 4. March (or 
double quick — March). 

To countermarch a column closed in mass, 

352. If th^ column be closed in mass, the conn- 
iennarch will be executed by the commands and 
oieans subjoined. 

353. The column being supposed formed by di* 
Tision, right in front, the colonel will command ; 

I. Countermarch, 2. Battalion, right and lef^ 
Face. 3. By file left and right, 4. March (of 
double q\tiek — March). 
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354 At the first command, the chiefs of the odd 
numbered divicioDs will caution them to face to 
the right, and the chiefs of the others to face to the 
left. 

355. At the second command, the odd djiiflions 
will fa3e to the right, and the even to the left; the 
right and left guides of all the divisions will face 
about ; the chiefs of odd divisions will hasten to 
their right and cause two files to break to the rear, 
and each chief place himself on the left of the 
leading front rank man of his division ; the ohiefb 
of even divisions will hasten to their left, and 
eause two files to break to the rear, and each 
chief place himself on the right of his leading 
front rank man. 

356. At the command march, all the divisions, 
each conducted by its chief, will step off smartly, 
the guides standing fast ; each odd division wUl 
wheel by file ^to the left around its tight guide ; 
each even division will wheel by fl]e tQ the rig ht 
around its Jeft guide, each division so direciing itn 
march as to arrive behind its opposite guide, an< 
when its hoad shall be up with this guide, tht 
chief will halt the division, and cause it to face tc 
the front. 

357. Each division, on facing to the front* will 
be aligned by its chief by the right ; to thie end, 
the chiefs of the even divisions'^flTmove rapidly 
to the right of their respective divisions. 

358. The divisions being aligned, each chief 
will command, Front; at this, the guides will 
•hift to their proper flanks. 

359. In a column with the left in front, th« 
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eoaniermaroh will bo exeonied by the tame oom- 
mands and means ; bat all the aiyiMons will be 
aliened b^ the left : to this end, the chiefs of the 
odd divisions will hasten to the left of their re- 
spective divisions as soon as the latter shall have 
been faced to the front. 

360. The colonel, placed on the directing flanks 
will superintend the general movement. 

361. The countermarch being ended, the lieute* 
nant colonel will always place himself abreast 
with the leading, and the major abreast with the 
rearmost division. 

362. In a column by company, closed in mass, 
the countermarch will be executed by the same 
means and commands, applying to companies what 
is prescribed for divisions. 

363. The countermarch will always take place ^ 
from a halt, whether the column be dosed in i 
or at full, or half distance. 



Articls Elivinth. 

Bdng in column by company, closed in mass, i» 
form divisions, 

364. The column being closed in mass, rieht io 
front, and at a halt, when the colonel shall wish 
to form divisions, he will command: 

1. Form divisions. 2. Left companies, ^ft — Fagi. 
3. March (or double quick — March.) 
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965. At the first oommuid, the oaptaint of tik« 
left oompaoieB will caution them to faoe to the 
left. 

366. At the second command, the left companiM 
will faoe to the left, and their captains will plaoe 
themselves by the side of their respective lell 
gnides. 

367. The right companies, and their captains, 
will stand fast ; but the ri^ht and left guides of 
each of tl)ese companiet will place themselves r^ 
spectively before the ri^ht and left files of the com* 
pany, both ^ides facing to the right, and each 
resting his nsht arm gently against the breast of 
the front rank man o( the file, in order to mark 
the direction. 

368. At the command march, the left companiet 
only will put themselves in march, their captainF 
standing fast ; as each shall see that his company, 
filing past, has nearly cleared the column, he will 
command: 

1. Such compamy. 2. Halt. 3. Front. 

369. The first command will be given when 
the company shall yet have four paces to march ; 
the second at the instant it shall have cleared its 
right company ; and the third immediately after 
the second. 

870. The company having faced to the front, 
the files, if there be intervals between them, will 
promptly incline to the right; the captain will 
place himself on the left of the right conpanj 
of the division, and align himself correctly on tfaie 
' -^nt rank of that company. 
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971. The left guide will phiee l^nwelf •i tiie 
tame time before one of the three left ftlee of hli 
company, face to the right, and cover oorreotlj 
^e gaidee of the right company; the moment 
bis captain sees him established on the direction, 
be will command : , 

372. At this, the left company will dress florwaid 
on the alignment of the right company ; the firont 
rank man, who may find himself opposite to the 
left gaide, will, without preceding his rank, rest 
lightly his breast against the right arm of this 
enide ; the captain of the left company will direct 
Its alignment on this man, and the alignment being 
assured, he will command, Fbont; but not quit 
his position. 

373. The colonel seeing the divisions formed, 
will command: 

G^i(2et-*Po8Ti. 

374. At this, the guides who have marked the 
fronts of divisions will return to tbeir places in 
aolumn, the left guide of each right company pass- 
ing through the interval in the centre of the divi- 
sion, and the captains will place themselves as 
prescribed No. 75. t - *^ ' ' 

375. The colonel, from the directing flank of the 
•olumn, will superintend the general execution of 
ihe movement. 

376. If the column be in march, instead of at a 
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halt, when the ookmel shall wish to form divi* 
sioDs, he will oommand : 

1. Form divinons, 2. Leji companies, hy the left 
flank. 3. March (or dovble quick — March). 

377. At the first command, the captains of tho 
light companies will command, Mark time, the 
captains of the left companies will caution their 
companies to face by the left flank, 

378. At the third command, the right oompanies 
will mark time, the left companies will face to the 
left ; the captains of the left oompanies will each 
see his company file past him, and when it haa 
cleared the column, will command : 

Such company by ike right flank^M^wm. 

As soon as the diyisions are formed, the cdonel 
will oommand : . 

4. Forward. 5. March. 

S79. At the fifth oommand, the column will 
resume the gait at which it was marching previous 
to the commencement of the movement. The guidea 
of each division will remain on the right and left 
of their respective companies ; the left guide of the 
right company will pass into the line of file closers, 
Imore the two companies are united; the right 
guide of the lef^ company will step into the remt 
rank. The captains will place themselves as pf» 
■eribed No. 75. 
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Being in eehmn ai JyU w half dkianee io farm 

dimsumi, 

380. If the column be alA.b^lt, and, instead of 

Mag elosed in mase, is at full or half distance, di* 

nsioDB will be formed in the same manner; but the 

captains of the left companies, if the movement be 

made in quick time, a,ft&t commanding Front, will 

each place himself before the centre of his com 

panj, and command, 1. Su^h company, forward* 

2. Guide right 3. March. If the movement be 

made in double quick time, each will command as 

soon as his company has cleared the column : 

I. Such company by the right flank. 2. March. 

381. The right guide of en h left company will 
so direct his march as to arrive by the side of the 
man on the left of the right company. Tbe left 
company being nearly up with the rear rank of tho 
right company, its captain will halt it, and the 
movement will be finished as prescribed No. 371 
and following. 

382. If the left be in front, the movement will 
be executed by inverse means : the right compa- 
nies will conform themselves to what is prescribed 
above for tbe left companies ; and the two guides, 
placed respectively, before the right and left files 
of each leu company, will face to the left. At the 
oommand, Guides posts, given Inr the colonel, tho 
guides, who have marked the »ont of divisions, 
and the captains, will quickly xetake their placet 
in the column. 

383. If the column be marching at full distance! 
the divisions will be formed as prescribed No. 196^ . 
If it be marching a* half distance, the formation" 

TOL. II.— 8 PoooIp 
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win tsikB pUee bj tiie oommanda and aeoordiag to 
the principles indicated No. 376 ; if the column be 
marching in double quick tioM, the companies 
which should aark time will march in quick time 
by the command of their captains. 

Remarks an ihe/ormatian (^dvneUmaJrwm a halL 

384. As this movement may be considered as 
the element of deployments, it ought to bo exe- 
cuted with the utmost accuracy. 

385. If companies marching by the flauk do not 
preserre exactly their distances, there will be 
openings between the files at the instant of facing 
to the m>nt. 

386. If captains halt their companies too early, 
they will want space, and the files which have not 
cleared the flanks of the standing companies will 
not be able to dress into line without pushing their 
ranks laterally. 

387. If on the contrary the companies be halted 
too late, it will be necessary for them to incline to 
the right or left in dressing; and in deployments, 
either of these faults would lead to error in the 
following companies. 

388. As often as a guide shall have to step out 
to place himself before his subdiTision in oraer to 
mark the direction, he will be particularly careful 
to place himself so as to be opposite to one of the 
^ree outer files of the subdivision when they shall 
be aligned : if he take too much distance, and nei- 
ther Si those files finds itself against him, the 
chiefs of the subdivision will have no assured 
point en which to direct the alignment. 
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PAET lOURTH. C'^'^ ] 

Different modes of passing from the order in oclumn 
to Me order in battle. 

Articli FimsT. 

Manner of determining tlie line of batUe. 

389. The line of battle may be marked or dete^ 
mined in three different manners : Ist, by placing 
two markers eighty or a hundred paces apart, on 
the direction it is wished to ^ive to the line ; 2(1, 
by placing a marker at the point at which it may 
be intended to rest a flank, and then choosing a 
second point towards, or beyond the opposite flank, 
and there posting a seconcT marker distant from 
each other a little less than the leading subdiyi- 
flion ; 3<2, by choosing at first the points of direc- 
tion for the flanks, and then determining, by in- 
termediate points, the straight line between those 
■elected points, both of which may sometimes be 
beyond reach. 

Artioii Ssoond. 

Different modes of passing from column at fiA 
distance into line of battle. 



1. J^ the left (or riebt) ' 
2.^ therigbt(orlefl] 

3. Forward, 

4. Faced to the rear. 



into line of batUi. 
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1«<. OoUmn at full diatanetf, rigkt in front, to tk9 ^fi 
into line of battU, 

390. A oolamn, right in front, being at a halt, 
irhen the colonel shall wish to form it to the left 
into line, he will assure the positions of the guides 
by the means previously inaioated, and then eom> 
mand: 

1. Left into line, whed, 2. March (or douhU 
quick — March). 

391. At the first command, the ri^ht guide of 
the leading company will hasten to place himself 
on the direction of the left guides of the column, 

/ face to them, and place himself so as to be oppo- 
\ site to one of the three right files of his company, 
- when they shall be in line : he will be assured in 
this position by the lieutenant colonel. 

392. At the command march^ briskly repeated 
by the captains, the left front rank man of each 
company will face to the left^ and rest his breast 
lightly against the right arm of his guide ; the 
companies will wheel to the left on the princi' 
pie of wheeling from a halt, conforming them* 
selves to what is nrescribed, school of the cctn- 
pany, No. 239 : eacn captain will turn to his com- 
pany, to observe the execution of the movement, 
and, when the right of the company shall arrive 
at three paces from the line or battle, he will 
command : 

1. Such company. 2. Halt. 
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393. The compaBj being halted, the capttis will 
%lace himself on the line by the side or the leH 
front rank man of the company next on the rights 
align himself correotlj, and command : 

3. £^A^— Driss. 

394. At this command, the company will dreea 
ip between the captain and the front rank man OB 
its left, the captain directing the alignment on that 
man ; the front rank man on the ri^ht of the right 
company, who finds himself opposite to its right 
gaide^ will lightly rest his breast against the left 
arm o^ this guide. 

395. Each captain, haying aligned his company, 
will command, Front, and the colonel will Md : 

Guides — ^Posts. 

396. At this command, the guides will retam to 
their places in line of battle, each passing throngh 

• the nearest captain's interral; to permit him to 
pass, the captain will momentarily step before the 
first file of his company, and the covering sergeaat 
behind the same file. Thi$ ruh is general far aU 
ike formations into line of bcUtle, 

397. When companies form line of battle, file 
closers will always place themselves exactly two 
paces from the rear rank, which will sufficiently 
assure their alignment. 

398. The battalion being correctly aligned, the 
colonel, lieutenant colonel, and major, as well as 
the adjutant and sergeant major, will return to 
their respective places in line of battle. This tids 
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aerertbel^, the battalion l>eiDg in the sehool «f 
•lemenlarj instraotion, the eolonel will go to any 
point he may deem neeeesary. 

399. A column, with the left in front, will form 

itself U> the right into line of batUe, aooordinc 

to the same principles ; the left guide of the left 

eompany will place himself, at tl^ first command, 

on toe direction of the right gaides, in a manMr 

oorresponding to what is prescribed. No. 391, lor 

the right guide of the right company. 

r 400. At the command gmdeipoHs^ the eaptaitts 

' will take their places in line of battle as well as 

! the guides. This rule is general fir aUfinrmoHtms 

I intoUne ofbatUe in which iheeompames are oHgned 

IhyiheUfi. 

401. A column by division may form itself into 
line of battle by the same commands, and means, 
but observing what follows: if the right be in 
ttfmti at the command hM, given by the chieft of 
^vision, the left guide of each right company wQl 
place himself on the alignment opposite to one of 
Uie three files on the left of his company ; the left 

Snide of the first company will be assured on the 
ireetion by the lieutenant colonel ; the left guides 
of the other right companies will align themselves 
eorreetly on the division gaides ; to this end, the 
division guides (on the i^gnment) will invert, aiad 
bold their pieces up peipendiouhurly before the 
centre of their bodies, at the command ^ Me 
Ime, whetL If the colnmn by division be with the 
left in front, the right guides of left eompanies will 
•onferm themselves to what has just been p«s- 
'Mribed for the left gmdes of right oompaaies^ miMl 
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^■ee theoMehes em tbe fin* op^osato to one of ibe 
Ibree right files of their reepeetiTe oonipaiiie*. 

4012. A column in maron will be formed into 
Kne, vrithoot halting, by the eaoM 9omtotmd» nod 
means. At the command mtxrehf the guides will 
Imk in their plaees, and the lievienant ^onel will 
^DK^tlj reotifV their positions. 

403. If, in Arming the oohimn into Kne, tbe 
eoljonel i^nld with to more Ibrwaid, witbent ball- 
ing, he will command : 

h Bf^ eomparms i^ whed. 2. Mamb (er d^ubU 
^tneki ' Mams). 

404. At tbe comiMUMi mmrck, briskl j repeated 
by the captains, each company will wheel to tbe 
left on A fixed pivot, as prescribed in tbe school 
ef the company, No. 261 ; the leftgaides will step 
ba ck into the ra nt of file closers 1^for6.:0ie wheel 
is coiAiitleted, aoGTwhen the right of tbe companies 
shall amve near the line, the col(»el will com- 
mand : 

3. Forwtrd. 4. Makgh, 5. €fuide eett^re* 

405. At tbe ibarth command, giren at tbe in- 
stant the wheel is completed* the companies will 
march directly to tbe front. At the fifth command, 
tbe color and the general guides will move rapidly 
six paces to tbe front. Tbe colonel will assure the 
direction of the color ; the captains of companies 
and Uie men will, at once, confbrm tiiemselves to 

'the principles of tbe march in line of battle, to 
^be beteinaftor indisatedy No. dST, and foUawk^ 
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406. The rame prineipke we Applioable ter4k 
oolnmn left in front. 

Bif tnvertum to ike right {otl^) imh Una of batik, 

407. When a oc^tmiii, right in front» ehttll be 
onder the necessity of forming itaelf into line 
feced to the rererse flank, and the eolonel ehall 
widi to exeoote tbie formatiOQ bj the ekorteel 
movement, he will command: 

I. By inversion, right into Hne, loAerf* 2. JM> 
taUmf guide ri^, 

408. At the first comnMuid, the lientenmn^ 
oolonel will place himself in front, and facing to 
the rieht guide of the leading subdivision ; at the 
eecond command, he will rectify, as prompUy as 
possible, the direction of the right guides of tin 
<)olumn ; the captain of the odd company, if there 
be one, and the oolnmn be by aivision, wiU 

Srom^tly bring the right of hie company on the 
irection, and at company distance from the divi- 
flion next in front ; the left guide of the leadinc 
Babdivision will place hiniself on the direction or 
the right guides, and will be assured in his posi* 
^on by the lieutenant colonel; which being exe- 
onted, the colonel will command: 

3. Mabch (or €huble quick-^MAUom). 

409. At this, the right front rank man of eftoh 
•ubdivieion will face to the right, rest hie broaal 
'^^tly againat the left arm of his gnide^ and th« 
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hftitalioQ will form itoelf to the ricbt into line of . 
battle, according to the principles prescribed ; • 
which being ezecated, the colonel will oommand: 

G^um2m— PoflTS. 

410. If the column be with the left in front, it 
will form itself, by inversion, to the left into line, 
according to the same principles. 

411. If the colonel shonla wish the battalion, 
when formed into line of battle, to be moved for- 
ward, the movement will be ezecoted by the com- 
nuands, and according to the principles indicated 
in No. 403 ; always preceding the command, bu 
companies right (or 2^) wheel, by the commano, 
hy inversion. 

Successive Ihrinaiions. 

412. Under the denomination of snocessive 
formations are included all those formations 
where the several subdivisions of a column arrive 
one after another on the line of battle ; such are 
formations on the right, or left, forward and faced 
to the rear into line of battle, as well as deploy* 
ments of columns in mass. 

413. The successive formations which may be 
ordered when the column is marching, and is to 
continue marching, will be executed by a combi- 
nation of the two gaits, quick and double quick tim«« 
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414. A columo hj company, at full distanoe and 
right in front, having to form itself on the right 
into line of battle, the colonel will indicate to the 
lieutenant colonel a little in advance, the point of 
appui, or rest, for the rieht, as well as the point 
of direction to the left ; me lieutenant colonel will 
hasten with two markers, and establish them in 
the following manner on the direction indicated. 

415. The first marker will be placed at the point 
of appui for the right fW>nt rank man of the lead* 
ing company ; the second will indicate the point 
where one of the three left files of the same com- 
pany will rest when in line ; they will be placed 
so as to present the right shoulder to the battalion 
when formed. 

416. These dispotitioiM being made, the colonel 
will command : 

1. On the rights into Iwe, 2. BatUdum^ guide rigkL 

417. At the second command, the right will be- 
come the directing flank, and the touch of the 
elbow will b« to that side ; the right euide of the 
leading company will march straight ^rward until 
up with the turning point, and each following 
guide will march in the trace of the one imme- 
diately preceding. 

418. The leading company being nearly up with 
Itie first marker, its captain will command: 
1. Bight turn, and when the company is precise^ 
np with this marker, he will add : 2. March. 
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419. At the eoiDinaAd mareht iht eompftoy will 
tarn to the right; the right guide will so direct 
himself as to bring the man next to him opposite 
to the right marker, and when at three paces from 
him, the captain will command: 

1. First company; 2. Halt. 

420. At the second command, the company will 
halt ; the files, not yet in line, will form promptly; 
tlie left guide will retire as a file closer ; and the 
captain will then command : « , 

3. BigM — Driss. 

421. At this command, the company will ali||(n 
itself; the two men who find themselves opposite 
to the two markers, will each lightly rest his oreast 
against the right arm of his marker ; the captain, 
passing to the right of the front rank, will direct 
the alignment on these two men. Tfiese ruka are 
general for all sticcesstve formations. 

422. The second company will continue to 
march straight forward ; when arrived opposite to 
the left flank of the preceding company, it will 
tarn to the right, and be formed on the line of 
battle, as has just been prescribed ; the right guide 
will direct himself so as to come upon that line 
by the side of the man on the left of the first 
eompany. 

423. At the distance, of three paces from the 
line of battle, the eompany will oe halted by its 
eaptain, who will place himself briskly by the side 
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of the m«n on tbo lefk of tbo preoeding company, 
and ali^ himself correctly on its front rank. 

424. The left guide will, at the same time, place 
himeelf before one of the three left files of his com- 
pany, and, facing to the ri^ht, he will place him* 
self accurately on the direction of the two marker* 
of the preceding comfjany. 

425. The captain will then command : 

426. At this command, the second company 
will dress forward on the line ; the captain will 
direct its alignment on the front rank man who 
has rested his breast against the left guide of the 
company. 

427. The following companies will thus come 
successiyely to form themselTes on the line of 
battle, each conforming itself to what has just been 
prescribed for the one next to the right; and 
when they shall all be established, the colonel will 
command: 

G^uuZtff— Posts. 

428. At this command, the guides will take their 
places in line of battle, and the markers placed 
Wore the right company will retire. 

429. If the column be marching in quick timet 
and the colonel should wish to cause the move- 
ment to be executed in double quick time, he 
will add the command: DouhU quick — Marcb. 
At the command march^ all the companies will 
take the double quick step, and the moyemeftl 
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will be executed as prescribed, No. 417, and fol 
lowing. 

430. The colonel will follow up the formation, 
passing along the front, and being always opposite 
to the company about to turn: it is thus thai ho 
will be the better able to see and to correct tii« 
Qrror that would result from a command giyeik too 
soon or too late to the preceding company. 

431. The lieutenant colonel will, with tne great- 
est care, assure the direction of the guides ; to this 
end, the instant that the markers are established 
for the leading company, he will move a littk 
beyond the point at which the left of the next 
company will rest, establish himself correctly on 
the prolongation of the two markers, and assure 
the guide of the second company on this direction; 
this guide being assured, the lieutenant colonel 
will place himself farther to the rear, in order to 
assure, in like manner, "the guide of the third 
company, and so on, successively, to the left of th« 
battalion. In assuring the guides in their positions 
on the line of battle, he will take care to let them 
first place themselves, and confine himself to reo* 
tifying their positions if they do not cover accu- 
rately, and at the proper distance, the preceding 
guides or markers. This rule is general, for aU 
tuccessive formations. 

432. A column, left in front, will form itself on 
Che left into line of battle according to the same 
principles : the captains will go to the left of their 
respective companies to align them, and shift 
afterwards to their proper flanks, as prescribed 
No. 400. 

VOL. u.-— 9 a 
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Remarks on the formation on the rigJU, or left, inJk 
line of battle. 

433. In order that this movement may be eze* 
ented with regblaritj, it is necessary to establish 
the line of battle so that the guide of each com* 
pany, after turning, may have at least ten steps to 
take, in order to come upon that line. 

434. In the first exercises, the line of battle will 
be established on a direction parallel to that of the 
column : but, when the captains and guides shall 
comprehend the mechanism of the movement, the 
colonel will generally choose oblique directions, in 
order to habituate tiie battalion to form itself in 
any direction. 

435. When the direction of the line of battle 
forms a sensible angle with that of the march of the 
column, the colonel, before beginning the move- 
ment, will give the head of the column a new di- 
rection parallel to that line : to this end, he will 
indicate to the guide of the leading company % 

Joint in advance, on which this guide will imme- 
iately direct himself, and the company will con- 
form itself to the direction of its guide, at the 
command, or on a mere caution, of the captain, 
according as the change of direction may require; 
each following company will make the same move* 
ment, on the same ground, as it shall successively 
mrrive. By this means the guides of all the com« 
panics in the column will have, after turning, 
nearly the same number of paces to take in order 
to come upon the line of battle. 

136. Every captain will always observe, ia 
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placing himself on that line, not to nve the com , 
mand dress^ until after the guide of nis company j 
shall have heen assured on the direction by the 
lieutenant colonel. This rule is general for all ' 
tvccessive formations, 

437. Each captain will cause his company to 
Bopport arms, the instant that the captain, who . 
follows him, shall have commanded front. Thit 
rule is general for all successive formaixons, 

438. When, in the execution of this movement, 
the colonel shall wish to commence firing, he will 
give the order to that effect to the captain whose 
company is the first in line of battle : this captain 
will immediately place himself behind the centre 
«f bis company, and as soon as the next captain 
shall have commanded front, he will commence 
the fire bv file, by the commands prescribed, 
school of the company. At the command fire by 
fXCy the marker at the outer file of this first com- 
pany will retire, and the other will place himself 
ftgamst the nearest man of the next company. 
The captain of the latter will commence firing as 
soon as the captain of the third company, in line, 
shall have commanded front; the marker before 
the nearest file of the second company, in line, will 
now retire, and the guide before the opposite flank 
will place himself before the nearest file of the 
third company, in line, and so on» in continuation, 
to the last company on the left or right of the bat- 
talion, according as the formation may have com- 
menced with the right or left in front. 

439. In all the succesHive formations, the same 
principles will be observed for the execution of the 
ftre by file. This fire will always be executed by 
the command of each captain of company. 
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td. Column at full dittanee, fonoard into line of hcttU. 

440. A column being by company, at full dis- 
tance, rieht in front, and at a balt^ when th« 
colonel snail wish to form it forward into line, he 
will conform to what is prescribed Nos. 414 and 
415, and then command : 

1. Forward into line, 2. By company , lefi half 
tphed. 3. March (or double quick — March). 

/ 441. At the first command, the captain of the 

i^ leading company will add — guide riglU, put the 

t company in march, halt it three paces from the 

markers, and align it against the latter by the 

right. 

442. At the command mao'clit all the other com* 
panics will wheel to the left on fixed pivots ; and, 
at the instant the colonel shall judge, according to 
the direction of the line of battle, that the compa- 
nies haTC sufficiently wheeled, he will commana: 

4. FoTVoard, 5. Marck. 6. Guide right, 

443. At the fifth command, the companies, 
eeasing to wheel, will march straight forward; 
and at the sixth, the men will touch elbows to- 
wards the right The right guide of the second 
company, who is nearest to the line of battle, will 
march straight forward; each succeeding ri^ht 
guide will follow the file immediately before him 
at the cessation of the wheel. 

444. The second company haying arrired oppo- 
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ike to tbe left file of the first, its captain will cause 
»t to turn to the right, in order to approach the 
line oibattle ; and when its right guide shall be 
at three paces from that line, the captain will 
ecffiimand: 

1. Second company, 2. Halt. 

445. At the second command, the company will 
halt ; the files not jet in line with the guide will 
come into it promptly, the left guide will place 
himself on the line of battle, so as to be opposite \ 
to one of the three files on the left of the company; i 
and, as soon as he is assured on the direction by 
the lieutenant colonel, the captain, having placea 
himself accurately on tbe line of bafade, will 
command : 

3. Right— J>v^^ 

446. At the instant that the guide of the second 
company begins to turn to the right, the guide of 
the third, ceasing to follow the file immediately 
before him, will march straight forward ; and, 
when he shall arrive opposite to the left of th^ 
lecond, his captain will cause the company to 
him to the right, in order to approach the line of 
battle, halt it at three paces from that line, and 
align it by the right, as prescribed for the second 
company. 

447. Each following company will execute what 
has just been prescribed for the third, as the pre- 
ceding company shall turn to the right, in ordei' 
to approach the line of battle. 

Q* 
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448. The formation ended, tke oolonel will 
mand: 

Guides — ^Postb. 

449. The colonel and lieutenant colonel will ob* 
eerre in this formation, what is prescribed for 
ihem on the right into line. 

450. A column left in front, will form itself 
forward into line of battle according to the 8am« 
principles and by inverse means. 

451. When a column by company at full dis- 
tance, right in front, and in march, shall arriye 
behind the right of the line on which it is to form 
into battle, the colonel and lieutenant colonel will 
conform themselves to what is prescribed Nos. 414 
and 415. 

452. The head of the column having arrived at 
company distance from the two markers estab- 
lished on the line, the colonel will command : 

1. Forward irUo line, 2. By company, left hUf 
wheel, 3. March (or double quick — Mabch). 

453. At the first command, the captain of the 
first company will command, Guide right, and 
caution it to march directly to the front, the cap- 
tains of the other companies will caution them to 
wheel to the left 

454. At the command march, briskly repeated 
by the captains, the first company will continue to 
march to the front, taking the touch of elbows to 
the right. Its chief will halt it at three paces 
from the markers, and align it by the right. The 
'^tber companies will wheel to the left (#n fixed 
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ykmU, and at ibe inBtant the colonel shall jadga 
that iliey haye wheeled sufficiently, he will com- 
mand: 

4. Forward, 5. Mabch. 6. Guide righL 

455. At the fifth command, the companies will 
cease to wheel and move forward. At the sixth, 
ihej will take the touch of elbows to the right* 
The movement will be executed as preyiouslj 
explained, k }»^ 

456. If the colonel should wish to form the 
column forward into line, and to continue to 
march in this order, he will not cause markers to 
be established ; the movement will be executed in 
dauhle quick time, by the same commands and 
means, out wHE the following modifications. 

457. At the first command, the captain of the 
first company will add quick time after the com- 
mand guide right. At the second command, the 
first company will continue to march in quick time, 
and will take the touch of elbows to the right ; its 
chief will immediately place himself on its right, 
and to assure the march, will take points of direction 
to the front The captain of the second company 
will cause his company to take the same gait as 
gpon as it shall arrive on a line with the first, an? 
will also move to the right of his company ; the 
captains of the third and fourth companies will 
execute successively what has just been prescribed 
for the second. The companies will preserve the 
touch of elbows to the right, until the command, 
guide centre. 

458. When the color company shall hay« 
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entered the line, the colonel will command, guide 
centre. At this command, the color-bearer and 
the ri^ht general guide will move rapidly six 
paces in advance of the line. The colonel will 
assure the direction • of the color-bearer. The 
lieutenant colonel and the right companies will 
immediately conform themselves to the prineiplef 
of the march in line of battle. The lelfc compa- 
nies and the left general goide, as thej arrive on 
the line, will also conform to the same principles. 
If the column be marching in double ^uick time, 
when the last company shall have arrived on the 
line, the colonel will cause the double quick to be 
resumed. 

459. It is not necessary that the movement be 
entirely completed, before halting the battalion. 
As soon as the part of the battalion already formed- 
shall have arrived on the line of battle, the colo- 
nel vnll halt the battalion ; the companies not in 
line will each complete the movement. 

Bemcarks on the formation forward^ into line of 
battle. 

460. The precision of this movement depends 
on the direction the companies have at the moment 
the colonel commands. Forward — March. The 
colonel will judge nicely the point of time for 

giving this command, observing that, if the direo- 
on of the line of battle form with that of the 
column a right, or nearly a right angle, the com- 
panies ought to wheel about the eighth of the cir^ 
ele, and that the more acute the angle formed bj 
the two directionsi so much the more the comp*- 
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nies ought to wheel before marching straight foi^ 
ward. 

^1. It is important that each company in 
marching towards the line of battle should turd 
exactly oppoeite the point where its captain 
ought to place himself on that line ; if a company 
torn too soon, it will find itself masked, in part, by 
that which preceded it on the line of battle, and 
be obliged to umnask itself by the obliaue step ; 
if it turn too late, it will leave an interval between 
itself and the preceding company to be regained 
In like manner. In either case, the next company 
will be led into error, and the fault propagated to 
the opposite flank of the battalion. 

462. The guide of each company ought bo to 
regulate himself in turning, as to bring his com- 
pany to the halting point parallelly with the line 
of battle. 

463. If the angle formed by the line of battle 
and the primitive direction of the column be so 
acute^ that the companies, on arriving opposite to 
their respective places on the line of battle, find 
themselves nearly parallel to it, the captains will 
not nve the command, right (or left) turUf but 
each lialt his company, place himself on the line, 
•nd command : 

Bight (or 2e/?)— Dress. 

464. If, on the contrary, the anele formed by 
the line of battle and the primitive direction of the 
column be much greater than a right angle, the 
formation should be executed, not by the movement 
forward i^Uo line cf battle, but by that of an ihi 
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righi (or left) into line otbaiAe, and acoordiog to 
the principles prescribed for this formatioD. 
^ 4o5. If a company encounter an obstacle suffi- 
cient to prevent it from marching by the front, it 
will right (or ^ft) face in marching, by the com- 
mands and means indicated in the school of the 
company, Nos. 314 and 315. The guide will con- 
tinue to follow the same file behind which he was 
marching, and will maintain ezacUy the same 
distance from the company immediately preceding 
his own. The obstacle bemg passed, the company 
will be formed into line by the command of its 
captain. 

Uk, Oolumn at fuU distance, /eicmi to the rear, into Kmo 
of battle. 

466. A column being by company, at full dis- 
tance, right in front, and at a halt, when the colo- 
nel shall wish to form it into line faced to the rear, 
he and the lieutenant colonel will conform them- 
aelTes to what is prescribed Nos. 414 and 415, and 
the colonel will then command : 

1. Jnio line, faced to the rear. 2. Battalion, righi 
— ^Facb. 3. March (or double quick — March). 

467. Atthe first, command, the captain of the 
leading company will cause it to face to the right, 
and put it in march, causing it to wheel by file to 
the left, and direct its march towards the line of 
battle which it will pass in rear of the left 
marker ; the first file having passed three paces 
beyond the line, the company will wheel again bj 
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iUe to the left, in order to place itself in rear of 
the two markers ; being in this position, its eap» 
tain will halt it, face it to the front, and align it bj 
the right against the markers. 

468. At the second command, all the other eom- 
panies will face to the right, each captain placing 
himself by the side of his right guide. 

469. At the command march, the companiefl 
will put themselves in movement ; the left guidt 
of the second, who is nearest to the line of Imttle, 
will hasten in advance to mark that line ; he will * 
place himself on it as prescribed above for suooes* / 
sive formations, and thus indicate to his captain "^ 
the point at which he ought to pass the line ot bat- 
tle, bj three paces, in oraer to wheel by file to the 
left, and then to direct bis company parallelly to 
that line. 

470. As soon as the first file of this company 
shall have arrived near the left file of the pre* 
ceding one already on the line of battle, its cap- 
tain will command : 

1. Second company. 2. Halt. 3. Fbont. 
4. Eight—DnMaa. 

471. The first command will be given when the 
company shall yet have four paces to take to reach 
the halting point. 

472. At the second command, the company will 
halt. 

473. At the third, the company wiU face to the 
front, and if there be openings between the files, 
the latter will promptly close to the right; the 
captain will immediately place himself by the side 
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of fte iBMi on ttie left of the preceding company; 
ftjid align himself On its front rank. 

474. The fdurth command will be executed ai 
prescribed, No. 426. 

475. The following companies will be conducted 
and established on the line of battle as just pre- 
scribed for the second, each regulating itselt by 
the one that precedes it ; the left guides will de- 
tach themselyes in time to precede their respective 
companies on the line by twelve or fifteen paces, 
and each place himself so as to be opposite to one 
of the three left files of his company, when in line. 
If the movement be executed in double quick 
time, the moment it is commenced, all the lef| 
guides will detach themselves at the same time 
from the column, and wtli move at a run, to esta- 
blish themselves on the line of battle. 

476. The formation ended, tiie oolonel will COna- 
Biand: 

Guides — Posts. 

477. The colonel and lieutenant colonel, in this 
formation, will each observe what is prescribed 
for him in that of on the rightf into line ofhaitU, 

478. A column, left in front, will form it66lf 
faced to the rear into line of battle according to' 
the same principles and by inverse means. 

479. If the column be in march, and should 
arrive in front of the right of the line on which it 
is to form into battle, the co]:)ncl and lieutenant 
colonel will conform to what is prescribed, Nos, 
414 and 415. //w a ^ ,, 

480. When th« head of the column shall ho 
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neftrly at company distance from the two markeri 
established on the line, the colonel will command : 

1. Into line, faced to the rear. 2. Battalion^ bff 
the right flank. 3. March (or d^Me quiih— 
March). 

481. At the first command, the oaptaim will 
caution their companies to face by the right 
fiank. 

482. At the command march, briskly repeated 
b^ the captains of companies, all the companies 
will face to the right ; the first company will then 
wheel by file to the left, and be directed by its 
captain a little to the rear of the left marker ; then 
pass three paces beyond the line, and wheel again 
oy file to the left ; having arrived on the line, the 
captain will halt the company, and align it by the 
right. The remaining part of the movement will 
be executed as heretofore explained. 

483. The foregoing principles are applicable to 
a column, left in front. 

. 484. As the companies approach the line of 
battle, it is necessary that their captains should so 
direct the march as to cross that line a little in 
rear of their respective guides, who are &ced to 
the basis of the formation ; hence each euide ought 
to detach himself in time to find himself correctly 
established on the direction before bis company 
•hall come up with him. 

TOL. n. — ^10 
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Article Third. 
Formxtum in line of battle by hoo movemenU, 

485. If a colamn by company, right in froDt^ 
«nd at a halt, find itself in part on the line of bat* 
tie, and the colonel should think proper to form 
line of battle before all the companies enter the 
Dew direction, the formation will be executed in 
the following manner: 

486. It will be supposed that the column hat 
arrived behind the line of battle, and that five 
companies have entered the new direction. The 
colonel having aspured the guides of the first five 
companies on the Jirection, will command : 

1. Left into line, tcheel. 2. Three rearcompdnies, 
f Of ward into line. 

487. At the second command, the chief of each 
of the rear companies will command: Bp com* 
pany, left halfwhed; and the colonel will add : 

8. March (or dovhle quick — March). 

488. At this command, briskly repeated, th« 
first five companies will form themselves to the left, 
into line ofbatde^ and the three last forward^ %nt9 
line ofbatHe, by the means prescribed for these re- 
spective formations; each captain of the three 
rear companies will, when his company shall have 
suffioientiy wheeled, command : 
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1. Forward* 2. Mabch. 3. Chiideriffki, 

489. If the oolanm be in march, the oolonel 
will command: 

1. To iht Itftj and forward into Une. 2. Mabch 
(or double quick — Mabch). 

490. At the first command, the captains of those 
companies which have not entered on the new di* 
rection, will command: By company^ left half 
wheel. At the command marchy briskly repeated, 
the first five companies will form lefl into line, 
and the last three forward into line, as prescribed 
for these respective formations. Those captains 
who form their companies forward into line will 
oonform to what is prescribed, No. 488. 

491. If the colonel should wish, in forming the 
battalion into line, to march it immediately for- 
ward, he will command : 

1. By company to the left, and forward into lim* 
2. Mabch. 

492. At the first command, each captain, whose 
company is not yet in the new direction, will 
command: 1. By company , left half wheel; 2. 
Double quick. At the command march, briskly 
repeated by the captains, the companies not in the 
new direction will execute what is prescribed 
above for forming forward into line while march- 
ing ; each of the other companies will wheel to the 
len on a fixed pivot, and when the right of these 
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companies shall arriye on the line, the colonel wiU 
oommand : ' 

3. Fondari. 4. Harch. 6. Guide centre. 

493. The fifth command will be eiyen when the 
^lor-bearer arrives on the line, if nut already 
there. 

494. If the battalion be marching in double 
quick time, the colonel will cause quick time to be 
taken before commencing the movement. 

495. If, instead of arriving behind, the column 
should arrive before the line of battle, the colonel 
will command : 

1. Left into line, wheel, 2. Three rear companiet 
into line, faced to ihe rear. 

496. At the second command, the captain of 
each of the three rear companies will command ? 
1. Such company ; 2. Right — Facs. The oolond 
will then add t 

3. March (or double quick — March). 

497. At this command, briskly repeated, the 
ftist five companies will form themselves to the 
left, into line of haitle, and the three last faced to 
the rear, into line of haitle, by the means prescribed 
for these respective formations. 

498. If the column be in march, the colonel will 
command: 

Digitized by Google 



» or Yfis BATf At^ir-^AftT ir. ill 



1. 7h ilke lefi^ and into line faced to the rear, 
2. Mabch (or double qmck — J)lARcn). 

499. The movement will be executed ag pre- 
tcribed No8. 391. 480, and following. 

500. These several movements in a column, left 
in front, will be executed according to the sams 
principles, and by inverse means. 



Article Fourth. 

Different modes of passing fr/rm column at haltf 
distance, into line t^f batUe, 

l.^To the left (or right) ] 

4. Faced to the rear, J 

* ' f> • ^ ' * . 
\9t. Column at hal/ distance; to thd left (or right) into line 
of battle, 

501. A column at half distance having to form 
itself to the left (oTlrightj into' line of battle, the 
colonel will cause it to take distances by one of 
the means prescribed, Article IXTi Part Third, of 
this school ; which being executed, he will form 
the column into line of battle, as has been indi* 
cated, No. 390, and following. 
i]^ 502. If a column by company, at half distance, 
bo in march, and it be necessary to form rapidW 
Ato line of battle, the colonel will command : 
10* H 
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1. By the rear of column left (or right) into line^ 
iched, 2. March (or double quick — March). 

503. At the first command, the right general 

fnide will move rapidly to the front, and place 
imself a little beyond the point where the head 
of the column will rest, and on the prolongation 
of the guides. The captain of the eighth company 
will command: Lefl into line, wheel; the other 
captains will caution their companies to continue 
to march to the front. 

504. At the command march, briskly repeated 
by the captain of the eighth company, the guide 
of this company will halt short, and the company 
will wheel to the left, conforming to the principles 
prescribed for wheeling from a halt; when its 
right shall arrive near the line, the captain will 
halt the company, and align it by the left^ TJ^aother 
captains will place themselves b'ristlylm thei&ank 
of the column ; when the captain of the seventh 
sees there is sufficient distance between his com- 

Eany and the eighth to form the latter into line, 
e will command : Left into line, icAccZ— March ; 
the left guide will halt short, and faci ng to, th e 
rear, will place himself on the line ; the companj 
will wheel to the left, the man on the left of the 
front rank will face to the left, and place his 
breast against the left arm of the guide ; the cap- 
tain will halt the company when its right shall 
arrive near the line, and will align it by the left. 
The other companies will conform successively io 
what has just been prescribed for the seventh. 
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505. Each captain will direct the alignment of 
his company on the left man in the front rank of 
the company next on his right. 

506. The lieutenant colonel will be watchful 
that the leadins guide marches accurately on the 
prolongation of the line of battle, and directs him- 
self on the right general guide. The major, placed 
in rear of the left guide of the eighth company, 
will, as soon as the guide of the seventh company 
is established on the direction, hasten in rear of 
the guides of the other companies, so as to assure 
each of them in succession on the line. 

%cL Column at half distance, on the right (or left) into Un^ 
of battle, 

507. A column at half distance will form itself 
on the right (or left) into line of battle, as pre- 
scribed for a column at full distance. 

Bd, Column at half dittance, forward, into line of battle, 

508. If it be wished to form a column at half 
distance, forward into line of battle, the colonel 
will first cause it to close in mass and then deploy 
it on the leading company. 

4lA. Column at half dittanee, faced to the rear, into Un9 
ofbaUU, 

509. A column at half distance will be formed 
into line of battle, faced to the rear, as prescribed 
for a column at full distance. 
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Article Fifth. 
Dq>loymeni of columns closed in tna$9* 

510. A oolamn in mass maybe formed into lint 
•f battle: 

1. Faced to the front, by the deployment 

2. Faced to the rear, by the countermarch 

and the deployment. 

3. Faced to the right and faced to the left, by 

a change of direction by the flank, and 
the deployment. 

511. When a column in mass, b^ division, ar- 
rives behind the line on which it is intended to 
deploy it, the colonel will indicate, in advance, to 
the lieutenant colonel, the direction of the line of 
battle, as well as the point on which he may wish 
to direct the column. The lieutenant colonel will 
immediately detach himself with two markers, and 
establish them on that line, the first at the point 
indicated, the second a little less than the front 
9f a division from the first, 

512. Deployments will always be made upon 
lines parallel, and lines perpendicular to the line 
of battle ; consequently, if the head of the column 
be near the line of battle, the colonel will com- 
mence by establishing the direction of the column 
perpendicularly to that line, if it be not already 
80, Dy one of the means indicated. No. 244 and 
following, or No. 307 and following. If the oo- 
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tamn be in march, be will so direct it tbat it maj 
arrive exactly behind the markers, perpendicularly 
to the line of battle, and halt it at three paces 
from that line. 

513. The column, right in front, being halted, 
it is supposed that the colonel wishes to deploy it 
on the first division ; he will order the left general ' 
guide to gc to a point on the line of battle a little 
beyond that at which the left of the battalion will 
rest when deployed, and place himself correctly 
on the prolongation of the markers established 
before the first division. 

514. These dispositions being made, th6 colonel 
will oommand : 

1. On {he first division^ deploy column. 2. BaiUh 
lion, leJi'-'FACE. 

515. At the first command, the chief of the first 
division will caution it to stand fast ; the chiefs of 
the three other divisions will remind them that 
they will have to face to the left. 

516. At the second command, the three last 
divisions will face to the left ; the chief of each 
division will place himself by the side of its left 
guide, and the junior captain by the side of the 
covering sergeant of the left company, who will 
have stepped into the front rank. 

517. At the same command, the lieutenant 
• oolong will place a third marker on the alignment 

of the two first, opposite to one of the three }sA 
files of the right company, first division, and then 
place himself on the line of battle a few paces 
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beyond the point at which the left of the aeooiid 
division will rest. 

518. The colonel will then oommand : 

3. March (or double quick — Mabch). 

519. At this command, the chief of the first di- 
fision will go to its right, and command : 

Bighi — Dress. 

520. At this, the division will dress up against 
the markers; the chief of the division, and its 
junior captain, will each ijign the company on hit 
Iftft, and then command : 

Front. 

521. The three divisions, faced to the left, will 
pnt themselves in march ; the left guide of the 
second will direct himself parallelly to the line of 
battle; the left guides of the third and foarth 
divisions will march abreast with the guide of the 
second ; the guides of the third and fourth, eaoh 
preserving the prescribed distance between him- 
self and the guide of the division which preceded 
his own in the column. 

522. The chief of the second division will not 
follow its movement ; he will see it file by him, 
and when its right guide shall be abreast with* 
him, he will command : 

1. Second division. 2. Halt. 3. Front. 
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528. The first oommaod will be given when th^ 
division shall yet have seven or eight naoes to 
march ; the second, when the right guide shall be 
abreast with the chief of the division, and the 
third immediately after the second. 

524. At the second command, the division will 
halt ; at the third, it will face to the front, and if 
there be openings between the files, the chief of 
the division will cause them to be promptly closed 
to the right; the left guides of both companies 
will step upon the line of battle, fkce to the right, 
and place themselves on the direction of the 
markers established before the first division, each 
guide opposite to one of the three left files of his 
eompany. 

525. The division having faced to the front, its 
chief will place himself accurately on the line of 
battle, on the left of the first division ; and when 
he shall see the guides assured on the direction^ 
he will command. Eight — Driss. At this, the 
division will be aligned by the right in the man- 
ner indicated for the first. 

526. The third and fourth divisions will continue 
to march ; at the command licUtf given to the se- 
cond, the chief of the third will halt in his own 
person, place himself exactly opposite to the guide 
of the second, after this division shall have faced 
to the front and closed its files ; he will see his 
cUvision file past, and when his right guide shall 
be abreast with him, he will command : 

1. Third dioision, 2. Halt. 3. Fbont. 

527. As soon as the division fistoes to the front, 
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its chief will place bimsdf two p»c«& h%foite its 
centre, and command: 

1. Third division^ forward. 2. Guide righi. 
3. March. 

528. At tbe tliird command, the diTision will 
march towards the line of battle ; tbe right gaide 
will BO direct himself as to arrive by the sioe of 
tiie man on the left of the second aivision, and 
when tbe division is at three paces from the Hq# 
of battle, its chief will halt it and align it by tht 
right. 

529. The chief of the fourth division will 
conform himself (and the chief of the fifth, if thera 
be a fifth) to what has just been prescribed for tbe 
third. 

530. The deployment ended, the colonel will 
command : 

Guides — ^Posts. 

531. At this command, the guides will resume 
their places in line of battle, and the markers will 
retire. 

532. If the column be in march, and the solonel 
shall wish to deploy it on the first division without 
halting the column, he will make the dispositiont 
indicated Nos. 512 and 513, and when the first di- 
yision shall have arrived at three paces from tiiei 
line, he will command: 

I. On the first diviiion, deploy column. 2, BaUth 
lion by the left fiank, 3. March (or doMn 
. fiiicA:— March). 
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533. At tlie first oommand, the chief of tbo 
first division will caution it to hf^t, and will com- 
mand, First division; the other chiefs will cantioA 
their divisions to face bj the left flank. 

534. At the command fnarch, briskly repeated 
by the chiefs of the rear divisions, the chief ^f 
the first division will command, Halt, and will 
align his division by the right against the mark- 
ers ; the other divisions will face to the left, their 
chiefs hastening to the left of their divisions. The 
second division will conform its nK)vement8 to what 
is prescribed Nos. 522 and following. The third 
and fourth divisions will execute what is pre- 
scribed Nos. 526 and following ; but the chief of 
each division will halt in his own person at the 
command march ^ven by the chief of the division 
which precedes him, and when the right of hia 
division arrives abreast of him, he will command: 

Such division, hy the righi flank-^M.Amcn* 

535. The lieutenant colonel will assure the posi- 
tion of the guides, confonnios to what is prescribed 
No. 431. The major will follow the movement 
abreast with the fourth division. 

536. If the colonel shall wish to deploj the co- 
lumn without halt'in|; it, and to continue the 
march, the markers will not be posted ; the move- 
ment will be executed by the same commands and 
the same means as the foregoing, but with the fbl* 
lowing modifications : 

537. At the first command, the chief of the first 
division will command, 1. Ouide right. 2. Quick 
Ume. At the command, Domltle quickT-^AWV, 

* TOL. II. — H _ , 
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{(ifen by the colonel, the first dh iston will march 
IB qaiok time and will take the touch of elbows to- 
tira right ; the captains will place themselves on 
the right of their respective companies ; the cap- 
tain on the right of the battalion will take points 
on the ground to assure the direction of the march*' 
The chief of the second division will allow his di* 
vision to file past him, and when he sees its right 
abreast of him, he will command, 1. Second dtvu 
sion by the right Jlank, 2. Mabch. ^ 3. Ouidi 
riahi, and when this division shall arrive on the 
alignment of the first, he will cause it to march 
in quick time. The third and fourth divisions 
will deploy according to the same principles at 
tiie second. 

538. The colonel, lieutenant colonel, major, and 
«olor>bearer will conform themselves to what is 
prescribed No. 458. 

539. The colonel will see, pending the move- 
inent> that the principlee just prescribed are duly 
observed, and particularly that the divisions, in 
deploying, be not bahed too soon nor too late. He 
will correct promptly and quickly the faults that 
may be committed, and prevent their propagation. 
This rule is general Jbr aU deployments, 

540. The column being at a halt, if, instead of 
deploying it on the first, the colonel shall wish to 
deploy it on the rearmost division, he will cause 
the dispositions to be made indicated }io, 511 and 
following ; but it will be the rieht seneral ruide 
whom he will send to place himself beyond the 
point at which the right of the battalion wUl i^st 
when deployed. 

541< The colonel wiH then command: 

Digitized by Google 



0CfiOOti or fH« BATTALION— PAOT IT. 128 



1. On the fourth (or such) division, deploy coTttmn. 
2. Battalion, right — Fack. 

542. At the first command, the chief of the 
fourth division will caution it to stand fast ; the 
chiefs of the other divisions will cautidn them that 
the^ will have to face to the right. 

M3. At the second command, the first three 
divisions will face to the right ; and the chief of 
each win place himself by the side of its right 
guide. 

544. At the same command, the lieutenant colo- 
nel will place a third marker between the first two, 
80 that tnis marker may be opposite to one of the 
three right files of the left company of the divi- 
sion ; the lieutenant colonel will then place him- 
self on the line of battle a few paces beyond the 
point at which the right of the tnird division will 
rest when deployed. 

545. The colonel will then command : 

3. March (or double quick — ^March). 

546. At this command, the three riffht division! 
will put themselves in march, the guide of the first 
so directing himself as to pass three paces within 
the line marked by the right general guide. The 
chief of the third division will not follow its move- 
ment ; he will see it file past, halt it when its left 
euide shall be abreast with him, and cause it to 
Mce to the front ; and, if there be openings be- 
tween the files, he will cause them to be promptly 
closed to the left. 
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547. The chief of the foarth division, when he 
sees it nearly unmasked by the three others, wiH 
command : 

1. Fowih dimaionf forward, 2. Quide left, 3. 
March. 

548. At the command march^ which will be 
given the instant the fourth is unmasked, this di- 
vision will approach the line of battle, and when 
at three paces from the markers on that line, its 
chief will halt it, and command : 

X^/I^-Dress. 

549. At this command, the division will dress 
forward against the markers ; the chief of the dif* 
vision and the junior captain will each align the 
company on his right, and then command : 

Front. 

550. The instant that the third division is nn- 
masked, its chief will cause it to approach the line 
of battle, and halt it in the manner just prescribed 
for the fourth. 

551. The moment the division halts, its righ^ 
guide and the covering sergeant of its left com* 
pany will step on the hne of battle, placing them- 
selves on the prolongation of the markers est** 
blished in front of the fourth division ; as soon ac 
they shall be assured in their positions, the divi* 
•ion will be aligned as has just been prescribed 
* ■• '^ fourth. 
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fl52. The second aoi first diviflicnifl which will 
have continued to inarch, will, in succeBsion, be 
Halted and aligned by the left, in the same manner 
as the third ; the chiefs of these divisions will con- 
form themselves to what is prescribed, No. 526. 
The second being near the line of battle, the com* 
mand will not be given for it to move on thi^ line 
bat it will be dressed up to it. 

553. The deployment ended, the colonel will 
•ommand : 

Guides — Posts. 

554. At this command, the chiefs of division 
and the guides will resume their places in line of 
battle, and the markers will retire. 

555. The lieutenant colonel will assure the po- 
sitions of the guides by the means indicated, No. 
431, and the major will follow the movement 
abreast with the fourth division. 

556. If the column be in march, and the colonel 
shall wish to deploy it on the fourth division, he 
will make the dispositions indicated. No. 511 and 
following ; and when the head of the column shall 
arrive within three paces of the line, he will com* 
mand: 

L On the fourth division, deploy column, 2. Bat^ 
talion, by the right flank, 3. Maech (or double 
quick — March). 

557. At the first command, the chief of the 
fourth division will caution it to halt, and will 
command, Fourth dimaion: the chiefs of tho 

11 ♦ 
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other divitiotts will caotioQ ibeb diyinons to £»oe 
to the right. 

558. At the command march, brisklj repeated 
bv the chiefs of the first three divisions, the chief 
of the fourth will command: Halt. The faat 
three diyisions will face to the right, and be di» 
rect^d parallelly to the line of batUe. The chief 
of each of these divisions will place himself by th« 
side of its right guide. The chief of the third divi- 
sion will see his division file past him, and when 
his left guide is abreast of him, he will halt it, 
and face it to the front. The chief of the fourth 

j division, when he shall see it nearly unmasked, 
t will command: 1. Fourth division, fonoard; 2. 
Guide left; 3. March (or douUe quick — March). 
This division will move towards the line of battle, 
and when at three paces from this line, it will be 
halted by its chief, and aligned by the left. 

559. The chief of the third division will move 
' his division forward, conforming to what has just 

been prescribed for the fourth. 

560. The chiefs of the second and first divisions, 
. after halting their divisions, will conform to what 

is prescribed, No. 552. 

661. If the colonel should wish to deploy on the 
fourth division without halting the column, and 
to coDtinue to march forward, he will not have 
markers posted, and the movement will be exe- 
cuted by the same commands and the same means, 
with the following modifications : the fourth divi- 
sion, when unmasked, will be moved forward in 
quick time, and will continue to march, instead of 
6eing halted, and will take the touch of elbows to 
(he left. The third division, on being unma ~ 
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wfl] be moted to tb^ front in dotible^o^uiek timt, 
but when it arriy^s on the alignment of the fourth 
it will take the quick step, and dress to the left 
QnUl the command Ouide eenire, is given bj the 
oolonel. The chiefk of the second and first di» 
Tisions will conform to what has been prescribed 
ibr the third. When the first division shall arrire 
on the line, the colonel maj cause the battalion to 
take the double quick step. 

562. The colonel and lieutenant colonel wiU 
conform to what has been prescribed, Nos. 45i 
and 459. I'vv-^'^ u. Ut hi*, oi/- *' iu^j 

563. To deploy the column on an interior divi- 
sion, the colonel will cause the line to be traced 
bj the means above indicated, and the general 
ffuides will move briskly on the line, as prescribed, 
Nos. 513 and 540. This being executed, the colo- 
nel will command : 

1. On stick divisian, deploy coktmn, 2. BeUUdiam 
ouitoarda — Facs* 3. March (or double quiche 
March). 

564. Whether the column be with the right or 
left in front, the divisions which, in the order in 
battle, belong to the right of the directing one, will 
facd to the right ; the others, except the directing 
division, will face to the left; the divisions i& 
firont of the latter will deploy by the means indi- 
Mted, No. 542, and following; those in its rear 
will deploy as is prescribed, Wo. 513, and follow 
ing. 

565. The directing division, the instant it findi 
itself unmasked, will approach the line of battle^ 
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taking the gatde left or right, according s« tht 
ri^ht or left of the column may be in front The 
chief of this division will align it by the directing 
flank, and then stop back into the rear, in order 
momentarily to give place to the chief of the next 
fn* aligning the next division. 

566. The lientenant colonel will assure the p<K 
titions of the gnides of diviisions, which, in the 
line of battle, take the right of the directing divi- 
iion, and the major will assure the posititHM of 
the other guides. 

567. If the column be in march, the colonel will 
oommand : 

1. On such division, dephy cciiwnvn, 2. Baitaliont 
by the right and Ufi flanks. 3. March (or douUit 
quick — March). 

568. The divisions which are in front of the di- 
tecting one will deploy by the means indicated, 
Kos. 557, and following ; those in rear, as pre- 
scribed. No. 533, and foFlowing. 

569. The directing division, when unmasked, 
will conform to what is prescribed for the fourth 
division. No. 558. 

570. The colonel, lieutenant colonel and major 
will conform to what has been prescribed, NO0. 
458 and 459. 

571. In a column, left in front, deployments will 
be executed according to the same principles, and 
faj inverse means. 
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Remarks on the deployment of columns, cl ^ in 
mcus. 

572. All the diyisiona onght to depkj rectaa- 
gularlj, to march off abreast, and to preserve their 
distances towards the line of battle. 

573. Each division, the instant that it is an* 
masked, ought to be marched towards the line of 
battle, and to be aliped npon it by the flank next 
to the directing division ; the latter, whether the 
right or left be in front, will alwajs be aligned by ^ 
the flank next to the point of appui, when the de- ' 
ployment is made on the first or last division ; but / 
if the column be deployed on an interior division, 
this division will be aligned by the flank which 
was that of direction. 

574. The chiefs of divisjon will see that, in de- 
ploying, the principles prescribed for marching by 
the flank are well observed, and if openings be« 
tween the files occur, which ought not to happen 
except on broken or difficult grounds, the openings 
ought to be promptly closed towards the direct- 
ing flank as soon as the divisions face to the front. 

575. If a chief of division give the command 
kail, or the command, by the right or left flank, 
too floon or too late, his division will be obliged 
to oblique to the right or left in approaching the 
line of battle, and his fault may lead the following 
subdivision into error. 

576. In the divisions which deploy by the left \ 
flank, it is always the left guide of each company j 
who ought to place himself on the line of battle, to 

I 
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/mark the direction ; in divisions which deploy by 
i^the right flank, it is the right guide. 

577. A column b y compa ny, closed in mass, 
may be formed to the left or ^ the right intoTme, 
in the same manner as a column at half distance, 
and by the means indicated, No. 502, and follow* 
ing. (^ rf(^^ <^ CMiKy,^ 

578. A column by company, closedr in mass, 
may be formed on the right or on the left into line 
of battle, as a column at half distance ; but in <nv 
der to execute this movement, withont arresting 
the march of the column, it is necessary that the 
guides avoid, with the greatest care, shortening 
the step in turning, and that the men near them, 
respectively, conform themselves rapidly to the 
movements of their guides. 

Remarks on inversiom* 

579. Inversions givinjg ft^quently the means of 
forming line of battle, in the promptest manner, 
are of great utility in the movements of an army. 

580. The application that may be made of in- 
rersions in the formations to the right and to the 
•eft in line of battle, has been indicated. No. 407, 
tnd following. They may also be advantageously 
employed in the successive formations, e xcept i n 
that oi faced to the rear, into line of battle, 

581. Formations, by inversion, will be executed 
according to the same principles as formations in 
the' direct order; but the colonel's first command 

'" always begin by inversion. 

The battalion being in line of batflo bj ii^ 
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▼ersion, wben the colonel shall wish, by forming 
it into column, to bring it back to the direct order* 
he will cause it either to break or to ploy by com- 
pany, or bv division, accordingly as the column 
may have been by company orhj division before 
it had been formed into hne of battle by inve^ 
«ion. 

583. When a battalion in line of battle, formed 
by inversion, has to be ployed into column, the 
movement will be executed according to the same 
principles as if the line were in the direct order, 
bnt observing what follows. 

584. If it be intended that the column shall be 
by division, with the first in front, or by company, 
with the first company in front-i the colonel will 
announce in the second command — h/t in fronts 
because the battalion being in line of battle by in- 
version, that subdivision is on the left. /.- .1^ • 

585. Each chief whose subdivision takes posi- 
tion in the column in front of the directing one, 
will conduct his subdivision till it halts ; and each 
chief whose subdivision takes position in rear of 
the directing one, will halt in his own person 
when up with the preceding right guide, and see 
his subdivision file past; and each chief will 
align his subdivision by the right. When the 
column is to be put in march, the second com- 
mand will be — guide left, because the proper right 
is in front.* 

586. For the same reason, if it be intended that 
the last subdivision shall be in front, right in 
Jront, will be announced in the second command ; 

' the subdivisions will be aligned by the left, and 
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'to pat the column in march, the second command 
ynii he, guide right, because the proper left is in 
front 



PART FIFTH. 

Article Fikst. 
To advance in line ofhattHe. 

587. The battalion being correctly aligned, and 
supposed to be the directing one, when the colonel 
shall wish to march in line of battle, he will give 
the lieutenant colonel an intimation of his purpose, 
place himself about forty paces in rear of tne colur- 
file, and face to the front. 

588. The lieutenant colonel will place himself a 
like distance in front of the same nle, and face to 
the colonel, who will establish him as correctly 
as possible, by signal of the sword, perpendiou- 
larly to the line of battle opposite to the color- 
bearer. The colonel will next, above the heads 
of the lieutenant colonel and color-bearer, take a 
point of direction in the field beyond, if a distinct 
one present itself, exactly in the prolongation of 
those first two points. 

589. The colonel will then moye twenty pacef 
farther to the rear, and establish two markers^ on 
the prolongation of the straight line passing 
through the color-bearer and the lieutenant colo« 
nel ; these markers will face to the rear, the first 
placed about iwenty-fiye paces behind the reftr 
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mak of tbe battalion, and the seooxtd at the sama 
distance from the first. 

590. The color-bearer will be instracted to take, 
the moment the lieutenant colonel shall be esta* 
blished on the perpendicular, two points on the 
crround in the straight line which, drawn from 
himself, would pass between the heels of that offi- 
cer ; the first of these points will be taken at fi^ 
teen or twenty paoes from the color-bearer. 

591. These dispositions being made, the colond 
will command : 

1. BatUdiont forvoard, 

592. At this, the front rank of the color-guard 
will advance six paces to the front ; th^orporala 
in the rear ruik will place themselves in the front 
rank, and these will be replaced bj those in the 
rank of file closers; at the same time the two 
eeneral guides will move in advance, abreast with 
the color-bearer, the one on the right, opposite to 
the captain of the right company, the other oppo- 
site to the sergeant who closes the left of the bat- 
talion. ^ 

593. The captains of the left wing will shift,* 
passing before the front rant71o^e left of their 
respective companies ; the sergeant on the left of 
the battalion will step back into the rear rank. 
The covering sergeant of the company next on the 
left of the color-company, will step into the front 
rank. 

594. The lieutenant colonel having assured the 
eolor-bearer on tbe line between himself and the 
corporal of the color^file, now in the front rankp 

TOL. II.— 12 ^ 
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will go to the position whiob will be hereafter 
indicated, No. 602. 

595. The major will place himself six or eight 
paces on either flank of the color-rank. 

596. The colonel will then command : 

2. March (or double gitick — March). 

597. At this command, the battalion will step off 
with life ; the color-bearer, charged with the step and 
direction, will scrapnlously observe the length and 
cadence of the pace, marching on the prolongation 
of the two points previouslj taken, and succes- 
siyely taking others in advance by the means indi- 
cated in the school of the company ; the corporal 
on his right, and the one on his left, will march 
in the same step, taking care not to turn the head 
or shoalders, the color-bearer supporting the color- 
lance against the hip. 

598. The two general guides will march in the 
same step with the color-rank, each maintaining 
himself abreast, or nearly so, with that rank, and 
neither occupying himself with the movement of 
the other. 

599. The three corporals of the color-guard, now 
in the front rank of the battalion, will march well 
aliened, elbow to elbow, heads direct to the front, 
and without deranging the line of their shoulders; 
the centre one will follow exactly in the trace of 
the color-bearer, and maintain the same step, 
without lengthening or shortening it, except on an 
intimation from the colonel or lieutenant colonel, 
although he should find himself more or less thaa 
aix paces from the color-rank. 
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000. TIm ooyering sergeant in the front rank 
between the color-company and the next on the 
1^, will march elbow to elbow, and on the same 
line, with the three corporals in the centre, his 
head well to the front. 

601. The captains of the color-company, and the 
company next to the left, will constitnte, with the 
three corporals in the centre of the front rank, the 
basis of alignment for both wings of the battalion ; 
they will march in the same step with the color- 
bearer, and exert themselves to maintain their 
shoulders exactly in the square with the direction. 
To this end, they will keep their heads direct to 
the front, only occasionally casting an eye on the 
three centre corporals, with the slightest possible 
turn of the neck, and if they perceive themselves 
in advance, or in rear of these corporals, the cap- 
tain, or two captains, will almost insensibly shorten 
or lengthen the step, so as, at the end of several 
paces, to regain the true alignment, vnthout giving 
sadden checks or impulsions to the wings beyond 
them respectively. 

602. The lieutenant colonel, placed twelve or 
fifteen paces on the right of the captain of the 
color-company, will maintain this captain and 
the next one beycnd, abreast with the three centre 
corporals ; to this end, he will caution either to 
lengthen or to shorten the step as may be neces- 
sary, which the captain, or two captains^ wiD 
execute as has just been explained. 

603. All the other captains will maintun them- 
selves on the prolongation of this basis ; and, to . 
this end, they will cast their eyes towards the oen« 
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tfe» taking care to turn the neok but sliglitly, and 
not to derange the direction of their shoulders* 

604. The captains will observe the mavi^ of 
their companies,, and preyent the men from get- 
ting in advance of the line of captains ; they will 
not lengthen or shorten step except when evidenUy 
necessary ; because, to correct, with too scrupulous 
attention, small faults, is apt to cause the produc* 
tion of greater — loss of calmness, silence, and 
eq^uality of step, each of which it is so important 
to maintain. 

605. The men will constantly keep their heads 
well directed to the front, feel lightly the elbow 
towards the centre, resist pressure coming from the 
flank, give the greatest attention to the squareness 
of shoulders, and hold themselves always very 
slightly behind the line of the captains, in order 
never to shut out from the view of the latter the 
basis of alignment ; they will, from time to time, 
cast an eve on the color-rank, or on the general 
0iide of the win^, in order to march constantly in 
toe same step with those advanced persons. 

606. Pending the march, the line determined by 
the two markers (h and d) will be prolonged by 
placing, in proportion as the battalion advances, 
a third marter (t] in the rear of the first (A), then 
the marker {d) will quit his place and ^o a like 
distance in rear of (t) ; the marker (h) will, in his 
turn, do the like in respect to (d), and so on, in 
•uccession, as long as the battalion continues to 
advance ; each marker, on shifting position, taking 
eare to face to the rear, and to cover accurately tiie 
two markers already established on the' direction. 
A staff officer, or the quartermaster sergeant, de- 
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iignated for the purpose, and who will hold him- 
«elf constantly fifteen or> twenty paces facing th9 
marker farthest from the battalion, will caution 
each marker when to shift place, and assure him 
on the direction behind the other two. 

607. The colonel will habitually hold himself 
a^X)ut thirty paces in rear of tiie centre of' hit 
battalion, taking eare not to put himself en the 
line of markers ; if, for example, by the slanting 
of the battalion, or the indications which will be 
given, Nos, 617 and following, he find that the 
march of the color-bearer is not perpendicular, he 
will promptly command : 

Point of direction to the right (or left). 

608. At this command, the major will hasten 
thirty or forty paces in advance of the color-rank, 
halt, face to the colonel, and place himself on the 
direction which the latter will indicate by signal 
of the sword ; the corporal in the centre of the 
battalion will then direct himself upon the major, 
on a caution from the colonel, advancing, to that 
end, the opposite shoulder; the corporals on his 
right and left will conform themselves to his direc- 
tion. 

609. The color-bearer will also direct himself 
upon the major, advancing the opposite shoulder, 
the major causing him, at the same time, to incline 
to the right or left, until he shall exactlv cover the 
corporal of his file ; the color-bearer will then take 
points on the ground in this new direction. 

12* 

Digitized by Google 



188 SCHOOL or tsb BAftALiON— past r. 

610. The two general guides will coDfbrm 
tbemselTes to the new direction of the color- 
rank. 

611. The officer charged with observing the suc- 
cessive replacing of the markers in the rear of tb« 
centre, will est^lish them promptly on the new 
direction, taking for basis the color-bearer and thf 
corporal of hia file in the' centre of the battalion ; 
the colonel will verify the new direction of the 
markers. 

612. The lieutenant colonel, ftrom the position 
given, No. 602, will see that the two centre com- 
panies, and successively all the others, conform 
themselves to the new direction of the centre, bat 

' without precipitancy or disorder ; he will then en- 
deavor to maintain that basis of alignment for the 
battalion, perpendicularly to the direction pursued 
by the color-bearer. 

613. He will often observe the march of the two 
wings ; and, if he discover that the captains neglect 
to conform themselves to the basis of alignment, 
he will recall their attention by the command — 
captain of (such) company ^ or captains of (such) 
companieSt on the line — without, however, endea- 
voring too scrupulously to correct small faults. 

614. The major on the flank of the color-rank 
will, during the march, place himself, from time 
to time, twenty paces in front of that rank, face to 
the rear, and place himself correctly on the pro- 
longation of the markers established behind the 
centre, in order to verify the exact march of the 
color-bearer on that line ; he will rectify, if neces- 
■ary, the direction of the color-bearer, who will 
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fmmediatelj take two new )>oiDt8 on the ground 
between himself and the major. 

616. All the principles applicable to the adyance 
in line, are the same for a subordinate as for the 
directing battalion ; but when the battalion under 
instruction is supposed to be siibordinate, n^ 
markers will be placed behind its centre. 

Remarks on the advance in line of battle. 

616. If, in the exercises of detail, or courses of 
elementary instruction, the officers, sergeants, cor* 
porals, and mei^ have not been well confirmed in 
the principles of the position under arms, as well 
as in the length and cadence of the step, the march 
of the battaUon in line will be floating, unsteady, 
and disunited. 

617. If the color-bearer, instead of marching 
perpendicularly forward, pursue an oblique direc- 
tion, the battalion will slant; crowdings in one 
wing, and openings in the other, will follow, and 
these defects in the march, becoming more and 
more embarrassing in proportion to tne deyiation 
from the perpendicular, will commence near the 
centre. 

618. It is then of the greatest importance thai 
the color-bearer should direct himself perpendicu- 
larly forward, and that the basis of alignment 
should always be perpendicular to the line pursued 
by him. 

619. If openings be formed, if the files crowd 
each other, if, in short, disorder ensue, the reme- 
dy ought to be applied as promptly as possible. 
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but calmly, with few words, and as little noise as 
practicable. 

620. The object of the general guides, in the 
march in line of battle is, to indicate to the com* 
panics near the flanks the step of the centre of 
the battalion, and to afford more facility in estab- 
lishing the wings on the direction of the centre if 
they should be too much in the rear ; hence the 
necessity that these euides should maintain the 
same step, and march abreast, or very nearly so, 
with the color-rank, which it will be easy for them 
to do by casting from time to time an eye on that 
rank. 

621. If the battalion happen to lose the step, 
the colonel will recall its attention by the com- 
mand, to the — Step ; captains and their companies 
will immediately cast an eye on the color-rank, or 
one of the general guides, and promptly conform 
themselves to the step. 

622. Finally, it is of the utmost importance to 
the attainment of regularity in the march in line 
of battle, to habituate the battalion to execute 
with as much order as promptness the movements 
prescribed No. 607 ana following, for rectifying 
the direction; it is not less essential that com- 
manders of battalions should exercise themselves, 
with the greatest care, in forming their own ccup 
cTcet?, in order to be able to judge with precisioa 
the (Erection to be given to their battalions. 
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Article Second. 
ObHque march in line of battle. 

623. The battalion marching in line of battle, 
when the colonel shall wish to cause it to oblique, 
he will command: 

1. Bight (or left) oblique, 2. March (op double 
quick — March). 

624. At the first command, the major will place 
himself in front of, and faced to the color-bearer. 

625. At the command march^ the whole batta- 
lion will take the oblique step. The companies 
and captains will strictly observe the principles 
established in the school of the company. 

626. The major in front of the color-bearer 
ought to maintain the latter in a line with the 
centre corporal, so that the color-bearer may ob- 
lique neither more nor less than that corporal. 
He will carefully observe also that thev follow paral- 
lel directions and preserve the same length of step. 

627. The lieutenant colonel will take care that 
the captains and the three C/Orporals in the centre 
keep exactly on a line and follow parallel direc- 
tions. 

628. The colonel will see that the battalion pre- 
serves its parallelism; he will exert himseli to 
prevent the files from opening or crowding. If 
he perceive the latter fault, he will cause the files 
on the flank, to which the battalion obliques, to 
open out. 
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629. The colonel, wishing the direct march to be 
resumed, will commaQd : 

1. Forward. 2. March. 

630. At the command marchf the battalion will 
resume the direct march. The major will place 
himself thirty paces in front of the coloi^bearer, 
and face to the colonel, who will establish him, by 
a signal of the sword, on the direction which the 
color-bearer ought to |)ursue. The latter will im- 
mediately take two points on the ground between 
himself and the major. 

631. In resuming the direct march, care will be 
taken that the men do not close the intervals 
which may exist between the files at once; it 
should be done almost insensibly. 

Remarks on the oblique march. 

632. The object of the oblique step is to gain 
ground to the right or left, preserving all the 
while the primitive direction or the line of battle ; 
as thus, for example : the battalion, departing from 
the Wneisz), arrives on the line {xx) parallel to (sz). 

633. it is then essential that the corporals in 
the centre of the battalion, and the captains of com- 
panies, should follow parallel directions, and main- 
tain themselves at the same height ; without which 
they will give a false direction to the battalion. 

634. The colonel and lieutenant colonel will 
exert themselves to prevent the files from crowd- 
ing; for, without such precaution, the oblique 

■•ch cannot be executed with facility. 
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Article Third. 

To halt the battalion, mewchmg in line of batUe, 
and to align it, 

635. The battalion, marching in the line of bt>^ 
tie, when the colonel shall wish to halt it, he will 
eomtnand : 

1. Battalion: 2. Halt. 

636. At the seoond command, the battalion will 
halt ; the color -rank and the general guides will 
remain in front; but if the colonel should not 
wish immediately to resume the advance in line, 
nor to give a general alignment, ho will command : 

Color and general guide* — Posts. 

637. At this command, the color-rank and ge- 
neral guides will retake their places in line of 
battle, the captains in the left wing will shift to the 
right of their companies. 

638. If the colonel should then judge it neces- 
sary to rectify the alignment, he will command: 

Captains, rectify the alignment, 

639. The captains will immediately cast an ore 
towards the centre, align themselves accurately, 
on the basis of the alignment, which the lieute- 
nant colonel will see well directed, and then 
promptly dress their respective companies. The 
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lieutenant colonel will admonish such captains aa 
may not be acourateW on the alignment by the 
command: Captain o/^such) company, or captain* 
of (such) companies, move up or fall back, 

640. But when the colonel shall wish to give the 
battalion a general alignment, either parallel oi 
oblique, instead of rectifying it as above, he will 
move some paces outside of one of the general 
^ides (the right will here be supposed) and cau- 
tion the right general guide and the color-bearer 
to face him, and then establish them by signal of 
the sword, on the direction which he may wish to 
give to the battalion. As soon as they shall be cor- 
rectly established, the left general guide will place 
himself on their direction, and be assured in his 
position by the major. The color-bearer will carry 
the color-lance perpendicularly between his eyes, 
and the two corporals of his rank will return to 
their places in the front rank the moment he shall 
face to the colonel. 

641. This disposition being made, the colonel 
will command : 

1. Guides — On the Link. 

642. At this command, the right guide of each 
company in the right wing, and the left guide of 
each company in the left, will each place himself 
on the direction of the color-bearer and the two 
general guides, face to the color-bearer, place him- 
self in rear of the guide who is next before him 
at a distance equal to the front of his company, 
and align himself upon the color-bearer and tbe 
general guide beyond. 
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643 The captains in the right wing will shift to 
the left of their odmpanies, except the captain of 
the 'color-company, who will remain on its right, 
but step into the rear rank ; the captains in the 
IgfLFing will shift to the right of their companies. 

644. The lieutenant colonel will promptly rec- 
tify, if necessary, the positions of the guides of 
the right wing, and the major those of Uie other ; 
which being executed, the colonel will command : 

2. On the cenire—ThaBS* 

645. At this command, the companies will move 
up in quick time against the guides, where, havine 
arriyed, each captain will align his company accord 
ing to prescribed principles, the lieutenant colonel 
aligninff^ the color-company. 

d46. If the alignment be oblique, the captains 
will take care to conform their companies to it in 
conducting them towards the line. ' 

647. The battalion being aligned, the colonel 
will command : 

3. Color and guides-^^osra. 

648. At this command, the color-bearer, the 

general and company guides, and the captains in 
^e right wing, will take their places in the line 
of battle, and the color-bearer will replace the 
heel of the color-lance a^inst the right hip. 

649. If the new direction of the line of battle be 
such that one or more companies find themselves in 
advance of that line, the colonel, before establish- 
ing the general guides on the line, will cause such 
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companies to be moved to the tetLT, either by tbe 
back step, or by first facing about, according as 
there may be less or more ground to be repassed 
to bring the companies in rear of the new direc- 
tion. 

650. When the colonel shall wish to give a 
general alignment, and the color and general guides 
are not on the line, he will cause Uiem to move 
out by the command : 

1. Color and general guides — On the Link. 

651. At this command, the color-bearer and the 
general guides will place themselves on the line, 
conforming to what is prescribed, No. 640. 



Articlb Pofrth. 
Change of direction in marching in line of batUe, 

652. The battalion marching in line of battle, 
when the colonel shall wish it to change direction 
to the right, he will command : 

1. Change direction to the right 2. March (or 
dmbUe quick — ^March). 

653. At the command march, the movement will 
commence ; the color-rank will shorten the step to 
fourteen or seventeen inches, and direct it«elf cir- 
cularly to the right, taking care to advance the 
left shoulder, but only insensibly ; the major will 
■^ace himself before &e color-bearer, facing him, 
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and BO direct his march that he may descrihe an 
arc of a circle neither too largo nor too small ; he 
will also see that the color-bearer takes steps of 
fourteen or seventeen inches, according to the 
gait. 

ft54. The right general guide will wheel on the 
right captain of the battalion as his pivot ; the 
left general guide will circularly march m the step 
of twenty-eight inches or thirty-three inches, ac- 
cording to the gait, and will align himself upon 
the color-bearer and the right general guide. 

655. The corporal placed in the centre of the 
battalion, will take steps of fourteen or seventeen 
inches, and will wheel to the right by advancing 
insensibly the left shoulder ; the battalion will con- 
form itself to the movement of the centre ; to this 
end, the captain of the coloivcompany, and the 
captain of the next to the left, will attentively 
regulate their march, as well as the direction of 
their shoulders, on the three centre corporals. All 
the other captains will regulate the direction of 
their shoulders and the length of their step on this 
basis. 

656. The men will redouble their attention in 
drder not to pass the line of captains. 

657. In the left vnng, the pace will be length* 
ened in proportion as the file is distant from the 
centre ; the captain of the eighth company who 
closes the left nank of the battalion will take steps 
of twenty-eight or thirty-three inches, according 
to the gait. 

658. In the right wing the pace will be shortened 
in proportion as the file is distant from the centre ; 
the captain wh) closes the right flank will only 
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slowly turn in his person, observing to yield 
ground a little if pushed. 

659. The colonel will take great care to prevent 
the centre of the battalion from describing an arc 
of a circle, either too great or too small, in order 
that the wings may conform themselves to its 
movement. Ue will see also that the captains 
keep their companies constantly aligned upon the 
centre, so that there may be no opening and no 
crowding of files. He will endeavor to prevent 
faults, and, should they occur, correct them with- 
out noise. 

660. The lieutenant colonel, placed before the 
battalion, will give his attention to the same 
objects. 

661. When the colonel shall wish the direct 
march to be resumed, he will command : 

1. Forward, 2. March. 

662. At the command march, the color-rank, the 
general guides, and the battalion will resume the 
direct march; the major will immediately plaoe 
himself thirty or forty paces in front, face to the 
colonel, placed in rear of the centre, who will es- 
tablish him by signal of the sword on the perpen- 
dicular direction which the corporal in the centre 
of the battalion ought to pursue ; the major will 
immediately cause the color-bearer, if neoessarr, 
to incline to the right or left, so as to be exactly 
opposite to his file ; the color-bearer will then taM 
two points on the ground between himself and the 
m^^or. 

663. The lieutenant colonel will endeavor to give 
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to the oo1oi>Qoinpany and the next on the left a 
direction perpendicular to that pursued by the 
centre corporal ; and all the other companies, 
without precipitancy, will conform themselves to 
that basis. 

Articls Fifth. 

To march in retreat, in line of battle. 

664. The battalion being halted, if it be the 
wish of the colonel to cause it to march in retreat, 
he will command : 

1. Fa>ce to the rear, 2. BaMaliony abotU — Facb. 

665. At the second command, the battalion will 
face about: the color-rank, and the general guides, 
if in advance, will take their places in line ; the 
color-bearer will pass into the rear rank, now 
leading ; the corporal of his file will step behind 
the corporal next on his own right, to let the 
color-bearer pass, and then step into the front 
rank, now rear, to re-form the color-file ; the colonel 
will place himself behind the front rank, become 
the rear; the lieutenant colonel and major will 
place themselves before the rear rank, now leading. 

666. Tne colonel will take post forty paces 
behind the color-file, in order to assure the lieu- 
tenant colonel on the perpendicular, who will 
place himself at a like distance in front, as pre- 
scribed for the advance in line of battle. 

667. If the battalion be the one charged with 
the direction, the colonel will establish markers in 

13* 
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the manner indicated, No. 589, except ^lat they 
will face to the battalion, and that the first will be 
placed twenty-fiye paces from the lieutenant colo- 
nel. If the markers be already established, the 
officer charged with replacing them in snceession 
will canse them to face about, the moment that 
the battalion executes this moyement, and then 
the marker nearest to the battalion will hasten to 
the rear of the two others. 

668. These dispositicmB being made, the e<4onel 
will command : 

8. Batt€tKon, forward 

569. At this command, the color-bearer will ad- 
Tance inx paces beyond the rank of file-closers, 
accompanied by the two corporals of his guard of 
that rank, the centre corporal stuping back to let 
the color-bearer pass ; the two file-closers nearest 
this centre corporal will unite on him behind the 
color-guard to serTC as a basis of alignment for the 
line of file-closers; the two general guides will 
place themselyes abreast with the color-rank, the 
covering Serjeants will place themselves in the line 
of file-closers, and the captains in the rear rank, 
BOW leading; the captains in the left wing, now 
right, will, if not already there, shift to the left ot 
their companies, now become the right. 

670. The colonel will then command: 

4. Maboh (or double quick — Mabch). 

671. The battalion will march in retreat on the 
same principles which govern the advance in Hne: 
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tho centre corporal behind the color-bearer will 
march exactly m his trace. 

672. If it be the directing battalion, the color- 
bearer will direct himself on the markers, who 
will, of their own accord, each place himself in 
succession behind the marker most distant, (m 
being approached by the battalion: the officer 
charged with the superintendence of the markers, 
will carefully assure them on the direction* 

673. In the case of a subordinate battalion, the 
color-bearer will maintain himself on the perpen- 
dicular by means of points taken on the ground. 

674. The colonel, heutenant colonel, and major 
will each discharge the same functions as in the 
advance in line. 

675. Tbe lieutenant colonel, placed on the out- 
side of the file closers of tbe color-company, will 
also maintain the three file closers of the basis of 
alignment in a square with the line of direc- 
tion: the other file closers will keep themselves 
aligned on this basis. 



Articli SkXTH. 

fb hali the battalion marching in retreai, and U 
face U to the front, 

676. The colonel having halted the battalioBv 
and wishing to face it to the front, will command: 

I. Face to the front. 2. Battalion^ about— -Jacm. 

677. At the second command, the odor-rank^ 
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^neral guides, captains, and coyering serseants, 
will oil retake their habitual places in line of 
battle, and the color-bearer will repass into the 
front rank. 

678. The battalion marchine in line of battle 
by the front rank, when the colonel shall wish to 
march it in retreat, he will command : 

1. Battdlion, right about, 2. March. 

679. At the command march, the battalion will 
face to the rear and move off at the same gait by 
the rear rank. The principles prescribed Nos. 
669 and foUowinff will be carefully observed. 

680. If the colonel should wish the battalion 
to march again by the front, he will give the same 
commands. 



Article Seventh. 

Change of direction, in marching in retreat, 

681. A battalion retiring in line will change di- 
rection by the commands and means indicated No. 
652 and following; the three file closers, united 
t>ehind the color-rank, will conform themselves to 
the movement of this rank, and wheel like it ; the 
centre file closer of the three will take steps of 
fourteen or seventeen inches, according to the gait, 
and keep himself steadily at the same distanee 
from the color-bearer ; the line of file closers will 
eonform themselves to the movement of its centre, 
and the lieutenant colonel will maintain it cm that 
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Aeticlb Eighth. 
Passage of obstacles, advancing and retreating, 

682. The battalion advanoing in line urill be 
snpposed to encounter an obstacle which covers 
one or more companies; the colonel will cause 
them to ploy into column at full distance, in rear 
of the next company towards the color, which will 
be executed in the following manner. It will be 
supposed that the obstacle only covers the third 
oompany, the colonel will command : 

Hiird company y obstacle, 

683. At this command, the captain of the third 
company will place himself in its front, turn to it, 
and command, 1. Third company, by the lefljlank, 
to the rear into column, 2. Double quick, 3. March. 
He will then hasten to the left of his company. 

684. At the command march, the company will 
fyioe to the left in marching ; the two left files will 
promptly disengage to the rear in double quick 
time ; the left guide, placing himself at the nead 
of the front rank, will conduct it behind the fourth 
company, directing himself parallelly with this 
company; the captain of the third will himself 
halt opposite to the captain of the fourth, and see 
his company file past ; when its right file shall be 
nearly ap with him, he will command, 1. Third 
txumpany, 2. By the right fi>ank, 3. March. 
4. Cfuide rigii, and place himself before the 
centre of his company. 
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685. At the command march, the company will 
fiice to the right, preserving tke same gait, but the 
moment it shall be at the prescribed distance, its 
captain will command : 

1. Quick time. 2. Maboh. 

686. This company will thus follow in column 
that behind whidi it finds itself, and at wheeling 
distance, its right guide marching exactly in the 
trace of the captain of that company. 

687. As soon as the third company shall have 
faced to the left, the left guide of the second will 
place himself on the left of the front rank of his 
company, and maintain between himself and the 
right of the fourth the space necessary for the 
return into line of the third. 

688. The obstacle being passed, the colonel will 
command : 

Third company, forward, into line. 

689. At this command, the captain turning to 
his company, will add : 

1. By company, right half wheel. 2. Double quick, 
3. March. 

690. At the command march, the company will 
take the double quick step, and execute a half 
wheel ; its captain will then command, 1. Forward. 
2 March. 3. Guide left. The second command 
will be giren when the company shall have suffi- 
ciently wheeled. 
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691. At the command man^ the companj will 
direct itself straight forward towards the line of 
battle, and retake its position in it according to 
the principles prescribed for the formation forward 
into line of battle. 

692. It will be supposed that the obstacle covers 
sereral contiguous companies (the three companies 
on the right for example), the colonel will com> 
mand: 

1. Three right eompanieM, obttcicU, 2. By the 10 
flank; to the reoTf mto column, 8. Double quick-^ 
March. 

698. At the first command, the captains of the 
designated companies will each place himself be- 
fore the centre of his companj, and caution it as 
to the movement about to be executed. 

694. At the command march, the designated 
companies will face to the left in marching, and 
immediately take the double quick step ; each 
captain will cause the head of his company to dis- 
engage itself to the rear, and the left guide will 
place himself at the head of the front rank; the 
captain of the third company will conform him- 
self to what is prescribed, No. 684 and following; 
the captains of the other companies will conduct 
them by the flank in rear of the third, inclining 
towards the head of the column ; and, as the head 
of each company arrives opposite to the right of 
the one next before it in column, its captain will 
himself halt, see his company file past, and con- 
form himself for facing it to the front, in marcb- 
1q& to whiEit is prescribed No. 684 and following 
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695. Wben the last company in colnmn shall 
have passed the obstacle, the colonel will com- 
mand: 

1. Three right companies, forward, into line, 

696. At this command, the captain of each of 
these three companies will command, By company^ 
right half wheel. The colonel will then add : 

1. Double quick, 2. March. 



697. At this, briskly repeated by the captains 
of the three companies, each company will con- 
form itself to what is prescribed No. 690 and fol- 
lowing. 

698. It is supposed, in the foregoing examples, 
that the companies belonged to the right wing ; if 
they make part of the other, they will execute the 
passage of an obstacle according to the same prin- 
ciples and by inverse means.^ 

699. When flank companies are broken off to 
pass an obstacle, the general guide on that flank 
will place himself six paces in front of the outer 
file or the nearest company to him remaining in 
line. 

700. In the preceding movements, it has been 
supposed that tne battalion was marching in quick 
time, but if it be marching in double quick time, 
and the colonel shall wish to cause several con- 
tiguous companies to break to the rear, he will 
fiist order the battalion to march in ouick time ; 

companies will break as indicated No. 692. 
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701. When the movement is completed, the 
eolonel will order the doable quick step to ba 
resumed. He will also cause the battalion to 
march in quick time when he shall wish to bring 
into line tne several companies which are to the 
rear in column ; the movement will be executed 
as previously indicated ; and when the last company 
shall have nearly completed its movement, the 
colonel will cause the double quick step to be 
resumed. 

702. In the movement of a single company, or 
of several companies not contiguous to each other, 
the battalion will continue to march in double 
quick time, but in these cases the companies which 
are to ploy into column, or re-enter the line, will 
increase the gait. 

703. In the march in retreat, these several 
movements will be executed on the same princi- 
ples as if the battalion marched by the front 
rank. 

704. When a battalion, advancing in line of 
battle, shall be obliged to execute the ri^ht about 
in' order to retreat, if there be companies in co* 
lumn, behind the rear rank, these companies will 
also execute the right about, put themselves in 
march, at the same time with the battalion, and 
will thus precede it in the retreat ; they will after- 
wards successively put themselves into line by the 
oblique step, as the ground may permit. 

705. If the battalion be marching in retreat in 
double quick time, and many contiguous compa- 
nies be marching before the rear rank of the bat> 

VOL. II. — 14 
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tftliof), tbe colonel will not change tbe gait of the 
battalion in causing them to re-enter into line. 

706. When the color-company shall be obliged 
to execute the movement oi passing an obstacle, 
the color-rank will return into line at the moment 
the company shall face to the left or right ; the 
major will place himself six paces before the ex* 
tremity of the company behind which the color- 
company marches in column, in order to give the 
step and the direction ; he, himself, first taHng the 
step from the battalion. 

707. As soon as the color-company shall have 
returned into line, the front rank of the color-guard 
will again move out six paces in front of the 
battalion, and take the step from the major; the 
latter will immediately place himself twenty or 
thirty paces in front of the color-bearer, and face 
to the colonel placed behind the centre of the bat- 
talion, who will establish him on the perpendicu- 
lar ; and, as soon as he shall be assured on it, the 
color-bearer will instantly take two points on the 
ground between himself and the major. 

708. It is prescribed, as a general rule, that the 
companies ot the right wing ought to execute the 
movement of passing obstacles by the left flank, 
and the reverse for the companies of the other 
wing ; but if the obstacle cover at once several 
Qompanies of the centre, each will file into column 
behind that, still in line, and of the same wing, 
which may be the nearest to it 
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Article Ninth. 

fb pas9 a defile, in retreat, by the right or 1^ 
jlarik, 

709. When a battalion, retiring in line, shall 
encounter a defile which it must pass, the colonel 
will halt the battalion, and face it to the front. 

710. It will be supposed that the defile is in rear 
of the left flank, and that its width is sufficient to 
give passage to a column by platoon ; the colonel 
will place a marker fifteen or twenty paxses in rear 
of the file closers at the point around which the 
subdivisions will have to cnange direction in order 
to enter the defile ; he will then command : 

To the rear, hy the right fia/nh, pass the defile. 

711. The captain of the first company will im- 
mediately command : 

1. Firet company, right — ^Faci. 2. March (oi 
doubie ^icAr— March). 

712. At the command march, the first company 
will commence the movement; the first file will 
wheel to the right, march to the rear till it shall 
have passed four paces beyond the file closers, 
when it will wheel again to the right, and then 
direct itself straight forward towards the left 
flank. All the other filet of this company will 
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eome to wheel in sncoession at the same place 
where the first had wheeled. 

713. The secoDd company will execute, in iti 
torn, the same movement, by the commands of its 
captain, who will dve the command March, to 
that the first file of his company may immediately 
follow the last of the first, without constraint, how- 
ever, as to taking the step of the first ; the first file 
of the second company will wheel to the right, on 
its ground ; all the other files of this company will 
come in succession to wheel at the same place. 
The following companies will execute, each in its 
turn, what has just been prescribed for the second. 

714. When the whole of the second company 
shall be on the same direction with the firsl^ the 
captain of the first will cause it to form, by pla- 
toon, into line, and the moment that it is in column, 
the guide of the first platoon will direct himself 
on the marker around whom he has to change di- 
rection in order to enter the defile. 

715. The second company will continue to march 
by the flank, directing itself parallelly with the 
line of battle ; and it, in its turn, will form by pla- 
toon into line, when the third company shall be 
wholly on the same direction with itself 

716. The following companies will successiyely 
execute what has just been prescribed for the 
second, and each will form by platoon into line* 
when the next company shall be on the same di^ 
rection with itself. 

717. The first platoon of the leading company 
having arrived opposite to the marker placed at 

' '^ entrance of toe defile, will turn to the Icl^ 
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and the following platoons will all execute this 
movement at the same point. As the last compa- 
nies will not be able to form platoons before 
reaching the defile, they will so direct themselves, 
in entering it, as to leave room to the left for this 
movement. 

718. The battalion will thus pass the defile by 
platoon ; and, as the two platoons of each company 
shall clear it, companies will be successively 
formed by the means indicated, school of the com- 
pany, No. 273, and following. 

719. The head of the column having cleared the 
defile, and having reached the distance at which 
the colonel wishes to re-form line faced to the de- 
file, he may cause the leading company to turn 
to the lefb, to prolong the column in that direction^ 
and then form it to the left into line of battle ;. or 
he may halt the column, and form it into line of- 
battle faced to the rear. 

720. If the defile be in the rear of the right flank, 
it will be passed by the left ; the movement will 
be executea according to the same principles, and 
by inverse means. 

721. If the defile be too narrow to receive the 
front of a platoon, it will be passed by the flfink* 
Captains and file closers will be watchful that the 
files do not lose their distances in marching; C6m 
panics or platoons will be formed into line as the 
width of the defile may permit, or as the compa- 
nies shall. successively clear it. 

14» L 
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Artklb Tenth. 
To march by tTt^fiank. 

722. The colonel, wishine the battalion to marob 
by the flank, will command: 

1. Battalion, 2. Right (or 2e/^)— Face. 3. For- 
ward, 4. March (or double quick — March). 

723. At the second command, the captains and 
covering sergeants will place themselves as pre- 
scribed, Nob. 136 and 141, school of the company. 

724. The sergeant on the left of the battalion 
will place himself to the left and by the side of the 
last file of his company, covering the captains in 
file. 

725. The battalion having to face by the left 
flank, the captains, at the second command, will 
shift rapidly to the left of their companies, and 

• each place nimself by the side of the covering ser- 
L geant of the company preceding his own, ^seept 
) the captain of the left company, who will plac« 
himself by the side of the sergeant on the left of 
the battalion. The covering sergeant of the right 
company will place himself by the right side of the 
front rank man of the rearmost file of his compan j, 
covering the captains in file. 

726. At the command march, the battalion will 
step off with life ; the sergeant, placed before the 
leading file (right or left in front), will be careBol 
to preserve exactly the length and cadence of the 
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step, and to direct himself straight forward ; to this 
ena, he will take points on the ground. 

727. Whether the battalion maroh by the right 
or left flank, the lieutenant colonel will place him* 
self abreast with the leading file, and the majcnr 

^ abreast with the color-file, both on the side of tht 
front rank, and about six paces from it. 

728. The adjutant, placed between the lieute- 
nant colonel and the front rank, will march in the 
same step with the head of the battalion, and the 
sergeant major, placed between the major and the 
solor-bearer, will march in the same step with the 
tdjutant. 

729. The captains and file closers will carefully 
see that the files neither open out, nor close too 
much, and that they regain insensibly their dis- 
tances, if lost. 

730. The colonel wishing the battalion to wheel 
by file, will command : 

1. ByJUe right (or left). 2. March. 

731. The files will wheel in succession, and all 
at the place where the first had wheeled, in con- 
forming to the principles prescribed in the school 
of the company. 

732. The battalion marching by the flank, 
when the colonel shall wish it to halt, he will 
^immand : 

1. BaUalion. 2. Halt. 3. Frokt. 

733. These commands will be executed as pre- 
scribed in the school of the company. No. 141k 
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734. If the battalion be marching b^ the flank 
and the colonel should wish to cause it to march 
in line, either to the front or to the rear, the 
moTcments will be executed by the commands 
and means prescribed in the school of the com- 
pany. 

Articlb Eleybnth. 

2b farm the battalion on the right or left, ^fle^ 
into line of battle. 

735. The battalion marching by the right flank, 
when the colonel shall wish to form it on the right 
by file, he will determine the line of battle, and 
the lieutenant colonel will place two markers on 
that line, in conformity with what is prescribed, 
No. 415. 

736. The head of the battalion being nearly up 
with the first marker, the colonel will command : 

1. On the righif by file, into line, 2. March (or 
double quick — March). 

737. At the command march, the leading com- 
pany will form itself on the right, by file, into line 
of battle, as indicated in the school of the com- 
pany. No. 149 ; the front rank man of the first file 
will rest his breast lightly against the right arm 
of the first marker ; the other companies will fol- 
low the moyement of the leading company ; each 
captain will place himself on the line at the same 
lime with the front rank man of his first file, and 
on the right of this man. 
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788. The left euide of each company, except the 
fading one, wilTplace himself on the direction of 
the markers, and opposite to the left file of his 
eom]}any, at the instant that the front rank man 
uf this nle arrives on the line. 

739. The formation being ended, the colonel will 
command : 

Guides — Posts. 

740. The colonel will superintend the saoces- 
^iye formation of the battalion, moving along the 
front of the line of battle. 

741. The lieutenant colonel will, in succession, 
assure the direction of the guides, and see that the 
men of the front rank, in placing themselves on 
the line, do not pass it. 

742. If the battalion march by the left flank, 
the movement will be executed according to the 
same principles, and by inverse means. 



Article Twelfth. 

Changes of front. 

Change of /r<mt perpendicularly /onoanL 

743. The battalion being in line of battle, it it 
supposed to be the wish of the colonel to cause a 
chanse of front forward on the rieht company, 
and that the angle formed by the old and new po- 
sitions be a right an^le, or a few degrees more or 
less than one ; he will cause two markers to be 
placed on the new direction, before the position to 
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be ooeapied bj that company, and order its cap- 
tain to establiib it against tbe markers. 

744. Tbe captain of tbe right company \dll im- 
mediately direct it upon the markers by a wheel 
to tbe right on the fixed pivot ; and after haying 
halted it, he will ali^n it by the right. 

745. These dispositions being made, the colonel 
will command: 

1. C5to»^tf ./»wi<ybrt(wr<2 on Jfr«< cowjxiny. 2. By 
company, rigid hcUfwhed. 3. March (or doubu 
quick — ^March). 

746. At the second command, each captain will 
place himself before the centre of his company. 

747. At the third, each company will wheel to 
tilie right on the fixed pivot ; the left guide of each 
will place himself on its left as soon as he shall be 
able to pass; and when the colonel shall judge 
that the companies have sufficiently wheeled, be 
will command: 

4. Forward, 5. March. 6. Guide right. 

748. At the fifth command, the companies 
ceasing to wheel will march straight forward ; at 
the sixth, the men will touch elbows towards the 
ririit- 

749. The right guide of the second company 
will march straight forward until this company 
shall arrive at th^ point where it should turn to 
the right ; each succeeding right guide will follow 
the file immediatelv before him at the cessation of 
the wheel, and will march in the trace of this Hit 
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until this company shall turn to the right to move 
upon the line ; this guide will then march straight 
forward. 

750. The second company having arrived oppo* 
site to the left file of the first, its captain will 
cause it to turn to the right; the right guide will 
direct himself so as to arrive squarely upon the 
line of battle, and when he shall be at three 
paces from that line, the captain will command : 

1. Second company, 2. Halt. 

751. At the second command, the company will 
halt ; the files not yet in line with the guide will 
come into it promptly, the left guide will place 
himself on the line of battle, and as soon ^ ne is 
assured in the direction by the lieutenant colonel, 
the captain will align the company by the right. 

752. Each following company will conform to 
what has just been prescribed for the second. 

753. The formation ended, the colonel will 
command : 

Guides — Posts. 

754. If the battalion be in march, and the colO' 
nel shall wish to change front forward on the firfl 
oompany, and that the angle formed by the old 
and new positions be a right anele, he will cause 
two markers to be placed on the new direction, 
before the position to be occupied by that con^ 
pany, and will command : 
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I. Change front fm^ard onjvrst company. % By 
company, right Tialfwhed, 3. March (or double 
qtiick — ^March). 

755. At the first command, the captains will 
move rapidly before the centre of their respective 
companies ; the captain of the first Company will 
command: 1. RigM turn; 2. Quick time; the cap- 
tains of the other ccmpanies will caution them to 
wheel to the right. 

756. At the command march, the first company 
will turn to the right according to the principles 
prescribed in the school of the soldier, No. 402 ; 
its captain will halt it at three paces from the 
markers, and the files in rear will promptly come 
intaline. The captain will align the company by 
the right. 

757. Each of the other companies will wheel to 
the right on a fixed pivot; the left guides will 
place themselves on tne left of their respective 
companies, and when the colonel shall jud^ they 
have wheeled sufficiently, he will command: 

4. Forward. 5. March. 6. Guide right. 

758. These commands will be executed as indi* 
eated No. 746 and following. 

759. The colonel will cause the battalion to 
ehange front forward on the eighth company ao* 
eording to the same principles and by inverse 
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Change of front ptrpendieularljf to lA« rear, 

760. The colonel, wishiDg to change front to the 
rear on the right company, will impart his purpose 
to the captain of this company. The latter will 
immediately face his company about, wheel it to 
the left on the fixed pivot, and halt it when it shall 
be in the direction indicated to him by the colonel : 
the captain will then face his company to the front, 
and align it by the right against the two markers, 
whom the colonel will cause to be established 
before the right and left files. 

761. These dispositions being made, the colonel 
will command: 

1. Change front to the rear^ on first company, 2. 
BattcUion, ahotd — Face. 3. By company, left 
half wheel, 4. March {or double quick — 
March). 

762. At the second command, all the companies, 
ezcent the right, will face about. 

76d. At the third, the captains, whose companies 
have faced about, will each place himself behind 
the centre of his company, two paces from the fr^nt 
rank, now the rear. 

764. At the fourth, these companies will wheel 
to the left on the fixed pivot by the rear rank ; the 
left guide of each will, as soon as he is able to 
pass, place himself on the left of the rear rank of 
bis company, now become the right; and when 
the colonel shall judge that the companies have 
sufficiently wheeled, he will command : 

TOL. n. — 16 ^ , 
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5. Forward, 6. March. 7. Ouideleft, 

765. At the sixth command, the companiea will 
cease to wheel, march straight forward towards 
the new line of hattle, and, at the seventh, take 
the tonch of the elbow towards the left. 

766. The guide of each company on its right 
flank, become left, will conform himself to the 
principles prescribed, No. 748. 

767. The second company, from the rieht, bar* 
ing arrived opposite to the left of the first, will 
turn to the left ; the guide will so direct himself 
as to arrive parallelly with the line of battle, cross 
that line, and when the front rank, now in the 
rear, shall be three paces beyond it, the captain 
will command : 1. Second company ; 2. Halt. 

768. At the second command, the company 
will halt ; the files which may not yet be in line 
with the guide, will promptly come into it ; the 
captain will cause the company to face about, and 
then align it by the right 

769. AH the other companies will execute what 
has just been prescribed for the second, each as it 
successively arrives opposite to the left of the 
company that precedes it on the new line of battle. 

770. The formation being ended, the colonel 
will command : 

^kiM— Posts. 

771. The colonel will cause a change of front on 
the left company of the battolion to the rear, ao- 

^ing to the same principles and by inyent 

Digitized by Google 



SCHOOL or THX BATTALION— PAKV T. 17 1 

772. In changes of front, the oolonel will give 
a general superintendence to the movement. 

773. The lieutenant colonel will assure the 
direction of the guides as they successively move 
out on the line of battle, conforming himself to 
what has been prescribed in the successive for- 
mations. 

Remarks on changes of front, 

774. When the new direction is perpendicular, 
or nearly so, to that of the battalion, the compa- 
nies ought to make about a half whed (the eighth 
of the circle) before marching straight forward ; 
but when those two lines are oblique to each other, 
the smaller the angle which they form, the If ss 
ought the companies to wheel. It is for the colo- 
nel to judge, according to the angle, the precise 
time when he ought to give the command march 
afler the caution forward^ and if he cannot catoh 
the exact moment, the word of execution should 
rather be given a little too soon, than an instant 
too late. 

775. When the old and the new lines form an 
anele of forty-five or fewer degrees, the colonel 
wiU find it necessary to arrest the wheel of the 
companies when the marching flanks shall have 
taken but a few paces, or, it may be, have but dis- 
engaged, respectively, from the fixed pivots of the 
next oempanies ; and in all such cases, the com- 
panies will arrive so nearly parallel to the new 
bne, as to be able to align themselves upon it 
without the intermediate turn to the right or left: 
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fco exeoote the moyement under either oircmn- 
stance supposed, the colonel will command : 

Oblique change of front, /brtoard (or to the rear) 
on (such company). 



Article Thirtssnth. 

To ploy the battalion into column doubled on the 
centre, 

776. This movement consists in ploying the cor- 
responding companies of the right and left win^ 
into column at company distance, or closed m 
mass, in rear of the two centre companies, accord- 
ing to the principles prescribed, Article Third, 
Part Second, of this School. 

777. The colonel, wishing to form the double 
column at company distance, (the battalion being 
in line of battle,) will command: 

1. Double column, ai half distance, 2. Battalumt 
inwards — Face. 3. March (or double quick-^ 
March.) 

778. At the first command, the captains will 
place themselves two paces in front of their ro» 
■pective companies ; the captains of the two eeotro 
companies will caution them to stand fast, and ^e 
other captains will caution their companies to feuM 
to the left and right, respectively. The coveriiig 
sergeants will step into the front rank. 
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779. At the second command, the fourth and 
fifth companies will stand fast; the others of the 
right win^ will face to the left, and the others of 
the led wing will face to the right ; each captain 
whose company has faced, will hasten to break to 
the rear the two files at the head of his compaiiy ; 
the left guide of each right company, and the ri^nt 
guide of each left company, will each place him- 
self at the head of its front rank, and the captain 
by the side of his guide. 

780. At the command march, the fourth and fifth 
companies, which are to form the first division, 
will stand fast: the senior captain of the two will^ 
place himself before the centre of the division, 
and command: Guide right; the junior captain 
will place himself in the interval between the two 
companies, and the left guide of the left company 
will place himself in the front rank on the left oi 
the aivision, as soon as he shall be able to pass. 

781. All the other companies, conducted by their 
captains, will step off with life to arrange them- 
selves in column at company distance, each com- 
pany behind the preceding one in the column of 
the same wing, so that, in the right wing, the 
third may be next behind the fourth, the second 
nest to toe third, and so on to the right company ; 
and, in the left wing, the sixth may he next behind 
the fifth, the seventh next to the sixth, and so on 
to the left company of the battalion. 

782. The corresponding companies of the two 
wings will unite into divisions in arranging them- 
selves in column ; an instant before the union, at 
the centre of the column, the left guides of right 
companies will pass into the line of file closers, 

15 * 
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sod eacK captain will command: 1. Such com" 
pany; 2. Halt; 3. Front. 

* 783. At the second command, which will be 
given at the instant of union, each company will 
halt ; at the third, it will face to the front. The 
senior captain in each division will place himself 
on its rignt, and command. Right— JynEss, and the 
junior captain will place himself in the interval 
netween the two companies. The division being 
aligned, its chief will command Front, and take 
his position two paces before its centre. 

784. The column being thus formed, the divi- 
^sions will take the respective denominations of 

ftrstt second, third, &c., according to position in 
the column, beginning at the front. 

785. The lieutenant colonel, who, at the second 
command given by the colonel, will have placed 
himself at a little more than company distance in 
rear of the right guide of the first division, will 
assure the right guides on the direction as they 
successively arrive, by placing himself in their 
rear. 

786. The music will pass to the rear of the 
column. 

787. The battalion being in march, to form the 
double column at company distance without halt- 
ing the battalion, the colonel will command : 

1. DouUe column at half distance. 2. BattaUon 
hy the right and left flanks, 3. March (or 
dovbU quick — March). 
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788. At the first command, each oaptun wiH 
move briskly .in front of the centre of his com- 
pany; the captains of the fourth and fifth will 
caution their companies to march straight forward; 
the other captains will caution their companies to 
face to the right and left. 

789. At the commoind march, the fourth and 
fifth companies will continue to march straight 
forward: the senior captain will place himself 
before the centre of his division and command, 
Guide right; the junior captain will place himself 
in the interval between the two companies. The 
left guide of the fifth company will place himself 
on the left of the front rank of the division. The 
men will take the touch of elbows to the right. 
The color and general guides will retake their 
places. The three right companies will face to 
the left, and the three left companies will face to 
the right. Each captain will break to the rear two 
files at the head oi his company ; the left guides 
of the right companies, and the right guides of the 
left'companies, will each place himself at the head 
of the front rank of his company, and the captain 
by the side of his guide. 

790. The third and sixth companies will enter 
the column and direct themselves parallell^ to the 
first division. Each of the other companies will, 
in like manner, place itself behind the company 
of the wing to Which it belongs, and will be care- 
ful to gain as much ground as possible towards the 
head of the column. 

791. The corresponding companies of each wing 
will unite into divisions on taking their positions 
in column, and each captain, the instant the head 
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of his company Arrives At the centre of the celamn, 
will command, 1. Such company by the right (or 
left) flank, 2. March, llie senior captain of 
the two companies will place himself in front of 
the centre of his division, and command, Guid$ 
right; the junior captain vrill place himself in the 
interval between the two companies. The two 
companies thus formed into a division will take 
the touch of elbows to the right, and when each 
division has gained its proper distance, its chief 
will cause it to march in quick time. 

792. When the battalion presents an odd number 
of companies, the formation will be made in like 
manner, and the company on either flank which 
shall find itself without a corresponding one, will 
place itself at company distance behind the wing 
to which it belongs. 

793. The double column, closed in mass, will be 
formed according to the same principles and by the 
same commands, substituting the indication, d^sed 
in ma^Sy for that of ai half distance. \ 

794. The double column never being formed 
when two or more battalions are to be in one 
general column, it will habitually take the guide 
to the right, sometimes to the left, or in the centre 
of the column ; in the last case, the command will 
be, guide centre. The column will march and 
change direction according to the principlefi pre- 
scribed for a simple column by division. 

795. The double column at company di«t«uioe 
will be closed in mass, or, if in mass, wil) take 
half distance, by the commands and means indi* 
Mted for a simple column by division. 
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Dephyment of iTie double column, faced to the 
front, 

706. The colonel, wishing to deploy the double 
column, will place a marker respectively before 
the right and left files of the first division, and a 
third before the left file of the right company, same 
division ; which being done, he will cause the two 
general guides to spring out on the alignment of 
the markers a little oeyond the points at which the. 
respective flanks of the battalion ought to rest ; 
he will then command : 

1. Deploy column, 2. Battalion outwards — Faci 
3. March (or double gtiick — March). 

797. The column will deploy itself on the two. 
companies at its head, according to the principres- 
prescribed for the deployment of columns in mass. . 
The captains of these companies will each, at the 
eommand marcht place himself on the right of his 
own companv, and align it by the right ; the cap- 
tain of tne fourth will then place himself in. the 
rear rank, and the covering sergeant in the rank 
of file closers, at the moment the captain of the 
third shall come to its left to align it. 

798. The deployment being ended, the oolonel 
will command : 

Guides — ^PosTS. 
#. 
799 If it be the wish of the colonet to cause 
ike ibre to commence pending the deployment, he 
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-will give an order to that effect to tbe captains of 
tbe ^nrth and fifth compames, and the fire will 
be executed according to the principles prescribed 
No. 438. 

800. The battalion beingr in doable colnmn and 
in march, if tbe colonel shall wish to deploy it 
without halting the column, he will cause three 
markers to be posted on the line of battle, and 
when the head of the column shall arrive near the 
markers, he will command : 



1. Deploju column. 2. Battalion^ by the right and 
left flanks, 3. Mabch (or double quick — 
\ March). 

801. The column will deploy on the two leadins 
companies, according to the principles prescribea 
for tne deployment of a close column, No. 633 and 
following ; at the command marchf the chief of the 
first division will halt it, and the captains of the 
fourth and fifth companies will align their compa- 
nies by the right. 

802. If the column be in march, and it be the 
wish of the colonel to deploy the column and to 
continue to march in the order of battle, he wUl 
not cause markers to be established at the head 
of tbe column. The movement will be executed 
by the commands and means indicated No. 800^ 
observing what follows. At the first command^ 
the chief of the first division will command, Quidt 
time. At the command march, the first division 
will continue to march in quick tiny ; the colonel 
will command, Guide centre. The captains of the 
IburUi and fifth companies, the color, and the i 
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win immediately conform to the principles of the 
march in line of battle. The companies will take 
the quick step by the command of their captains, 
as they successiyely arrive in line. The moT6» 
raent completed, the colonel may cause the batta* 
Hon to march in double quick time. 

To form the double column into line of battkt 
f<tced to the right or left, 

803. The double column, being at company dis* 
tance and at a halt, may be formed into line of 
battle faced to the right or left ; when the colonel 
shall wish to form it faced to the right, he will 
command : 

1. RigM into line wheels left companies on the 
right into line. 2. Battalion^ guide righL 
3. March (or double quick — March). 

804. At the first command, each captain will 
place himself before the centre of his company ; 
the right companies will be cautioned that they 
will hare to wneel to^the right into line, the left 
companies that they will have to march straight 
forward. 

805. At the second command, the left ^ide of 
the fourth company will place himself briskly on 
the direction of the ri^ht guides of the column, 
face to them, and opposite to one of the three last 
files of his company when in line of battle ; the 
lieutenant colonel will assure him in that position. 

806. At the command march, briskly repeated 
^y all the captains, the right companies will form 
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to the right into line of battle, the left companie? 
will pat themselves in march in order to form on 
the right into line of battle ; these formations will 
be executed by the means indicated No. 391 and 
fallowing, No. 416 and following ; the lientenant 
colonel will assure the guides of the left wing 
on the line of battle as they successively coma 
upon it. 

807. If the column be in march, the colonel will 
command : 

1. Mighi into line wheel, 2. Lefi companies, on 
the right into line. 3. Battalion, guide right 
4. March (or double quick — March), 

808. At the first command, each captdn will 
place himself promptly before the centre of his 
company ; the right companies will be cautioned 
that they will have to wheel to the right, and the 
left companies that they will have to form on the 
right intio line. 

809. At the command march, briskly repeated, 
the right companies will form to the rignt into 
line, and the left companies on the right into line. 
These formations will be executed as prescribed 
Nos. 402, 417, and following. -- .. ^^ 

810. If the colonel should wish to move th« 
battalion forward, at the moment the right com- 
panies have completed the wheel, he will com- 
mand: 

5. Forward. 6. March (or doubie quick — 
March). 
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811. At tbe command forward, the captains of 
the right companies will command, Quick time. 
At the command march, the right companies will 
eease to 'wheel and march straight forward. The 
colonel will then add : 

7. Guide centre. 

812. The movement of the lefl companies will 
be executed in doable quick time as prescribed 
above, and as they arrive on the line each captain 
will cause his company to march in quick time. 

813. The column may be formed faced to the 
left into line of battle according to the same prin- 
ciples. 

814. If the column be closed in mass instead 
of at company distance, these movements will be 
executed according to the principles prescribed 
Nos. 417, 502, and 610. 

Remark on the deployment of the double column* 

815. The depth of the double column, at com- 
pany distance, bein^ inconsiderable, closing it in 
mass, if at a halt, m order to deploy it, may be 
dispensed with ; but if it be in march, it will be 
preferable to cause it so to close, in halting, before 
deploying. 

816. The double column will be deployed habitift- 
ally on the centre companies, but the colonel may 
eometimes deploy it on any interior oompany, fxt 
on the first or eighth company. 

. Toun.— 16 
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Abtioji Fovbtbinth. 
DisposUiona against Cavalry. 

817. A battalion being in column by company, 
at fall distance, right in front, and at a halt, when 
the colonel shall wish to form it into square, he 
will first cause divisions to be fonned ; which being 
d<me, he will command: 

1. Ih form square, 2. To half distance, dose 
column. 3. mARCH (or double quick — March). 

818. At the command marchf the column will 
dose to company distance, the second diyision 
taking its distance from the rear rank of the first 
diyision. 

819. At the moment of halting the fourth diyi- 
•ion, the file closers of each company of which it 
is composed, passing by the outer flank of Uieir 
companies will place themselves two paces before 
the front rank opposite to their respective places 
in line of battle, and ficMe towards the head of the 
column. 

820. At the commencement of the movement, 
the major will place himself on the right of the 
column abreast with the first division ; the buglers 
fdmned in two ranks will place themselves at pl»- 
looA distance, behind the inner platoons of the 
second division. 

821. These dispositions being made, the colonel 
may, according to circumstances, put the ookmiii 
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Sn march or cause it to form square ; if he wish to 
do the latter, he will command : 

1. Form square, 2. Bight and Ufl into line^ 
wheel. 

S29. At the first command, the lieutenant coky- 
nel, facing to the left guides, and the major, facing 
to those of the right, will align them, from the 
front, on the respective guides of the fourth divi- 
eion, who will stand fast, holding up their piecet), 
inverted, perpendicularly ; the right guides, in 
placing themselves on the direction, will take their 
exact distances. 

823. At the second command, the chief of the 
first division will caution it to stand fast ; all the 
captains of the second and third divisions will 
place themselves before the centres of their respec- 
tive companies, and caution them that they will 
have to wheel, the ri^ht companies to the right, 
and the left companies to the left into line of 
battle. 

824. The color-bearer will step back into the 
line of file closers, opposite to his place in line of 
battle, and will be replaced by the corporal of his 
file, who is in the rear rank ; the corporal of the 
tame file who is in the rank of file closers will 
•tep into the rear rank. 

825. The chief of the fourth division will oom- 
mand: 1. Fourth division, forward ; 2. Chiide lef% 
And place himself at the same time two paces out* 
•ide of its left flank. 
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826. These dispositions ended, tbe coIoqsI will 
command : 

March (or double quick — March). 

827. At this command, briskly repeated, the 
first division will stand fast ; but its right file will 
foce to tbe right, and its left file to tbe left. 

828. Tbe companies of tbe second and third di- 
visions will wheel to the right and left into line, 
and the buglers will advance a space equal to the 
front of a company. 

829. The fourth division will close up to form 
the square, and when it shall have closed, its chief 
will halt it, face it about, and align it by the rear 
rank upon the guides of the division, who will, for 
this purpose, remain faced to tbe front. The ju- 
nior captain will pass into tbe rear rank, now be- 
come the front, and the covering sergeant of Uie 
left companv will place himself behina him in the 
front rank, become rear. The file closers will, at 
tbe same time, close up a pace on the front rank, 
and the outer file on each flank of the division wiD 
face outwards. 

830. The square being formed, the colonel will 
eommand : 

Guides — Posts 

831. At this command, the chief j of tbe first 
and fourth divisions, as well as the guides, will 
enter the square. 

832. The captains whose companies have formed 
to the right into line, will renuua on the left of 
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tiielr ocNtapaniet; tbe kft guide of ekch of ihoM 
oompanies will, in the rear rank, cover his eap* 
tain, and the ooTering sergeant of each will place 
himself as a file closer behind the ri^t file of Yaa 
eompany. 

833. The field and staff will enter the 8qaare» 
the lieutenant colonel placing himself behind the 
left, and the major behind t^ right of the first dU 
Tision. 

834. If the battalion present ten, instead of 
eight companies, the fourth division will make the 
eame movements prescribed above for the second 
and third divisions, and the fifth, the movementi 
prescribed for the fourth division. 

835. A battalion ought never to present, near 
the enemy's cavalry, an odd company. The odd 
company, under that circumstance, ou^ht, when 
the battalion is under arms, to be consobdated, for 
the time, with the other companies. 

836. The fronts of the square will be designated 
as follows : the first division will always be the 
^nt front; the last division, thejfxmrthfrofU; the 
right companies of the other divisions will form 
the second front; and the left companies of the 
•ame divisions the third front, 

837. A battalion being in column by eompany, 
at full distance, right in front, and in march, wbsa 
tho eolonel shall wish to form square, he vnll cause 
this movement to be executed by the commands 
and means indicated, No. 817. 

838. At the command nuxrch, the column will 
close to company distance, as is prescribed, No. 
278. When the chief of the fourth division shall 
eonmand Qmek. marchf the file closers of this 

16» 
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839. The maior and the baglenwill oonform to 
what is prescribed. No. 820. 

840. if the colonel shall wish to form square, hs 
will command: 

L Form square. 2. Bight a$id hfl into Une, whtd, 
3. Masch. 

841. At the irst command, the chief of tiie first 
diTision will caution it to halt ; all the captains of 
tiie second and third divisions will rapidly place 
themselves before the centres of their respmstive 
companies, and caution them that the j will have 
to wneel, the right companies to the rieht, and the 
left companies to the left into line. The chief of 
the foorth division will caution it to continue its 
march, and will hasten to its left flank. At the 
third command, briskly repeated, the chief of the 
first division will halt his division and align it to 
the left, the outer files will face to the right and 
left, the rest of the movement will be executed as 
pirescribed No. 828 and following. 

842. The lieutenant colonel and the miqor, at 
the command march, will conform to what is pre- 
teribed. No. 822. 

843. If the battalion, before the sauare is formed* 
be in double column, the two leading companies 
will form the first front, the two rear companies 
the fourth ; the other companies of the right half 
battalion will form the second, uid those of the 
left half battalion the third front. 

844. The first and fourth fronts wUl be oo» 
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taanded by the chiefs of the first and foarth diri- 
sions ; each of the other two by its senior cap- 
tain. 

845. The commander of each front will plaoe 
^idiMlf foar paces behind its present rear rank, 
and will be replaced momentarily in the command 
of his company by the next in rank therein. 

846. If the column be at fall distance, instead 
of at company distance, as has been supposed, 
the square will be formed in the manner pre- 
scribed, No. 817 or 838, and following ; and the 
dispositions indicated, Nos. 819 and 820, will be 
executed at the comm&nd form square. 

847. If the column by diyision, whether double 
or simple, be in mass, and the colonel shall wish 
to form it into square, he wilt first cause it to take 
company distance; to this effect, he will com- 
mand: 

1. To farm square. 2. BytTieTieado/columnfiahe 
half distance. 

848. The divisions will take half distance by 
the means indicated, No. 324, and following. 
What is prescribed, No. 820, will be executed as 
the first and second divbions are put in mo- 
tion. 

849. The colonel will halt the column the mo- 
ment the third division shall have its distance. 
As soon as the column is halted, the dispositions 
indicated. No. 819, will be executed, and when 
these are completed, the colonel may proceed to 
fom square. 
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849. If the column be in march, he mil alw^ 
in the first place, cause company distance to be 
taken, and, tor this purpose, will command : 

1. To form $quare, 2. By the head of column, take 
• half distance, 3. March (or double quichh^ 
March). 

851. This movement will be executed as pre- 
scribed, No. 330, and following. What is pre- 
scribed. No. 820, will be executed as the first and 
second divisions are put in motion. 

852. The colonel will proceed to form square 
the moment the third division shall have its dis- 
tance ; at the command form square^ the disposi- 
tions indicated. No. 819, will be executed. If it 
be intended merely to dispose the column for 
square, the colonel will not halt the column until 
the last division has its distance. 

£53. In a simple column, left in front, these 
several movements will be executed according to 
the same principles and bv inverse means ; but 
the ih>nt8 of the square will have the same desig- 
nations as if the right of the column were in front, 
that is, the first division will constitute the first 
front, and thus of the other subdivisions. 

854. The battalion being formed into square^ 
when the colonel shall wish to cause it t> ad- 
vance a distance less than thirty paces, he will 
command : 



1. By (suoh) front, fortoard. 2. 
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855. If it be suppsed that the advance be made 
by the first front, the chief of ttiia front will com- 
mand: 

I, First division^ forward. 2. Guide centre. 

856. The chief of the second front will face his 
front to the lef);. The captains of the companies 
composing this front will place themselves outside, 
and on the right of their left guides, whe will re- 
place them in the front rank ; the chief of the 
third front will face his front to the right, and the 
captains in this front will place themselves out- 
side, and on the left of their covering sergeants ; 
the chief of the fourth front will face his front 
about, and command : , 1. Fourth division^ for' 
ward; 2. Guide centre. The captain who is in the 
centre of the first front, will be charged with the 
direction of the march, and will regulate himself 
by the means indicated in the school of the com- 
pany, No. 89. 

857. At the command inarch^ the square will 
put itself in motion ; the companies marching by 
the flank will be careful not to lose their dis- 
tances. The chief of the fourth division will 
cause his division to keep constantly closed on 
the flanks of the second and third fronts. 

857. This movement will only be executed in 
quick time. 

858. The lieutenant colonel will place himself 
in rear of the file of direction in order to regulate 
his march. 
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860. If the dolonel should wish to halt tbe 
square, he will oommand : 

1. Battalion. 2. Halt. 

861. At the second command, the square will 
halt ; the fourth front will face about immediately, 
and without further command; the second and 
third fronts will face outwards ; the captains of 
companies will resume their places as in square. 

862. In moving the square forward by the second, 
third, or fourth fronts, the same rules will be ob- 
served. 

863. The battalion being formed into square, 
when the colonel shall wish to cause it to advance 
a greater distance than thirty paces, he will com* 
mand : ^ 

1. Form column, 

864. The chief of the first front will command: 
1. First dimsion forward. 2. Guide Uft. 

865. The commander of the fourth front will 
caution it to stand fast; the commander of the 
second front will cause it to face to the left, and 
then command. By company^ by file Uft. The 
commander of the third front will cause it to face 
to the right, and then command. By company^ by 
file right At the moment the second and third 
fronts face to the left and right, each captain will 
cause to break to the rear the two leading files of 
his company. 
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866. These dispodtions being made, the colonel 
will oommand: 

3. March (or double quick — ^March). 

867. At this command, the first front will march 
forward ; its chief will halt it when it shall have 
advanced a space eqtial to half its front, and align 
it by the left. 

868. The corre0p|onding companies of the second 
and third fronts will wheel by file to the left and 
right, and march to meet each other behind the 
centre of the first diyision, and the moment they 
unite, the captain of each company will halt his 
company and face it to the front. The division 
being re-formed, its chief will align it by the left. 

869. The commander of the fourth front will 
cause it to face about : its file closers will remain 
before the front rank. 

870. The column beins thus re-formed, the colo- 
nel may put it in march by the commands and 
means prescribed. No. 164, and following; the 
right guides will preserve company distance ex- 
actly as the directing guides. 

8/1. When the colonel shall wish to re-form 
square, he will give the commands indicated, No. 
840. 

872. To cause the square to march in retreat a 
distance greater than thirty paces, the colonel will 
first cause column to be formed as indicated No. 
863 ; and when formed, he will cause it to face by 
the rear rank ; to this end, he will command : 

1. Tb mareh m rdreat. 2. Face by tJie rear rank 
3. BcUtalum abou^YACE. 
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873. At the second command, the file closers of 
the interior divisions will place thetnselves, pass- 
ing by the outer flanks of their respective compa- 
nies, behind the front rank opposite to their places 
in line of battle ; the file closers of the other divi- 
sions will stand fast. 

■ 874. At the third command, the battalion will 
face about ; each chief of division will place him- 
self before its rear rank, become fW)nt, passing 
through the interval between its two companies ; 
the guides vrill step into the rear rank, now 
front. 

875. The column being thus disposed, the colo- 
nel may put it in march, or cause it to form square 
as if it were faced by the front rank. The square 
being formed, its fronts will preserve the same 
designations Ijiey had when faced by the front 
rank. 

876. The battalion being in square by the rear 
rank, when the colonel shall wish to march it 
in retreat or in advance, a distance less than 
thirty paces, he will conform to what is pre- 
scribed No. 854 and following ; otherwise, he will 
re-form the column according to the principles pre- 
scribed No. 863 by marching forward the fourth 
front. 

877. If the square is to be marched to the front 
a distance greater than thirty paces, the colonel 
will face the column by the front rank ; to this 
end, he will command : 

I. 2b march in advance. 2. Face hy the front midb. 
3. Battalion about — Faci. 
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878. Which will be exeotrted as prescribed No. 
873 and following. 

879. If the column be marching in advance, 
and the colonel shall wish to march it in retreat, 
he will command : 

1 . To march in retreat. 2. Battdlion right abouL 
3. March (or double quick — March). 

880. At the second command, the file closers of 
the second and third divisions will place themselves 
rapidly before the front rank of their respective 
divisions. At the command march, the column 
will face about and move off to the rear; the 
chiefs of divisions and the guides will conform to 
what is prescribed No. 874. 

881. If the column be marching in retreat, and 
the colonel shall wish to* march it in advance, he 
will command : 

1. 2b march in advance. 2. Battdlion right about, 
3. March (or double quick — March). 

882. At the second command, the file closers of 
the second and third divisions will place themselves 
before the rear rank of their respective divisions ; 
at the third, the column will face oy the front rank. 

7b redttce the square, 

883. The colonel, wishing to break the sqnarsy 
will command : 

!• Beduce square. 2. March (or double quiek^ 
March). 
TOL. n.— 17 w 
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^4. This movement will be executed in the 
manner indicated, No. 863 and following ; bat ihe 
file closers of the fourth front will place themselyes 
behind the rear rank the moment it faces about ; 
the field and staff, the «olor-bearer and buglers, 
will, at the same time, return to their places in 
column. 

. if To form aquarefrom line of battle. 

885. A battalion deployed, may be formed into 
square in a direction either parallel or perpendi- 
cular to the line of battle. 

886. In the first case, the colonel will cause the 
battalion to break by division to the rear, by the 
right or left, and then close the column to half dis- 
tance, as indicated. No. 817, and following. 

887. In the second case, he will ploy the batta^ 
lion into simple column by division at half dis- 
tance in rear of the right or left division, or into 
oolumn doubled on the centre. 

888. To ploy the battalion into column upon one 
of the flank divisions, the colonel will command : 

1. Ih form square, 2. Column at half distance by 
division. 3. On the first (or fourth) division, 
4. Battalion right (or left) — Face. 5. Miscn 
(or douUe gutc^— March). 

889. This movement will be executed aoeording 
to the principles prescribed No. 119 and fo^ 
lowing. 

890. If the battalion be marching in line of 
battle, and the oolond shall wish to form square 
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ifi a direction perpendicular to the line of battle, 
he will command : 

1. To form square. % On the first (or fourih) 
dimsion, form column, 3. Battalion by ihi 
right (or left) flank. 4. March (or doubU 
quick — March). ' 

891. This movement will be executed according 
to the principles prescribed for ploying a column 
by division at half distance, No. 150. The chief 
of the first division will halt his division at the 
command march. 

892. To ploy the battalion into double column, 
the colonel will command : 

1. lb form square. 2. Double column at half dis^ 
tance 3. Battalion inwards — Facx. 4. March 
(or double quick — March). 

8d3. This movement will be executed as pre- 
scribed No. 778 and following. 

894. The battalion being in march, to ploy it 
into double column to form square, the colonel 
will command : 

L Toformsmare. 2. Form double column. 3. jOoI* 
talton by the right and 10 flanks, 4. March (or 
double ^ick — ^BlkRCH). 

895. This movement will be executed as pre- 
•eribed No. 788. The chief of the leading division 
will halt his divisi )n at the oommand,»i^^. 
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ObsenaHons rdative to the formoHpt^ of squmm 
in two ranki. 

896. When the colonel shall jadffo it proper to 
have a reserve, this resenre, in a coTamn of threo 
diyisions, will he formed of the inner platoons of 
the second division. The second diyision will, in 
this case, close to platoon distance on the first di- 
yision. When the square is formed, the reserve 
platoons will move forward a distance nearly equal 
to a platoon front. 

897. In re-forming column, the first division 
will move forward platoon, instead of company 
distance. 

898. If the column he formed of four divisions, 
the inner platoons of the third division will com- 
pose the reserve ; then, in re-forming column, the 
first division vrill conform to the general rule, and 
the chief of the third, as soon as his division is 
formed, wiU close it to platoon diutance on the 
second division. The colonel may, if necessary, 
form the reserve of the Entire third ^Msion. In 
this case, the movement will he eivCutod in the 
following manner. 

899. If the column he at full dis(a&t\ when h 
shall close, at the command io foni^ .f. vav^ to 
half distance, the chief of the third ^ifi^-on will 
cause four files to hreak to the rear from the ri^l 
and left of his division ; the ^ides will close npon 
the outer files remaining in hue, and the left* gnido 
will march exactly in &e trace of the file iinxne- 
diatel^ in front of him. This division will than 
close m mass on the second diviston ; and the ohiel 
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of the fourth diyieioD will dote to hftlf distanoo 
on the same division. 

900. At the oonunand form square, the chief of 
the reserve division will command, 1. Third divi^ 
«wfi forward. 2. Owde eenire; at this command^ 
the guides on the flanks will fall into the line of 
file closers. At the command marcky the reserve 
will move forward the distance of a company firont. 
When halted, its chief will cause the platoons to 
be doubled, and for this purpose will command: 

\, Onihe centre doubie platoons, 2. Mabch. 

901. At the first command, the chiefs of pla- 
toon will place themselves in front of the centre 
of their respective platoons; the chief of each 
outer platoon will face his platoon towards the 
centre, and cause to break to the rear two filea 
from the left or right. At the command mcareh^ 
the outer platoons will direct their march so as to 
double on the centre platoon at the distance of four 
paces ; their chiefs will align these outer platoons 
on the centre, and the files previously broken te 
the rear will come into line. 

902. If the column be at half; instead of full 
distance, the colonel before forming square will 
order the chiefs of the third and fourth divisions 
to move forward their divisions as prescribed Xo« 
899. 

903. If the column be closed in mass, at the 
command to form square, the cEief of the third 
division will break four files to the rear from eadi 
gf the flanks as prescribed No. 899. 

904* The colonel will halt the CDluma ai 
17* n I 
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•8 ibe second diristoti sb&ll have gained its dis- 
tance. 

906. If tbe colonel shall wish the column to 
oontimie marching, at the command, &y the head 
of column iahe half distance, the chief of the re 
•orve division will give his cautionary commands 
in sufficient time to place his division in motion 
mmnltaneonslj with the one which precedes it. 
Tbe chief of the fourth division will give tbe 
command march at tbe instant there is company 
distance between his division and the second. 

d06w When tbe colonel shall wish to re-form tbe 
column, at the command form column, the chief 
•of the third division will command, Form division; 
at this command, the chiefs of the outer platoons 
which have doubled in rear of the centre platoons, 
will give the commands and make the preparatory 
movements for deploying on the centre platoons, 
which will be executed at the command march 
given by tbe colonel and briskly repeated by the 
chief of this division. Tbe division being re- 
formed, the chiefs of tbe outer platoons will retake 
their places in column, and the chief of this divi- 
sion will again cause fonr files from each of its 
flanks to break to the rear. 

907. If before the formation of ^e square, the 
eolumn had been left in front, it would be formed 
by tbo same commands and according to tbe same 
principles. The second division, in this case, would 
form the reserve. 

908. The column beinf; formed, if tbe eolonel 
^ottld wish to march it m retreat he will face it 
by the rear rank. The files of tbe third division 
woken off to the rear, will face about with tht 
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battali<Ai, and when ibe cc^ubib is pat in motion 
will march in front of the rear rank. Bat thonld 
the colonel wish to re-form the square, he will 
cause the battalion to face b^ the front rank. 

909. If the battalion be in line, instead of in 
oolumn, the chief of the reserve division will 
bring it into colump in such manner that there 
ma^ be a distance of onljr four paces between this 
division and the one which is to be immediately 
in front of it; and when this division is halted 
and aligned, its chief will cause the usual number 
of files to be broken to the rear. The chief of the 
division which should occupy in column a position 
immediately in rear of the reserve division will, 
on entering the column, take a distance of twelve 
paces between it and Uie division established im- 
mediately in front of the reserve division. 

Squares in four ranks. 

910. If the square formed in two ranks, aoeord- 
in^to the preceding rules, should not be deemed 
sufficiently strong, the colonel may cause the square 
to be formed in four ranks. 

911. The battalion being in column by company 
at full distance, rieht in front, and at a bait, when 
the colonel shall wish to form square in four ranks, 
he will first cause divisions to be formed, whioh 
being executed, he will command : 

1. To form square in four ranks. 2. To half dis- 
tance, close column. 3. March (or double quiek^ 
March). 
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91Sl At the fifti eoBtmand, tiie ofai^f of te 
irat diyision will oantion the right oorapany to 
faoe to the left, and the left company to face to ^ 
right. The chiefs of the other dlTisions will ofto- 
tion their divisions to move forward. 

913. At the command march, the right oompan j 
of the first diTision will form into four ranks on 
its left file, and the left company into fonr ranks on 
its rig^t file. The formation ended, the chief of 
this division will align it by the left. 

914. The other divisions will move forward 
and double their files marching ; the right oom» 
pany of each division vnll double on its left file, 
and the left company on its right file. The fbiv 
matioQ completed, eadi chief of division will 
command. Guide left. Each chief will halt his 
division when it shtdl hare the distance of a com* 
pany front in four ranks from the preceding one, 
counting from its rear rank, and will align his di- 
vision by the left. At the instant the fourth divi- 
sion is halted, the file closers will move rapidly 
l>efi>re its front rank. 

915. The colonel will form square, re-form oo- 
Imnn, and reduce sauare in four ran]», by the 
same commands and means as prescribed for a 
battalion in two ranks. 

916. If the square formed in four ranks be reduced 
aad at a halt, and the colonel shall wish to form 
the battalion into two ranks, he will oommand : 

1. Li two ranks undouhU files, 2. Battalion ouA^ 
vxirds-^YACE. 3. March. 

917. At the first command, the captains will 
Step before the centres of their respectire compft* 
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niee, and tbofle on tiM right witt oavtion tbem to 
fact to tha riglit, and thote on the left to fiMt to 
the left. 

918. At the seoond oommand, the battalion will 
face to the right and left. 

919. At the command marchf each company will 
nndouble its files and re-form into two ranks aa 
indicated in the school of the company No. 376 
and following. Each captain will halt his com- 
pany and face it to the front. The formation com- 
pleted, each chief of division will align his division 
by the left. 

920. If the column be in march, with divisions 
formed in four ranks, and the colonel shall wish to 
re-form them into two ranks, he will command : 

1. Ouide centre. 2. In two ranks, undauhU JUe$, 
3. March. 

921. The captain, placed in the centre of eaeh 
division, will continue to march straight to the 
firont, as will also the left file of the right eoift- 
pany, and the right file of the left company. Each 
oompany will then be re-fi>rmed into two ranks, as 
pre8cril>ed in the school of the oompany. 

922. The battalion being formed into two ranks, 
the eolonel will command, Ouide left (or right). 

923. To form square in four ranks on one of 
the flank divisions, the colonel will command: 

1. Ihfarm square, in ftmr r€Mks. 2. Cetumn ai 
half distance, by division. 3. On the first (or 
fourth) division. 4 Battalion, right (or left)-^ 
Tack. 5. Mabch {ot double gutcA;— Mabchj. 
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924. At tb« sooond oommuii, eaeh cbtef of dl- 
Timoa will pliMse himself before the eontre of his 
division, and caution it to face to the right. 

925. At the fourth command, the right guide 
of the first division will remain faced to the front, 
die battalion will face to the right 

926. At the command march, the first file of four 
men of the first division will face to the front re- 
maining doubled. All the other files of four men 
will step off together, and each in succession will 
close up to its proper distance on the file preceding 
it, and face to the front, remaining doubled. When 
the last file shall have closed, the chief of division 
will command. Left — Dress. 

927. The other divisions will ploy into column 
in the same manner as with a battalion in two 
ranks, observing what follows: the chiefs of division, 
instead of allowing their divisions to file past them 
on entering the column, will continue to lead them, 
And as each division shall arrive on a line with the 
right guide of the first division, its chief will halt 
the right guide, who will immediately face to the 
front ; the first file of four men will also halt at 
the same time and face to the front, remaining 
doubled. The second file will close on the first, 
and when closed, halt, and faoe to the front, re- 
fiiaininf; doubled. All the other files will execute 
successively what has just been prescribed for the 
second. When the last file shall have closed, ths 
ohief of division will oommand, X^^— Dbiss. 
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928. If the baUaKon be m nuuroh, the eoioael 

will command : A 

1 . To form square^ in four ranks, 2. On ihe first 
division^ form column. 3. Battalion, by iht 
right flank. 4. Masgh (or double quick -^ 
March). 

929. At the second command, each chief of divi- 
sion will step in front of the centre of his division 
and caution it to face bv the right flank. The chief 
of the first division will caution his covering ser- 
geant to halt, and remain faced to the front. 

930. At the command march, the battalion will 
face to the right; the covering sergeant of the 
first division will halt and remain faced to the 
front, the first division will then form into fonr 
ranks as heretofore prescribed. The other divisions 
will ploy into column in the same manner as if the 
movement had taken place from a halt. 

931. If the colonel should wish to form a per- 

Eendicular square in four ranks, bj doable column, 
e will command : 

1, To form square, in four ranks. 2. Double 
column, at half distance. 3. Battalion inwards 
— Facs. 4. March (or double quick — March). 

932. At the second command, the captains of 
companies will place themselves before the centres 
of their respecdve companies, and caution those 
on the right to face to the left, and those on the 
left to face to the right. The captain of the fifth 
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dompany w^ eaotioa his eovdriiig sergeant to 
stand fast 

933. At the third command, the battalion will 
fkee to the left and right ; at the command mareht 
the left file of the fourth, and the right file of the 
fifth oompany, wiU fkoe to the front, remaining 
doubled. The fourth company will close succes- 
siyely by file of fours on the left file, and the fifth 
company, in like manner, on the right file ; the 
files will face to the front, remaining doubled. 
The formation completedr the chief of division 
will command, Bight dress. The junior caiptun 
wil) place himself in the interval between ^e two 
companies. 

934. The other companies will close as pre- 
scribed for the double column in two ranks, ob- 
serving what follows: each captain will halt the 
leading guide of his company the moment the head 
of his company arrives on a line with the centre 
of the column. In the right companies, the left 
guides will step into the ane of me closers, and 
&e left file of four men will face immediately to 
the front, remaining doubled,. and by the side of 
the right guide of the left company. The compa- 
nies will each form into four ranks, as prescribed 
Ko. 926, the ri^ht companies on the lett file, and 
the left companies on the right file. The forma* 
tion completed, the junior captain will place him- 
self between the two companies, and the senior 
will command, RigTU dress. 

935. If the battalion be in march, the colonel 
willoomjuand: 
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1. To farm square, in four rarika. 2, Form double 
column. 2. B<UkUion by the right and left 
flanks. 4. Mabch (or double quick — Mabch). 

936. At the second oommand, the captains will 
place themselves before the centres or their r»> 
spectiTC companies, and those on the right will 
caution ihem to face by the left flank, and those 
on the left to face by the right flank ; the captain 
of the fifth company will caution his covering 
sergeant to hcdt, and remain faced to the front. 

937. At the command marcJi, the fourth and 
fifth companies will halt. The battalion will face 
to the left and ri^ht ; the covering sergeant of the 
fifth company will halt and remain faced to the 
firont, the movement will then be executed as if the 
battalion was at a halt. 

Oblique squares, 

938. The battalion being in line of battle, when 
the colonel shall wish to form the oblique square, 
he will command : 

1. To form oblique square. 2. On the first ditisitm 
form column. 

939. At the second command, the lieutenant 
eolonel will trace the alignment of the first division 
in the following manner: he will place himself 
before and near Uie right file of this division, face 
lo the left, march twelve paces along the front 
rank, halt, face to the right, march twelve paces 

f<K. 1.— 18 ^ , 
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perpendicularly to the front, halt again, face to 
the right, and immediately place a marker at this 
point. The covering sergeant of the right com- 
pany will step, at the same time, before its rieht 
file, face to the lefl, and conform the line of his 
shonlders to that of the shoulders of the marker 
established by the lieutenant colonel. These two 
markers being established, the lieutenant colonel 
will place a third marker on the same alignment, 
at the point where the left of the division will 
halt. 

940. The chiefs of division will place them- 
selves in front of the centres of their divisions ; 
the chief of the first division will immediately 
establish it by a wheel to the right on a fixed pivot, 
against the markers, and align it by the left. The 
ohie& of the other divisions will caution them to 
face to the right The colonel will then com- 
mand: 

3. Battalion right — Face. 4. March (or daubU 
quick — March). 

941. The three rear divisions will direct their 
march so as to place themselves at half distance 
Irom each other, and in the rear of the first divi- 
sion, as previously indicated, observing what fol- 
lows: 

942. The chief of the second division, instead 
of breaking the headmost files to the rear, will 
break them to the front, and at the command 
marrh, will conduct his division towards th« 
point of entrance into the column. Arrived at 
Ihii pointy he will halt in his own person, oauae 
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hk division to wheel by file to the right, instrooi- 
ing the right guide to direct himself parallellj to 
the first division ; and as soon as the left file has 
passed, its chief will halt the division, and align 
it by the left. The other divisions will break to 
the rear, but slighUy ; each will enter the column 
AS prescribed for the second, and the moment the 
battalion is ployed into column, the colonel will 
cause it to form square. 

943. The formation of a battalion into obliqne 
square on the left division, will be executed ac- 
cording to the same principles and by inverse 
means. 

944. Should the battalion be in march, the colo- 
nel will first cause it to halt. 

^945. In the preceding example, the battalion 
was supposed to be deployed ; but if it be already 
formed in column, the desired obliquity will m 
established by causing it to change direction by 
the flank ; to this end, the colonel will command : 

1. To form oblique square. 2. Change directum 
by the right (or l^) flank. 

946* At the second command, the lieutenant 
colonel will trace the new direction in the follow- 
ing manner ; he will place before the right and 
Un files of the headmost division, two markers, 
and a third on the prolongation of the first two» 
on the side of the change of direction, and at 
twelve paces from the flank of the column. He 
will then place himself before the third marker, 
maroh twelve paces f erpendicularly to the fronts 
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hall^ «&d finish trmoing the new directian in tiit 
manner indicated, No. 939. 

947. The colonel will then command: 

8, BoMUon right {or 2^)— Fa(». 4 Maboh (oi 
ciotf^ fittdb — ^Masoh). 

948. The chance of direction hating heen exe- 
cuted, the colonel will cause the square to be 
formed. 

9^9. Should the column he in march, the colon^ 
will first cause it to halt. 

950. Oblique squares in four ranks, will be exe* 
outed by the same means, and according to the 
principles prescribed for the formation of squares 
m four ranks. 

951. Whether the battalion be ployed into simple 
or double column, the particular oispositions for the 
formation of the square will be executed as pre- 
scribed No. 819 and following. The division 
which is to form the rear of the column, will be 
dosed in mass, and as soon as it is aligned, the 
nn^r will rectify the position of the guides on the 
side of the column opposite to the direction. 

952. If it be the wish of the colonel merely to 
prepare for square, he will in all formations with 
that Tiew substitute the command jprepart for 
$quare in place of to^>rfi» square, and in that caae^ 
the last division will enter the column at company 
dattanoe. 

Bemarks an ihefarmoHon of squares. 

96S, It is a genwal principle tbat a eelumn hf 
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oempanj, wbioh is to be formed into square, will 
irst form divisioos, and close to half distance. 
Nevertheless, if it find itself suddenly threatened 
by cavalry without sufficient time to form divisions, 
the colonel will cause the column to close to plar- 
toon distance and then form square by the com- 
mands and means which have been indicated ; the 
leading and rearmost companies will conform 
themselves to what has been prescribed for divi- 
sions in those positions. The other companies 
will form by platoon to the right and left into Jine 
of battle, and each chief of platoon, after having 
halted it, will place himself on the line, as if the 

Elatoon were a company, and he will be covered 
y the guide in the rear rank. 

954. A battalion in column at full distance, 
having to form square, will always close on the 
leading subdivision ; and a column closed in mass, 
will always, for the same purpose, take distances 
bj the head. In either case, the second subdivi- 
sion should be careful, in taking its distance, to 
reckon from the rear rank of the subdivision in 
front of it. 

955. If a column by company snould be required 
to form square in four ranKs, the doubling of files 
will always take place on the file next the guide. 

956. When a column, disposed to form square^ 
•hall be in march, it will change direction as a co- 
lumn at half distance ; thus, having to execute this 
movement, the column will take the guide on the 
side opposite to that to which the change of direc- 
tion is to be made, if thai be not already the side 
of the guide. 

957. A column doubled on the centre at companj 
18* o 

Digitized by Google 



210 SCHOOL 09 THl BAVTJItlOir— FA«r T. 

iistance or closed in mass, may be formed into 
9qaare according to the same principles as a simple 
colamn. 

^ 958. When a battalion is ployed, with a yiew to 
the square, it will always be in rear of the right 
or left division, in order that it may be able to 
commence firing, pending the execution of the 
movement. The double column, also, affords this 
I advantage, and being more promptly formed than 
any other, it will habitually be employed, unless 
pai^icular circumstances cause a different forma- 
tion to be preferred. 

959. A battalion, in square, will never use any 
other than the fire by file and bj rank ; the color 
being in the line of file closers, its guard will not 
iUll back as prescribed No. 41 ; it will fire like the 
men of the company of which it forms a part. 

960. If the square be formed in four ranks, the 
first two ranks will alone execute the firings pre- 
scribed above ; the other two ranks will remain 
either at shoulder or support arms. 

961. The formation or the square being often 
necessary in war, and being the most complicated 
of the manoeuvres, it will be as frequently repeated 
as the supposed necessity may require, in order to 
render its mechanism familiar to both officers and 
men. 

962. In the execution of this manoeuvre, the 
colonel will carefully observe that the divers move- 
ments which it involves succeed each other with- 
out loss of time, but also without confiision ; for, 
if the rapidity of cavalry movements requires the 
greatest promptitude in the formation of squares, 
so, on the other hand, precipitancy always results 
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{n diflorder, and in no ciroumstanoe is disorder more 
to be avoided. 

963. When the colonel shall wish to coyer hj 
skirmishers the movements of a column preparing 
to form square, he will detach for this purpose one 
or two inner platoons of one of the interior divi- 
sions of the column. In this case, the exterior 
platoons of this division and the following subdi* 
visions, will, according to circumstances, close on 
the preceding subdivision, in such manner, that 
there may be between them only the distance ne- 
cessary for forming into line. 

964. When the colonel shall be ready to form 
square, he will, in order to recall the skirmishers, 
cause to the color to be sounded. If on the return 
of the skirmishers, there be not room for them to 
form into line of battle, they will double on the 
outer platoons of their respective companies. 

Column against cavalry. 

965. When a column closed in mass has to form 
square, it will begin by taking company distance; 
but if so suddenly threatened by cavalry as not to 
allow time for this disposition, it will be formed in 
the following manner : 

966. The colonel will command : 

1. Column against cavalry, 2. March. 

967. At the first command, the chief of the 
leading division will caution it to stand fast and 
pass behind the rear rank ; in the interior divisions 
each captain will promptly designate tbe number 
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•f files iieodtoai7 to elose the iatertal between hii 
company and the one in front of it. The captains 
tt thedivisiondi next to the one in rear, in addition 
4o cloting the interval in front, will also close up 
ihe interval which separates this division from the 
last; the chief of the fourth division will cautioa 
it to face about, and its file closers will pass briskly 
before the front rank. 

068. At the command march, the guides of eadi 
division will {dace themselves rapidly in the line 
4>f file closers. The first division will stand fast, 
the fourth will face about, the outer file of each of 
ibese divisions will then face outwards; in the 
ether divisions the files designated for closins the 
intervals will form to the rlsht and left izito line, 
but in the division next to the rearmost one, the 
.first files that come into line will close to the rieht 
or left until they join the rear division. The files 
of each company which remain in column will close 
on their outer files, formed into line, in order to 
create a vacant space in the middle of the column. 

969. If the column be in march, the column 
against cavalry will be formed by the same com- 
.mands and means. At the command march, the 
first and fourth divisions will halt and the latter 
division will face about ; the interior divisions will 
conform to what has been prescribed above. 

970. The battalion being no longer threatened 
by cavalry, the colonel will command : 

1. Form column, 2. Mabch. 

. 971. At the command march, the files in colonui 
will dose to the left and right to makt Eoom te 
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those in Inie who will retoke their i^aett ia eolama 
by stepping baokwards, except those closing tht 
interval between the two rear divisions, who will 
take their places in column by a flank movement; 
The foarth division will face about, the guides will 
resume their places. 

972. If the colonel should be so pressed as not 
to have time to order bayonets to be fixed, the men 
will fix them,. without command or signal, at the 
cautionary command, column against canfoky, 

973. As this manoeuvre is often used in wai^ 
and with decided advantage, the colonel will fr» 
^uentl^ cause it to be executed in order to render 
it familiar. 



Aeticlb Fiftibntb, 
TheraUy. 

974. The battalion being in line of battle, the 
colonel will sometimes cause the disperse to be 
sounded, at which signal, the battalion will break 
and disperse. 

975. When the colonel shall wish to rally the 
battalion, he will cause to the oohr to be sounded, 
and at the same time place two markers and the 
«olor-bearer in the direction he may wish to give 
the battalion. 

976. Each captain will rallj his company about 
six paces in rear of the place it is to occupy in line 
of battle. 

977. The colonel will cause the coloiHSompany 
lo be prcnnptly estabMsbed against the markeE% 
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tad eaeh company by the command of its caplais 
will be aligned on the oolor-oompany aeo<»diiig to 
the principlee heretofore presGribed. 

978. When the colonel shall wish to rally the 
battalion in colomo, he will oaase the ctssembly to 
be sounded, and place two markers before the 
position to be oeenpied by the first company ; the 
captain of this company will rally his company in 
fear of the two markers, and each of the other 
captains will rally his company at platoon dis* 
tance, behind the one which should precede it in 
the order &a column. 



Aeticli Sixteenth. 

Mules /or manceuvring by ike rear rank. 

^ 979. It may often be necessary to cause a batta- 
lion to manoeuvre by the rear rank ; when the case 
presents tteelf, the fallowing rules will be obserred. 
960. The battalion being by the front rank, 
when the colonel shall wish to manoDuvre by the 
rear rank, he will command : 

1. Face bp the rear rank. 2. BaUaUon. 
a. ^6o«^~Faoe. 

981. If the battalion be deployed, this moTement 
will be executed as has been indicated for the fire 
by the rear rank. * 

982. If the battalion be in column by companj^ 

the chiefs of 

ilaoes in oolumii^ 



•r hj platoon, right or left in front, i 
'VMUfwoB, to take th«r new place 
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will (Mch pass by the left flank of his tabdiTOioBf 
snd the file olotera by the right flank ; the gaidet 
will place themselves in the rear rank. 

983. If the column be formed by diTision, the 
chiefs of division will each pass by the interval in 
the centre of his division, and the file closers by 
the outer flanks of their respective companies ; the 
junior captain in each division will step into the 
rear rank, and be covered in the front rank by thf 
covering sergeant of the left company. 

984. The lieutenant colonel will place himself 
abreast with the leading subdivision, and the major 
abreast with the rearmost one. 

985. The battalion being faced by the rear rank, 
companies, divisions, and wings, will preserve their 
prior denominations respectively. 

986. The manoeuvres by the rear rank will be 
executed by the same commands and on the same 
principles as if the battalion faced by the front 
rank ; but in such manner that when the battalion 
shall be brought to its proper front, all the subdi- 
visions may find themselves in their regular order 
from right to left. 

987. According to this principle, when a column 
faced by the rear rank is deploved, the subdivisions 
which, in line of battle by the front rank, ou^ht 
to find themselves on the right of the subdivision 
on which the deployment is made, vnll face to the 
left ; and those which ought to be placed on its 
left, will face to the right. 

988. When a battalion in line of battle, fiiced 
by the rear rank, is to be ployed into column, the 
colonel will announce, in the commands, Ufi or 
right in fronts according as it may be intended 
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thftt the first or last sabdiyision shall be at tht 
head of the column, because the first subdiyisi<» 
is on the left, and the last on the right of the ba^ 
lalion fieused by the rear rank. The column by the 
rear rank will take^ the guide to the ri^ht, ii the 
first subdivision be in front, and to the left in tiM 
reverse case. 

989. A column, faced by the rear ra^nk, will be 
brought to its proper front oy the means heretofore 
prescribed. If the column be formed by company, 
or by platoon, the chiefs of subdivision, in order 
to take their new places in column, will pass by 
the left of subdivisions, now right, and the fiili 
doten by the right, now left. 
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SCHOOL OF THE BATTALIOX 
AB&ANOXD 11110 umBom 



Lksbov FiBSt. 



ABfiOLS Lf— Open nakt (No. SS). 

Abtioui IL-*01om raakf (No. 29). 

AsncLS IIL— Biaaual of anu (No. 80). LoAdhif •! 

wiU (No. 81). 
AsnoLs IV.— Different flrot ^ the front rank (No. n% 

and bj the rear rank (No. §4). 



Lmmioh SaooMOw 

Abtioui L— Break by companj to the right (No. 69), or 

to the left (No. 74). 
Artiolb IL — March in eolnmn, at the eadenoed itep^ a 

oonfiderable distance (No. 164). Change of direotioa, 

(No. 231). Diminish and increase front in marching 

(No. 190). ICarch in retreat (No.170). 

TOL. II.— 19 (217) 
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ABf loui IIL— Halt the eolamn (No. 239). Form il to 
the left or right into line of battle (No. 890). Bzeeato 
this formation, the ooinmn marching (No. 402). 

Abtxolk rV. — Szecnte the oountermarch, and repeat tlM 
game moTomente (No. 351). 

Abtxoui V. — Form oolomn into line of battle^ to tibt 
light or lefl» by inrenion (No. 407). 



Lbssov TmnoK 

AwnoLB L—Break by company to the rear by the riglil 
or lefty the battalion being at a halt (No. 87), or mardi- 
ing (No. 94). 

Abtioli IL— March in the rente itep (No. 198). 0mm 
to be executed, at this gait and in donUe quick timi^ 
the diyers moTcments incident to the column in routes 
and cause the cadenced step to be resumed. 

Abtiolb III. — Form the column forward into line of bal^ 
Ue (Nos. 440, 452), faced to the rear into Ikie of to^ 
tie (Nos. 466, 480), the battalion being at a halt, or 
marching. Form the column forward into line, and 
continue the march in this order (No. 456). 

Abtiolb IV. — Form the column on the right (No. 416% 
or the left (No. 482), into line of battle. 

Abtiolb V.— March by the flank (No. 722), and form 
eempantes into line, marching. 

Abtiolb VL — The column supposed to arriTC before (No. 
175) or behind tiie^ line of battle (No. 184), to prolong 
it on that line. ^""^ 
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AmruoM VII.— QliAtigt front Ibrward (No. TU), or 111 
rear (No. 760), on the right or 1«A of oompanlM, In dU 
reotiom parpendioular or oblique. 

ABnoLS VUL~Maroh by the right iank (No. 72S)r or 
by the left flank (No. 72$). Change direction bj flle 
(No. 730). Form the battalion into line of battte, on 
the right or left, bj file (No. 785). 

Amiou IX.— PaM the defile in retreat by th« ilg|U 
^No. 709), or bj the left flank (No. 720). 



Lbssos Foubtb. 

Abtiolk L — Break by division to the rear, by the xi^ 
or lefty the battalion being at a halt or marching (No. 
102). 

Abtiolk II. — March in column by division (No. 161). 
Diminish and increase front by company (No. 196). 

Abticlb IIL — Close the column to half distance on the 
headmost or the rearmost division (No. 278). 

Abticlb IV.— March in column at half distance (No. 281), 
and change direction (No. 287). 

Abticlb V. — ^The column being at half distance, to form 
square at a halt (No. 817), or marching (No. 887). 

Abtiolb VL — The battalion being in square, to march tii 
the front (No. 854). HaU the square (No. 860). Form 
oolumn to march to the front (No. 863), or in retreas 
(No. 872). Re-form the square (No. 876). 

Amiolb Vn.— Reduce the square (No. 883). 
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most or rearmoft diviBion (No. 279). 
AsnoLB IX. — Mareh in oohunn oloflod in mttma, ttai 

ehnnge direetion by the front of sabdirisionfl (No. 28ft)» 
AwnoiM X.— Vorm the eolnmn agninei esralry (No. 

Md). 
Artiolb XL—Take diitanoei hj the head (Noe. 828 and 

iM)^ or Ml rear of the eolnnm (No. 888), the oohoM 

being at a halt or marching. 
Abtiols XII. — The colamn being by eompany, oanse to 

be executed the moyemente indicated in Noe. Z,4,5,t, 

7f B, 9, 10 and 11 of this lesson.. The column being 

at half distance, or closed in mass, to form to the lefl^ 

or right, into line, wheel, on the rear of the colamn (No. 

602). 
Artiolb XIIL — ^The eolnmn being bj eompany, fbra 

dirisionf from a halt (No. 864), or in march (No. 

870). 
Aano^B XIV. — The column being by diyision, to form il 

to the left or right into line of battle at a halt (Noi. 

401), or in march (No. 402). 



Lbsbon Fifth. 

AsnoLS L— The battalion being in line of battle, and at 
• halt, to ploy It by division into colamn closed ia. 
maaa on the right division (No. 110), or on the left dl» 
▼Ision (No. 141), or on an interior dirbion (No. 143), 
the right or left in front ^oy the battaHon marehiag 
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r in Und of batUe on the rigbi or left diyMon (No. 

Articlb IL — Execute the oonntennarch (No. 352). 

Article III. — Change direction to the right (No. 807)^ 
to the left (No. 313)| hj the flank of the column. 

Article IV. — Deploy the column on the right divieion 
(No. 614), on the left division (No. 641), or on any in- 
terior division, the column being at a halt, or march- 
ing (No. 603). 

Article Y. — Ploy the battalion into column by division 
at half distance, marching (No. 660). 

Article VL — Ploy the battalion by company, dosed In 
mass, and form it on the right or left into line of bat- 
tie (No. 677). 

Article VII. — Ploy the battalion Into double column, at 
half distance (No. 777), or dosed in mass (No. 19Z), 
the battalion bein^t a halt, or marching. 

Article VIII. — March in iMa order, and change direc- 
tion (No. 794). 

Article IX. — Deploy the column at a halt (No. 790), or 
marching (No. 800), and without suspending tiie march 
(No. 802). 

Article X. — The double column being at half distance^ 
form it into line of battle faced to the right or left (No. 
803), the column being in march (No. 807). Exeenta 
the same movement without suspending the march (No. 
810).' 

Abtiolb XI. — Perpendicular or parallel squares, the bal- 
ttlion being deployed (Nos. 889, 896). Oblique square^ 

19* 
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the bitteHon being in Ike of battle (No. 988), or ii 
eolnmn (No. 945). Squares in four ranks (No. 911). 



LmnnwK SiXTB. 

dRTiOLS L— Marcb in line of battle (No. 687). Halt Aa 

battalion (No. 635), and align it (No. 040). 
Article IL—- Change direction in line of battle, adTanoiag 

(No. 052), or in retreat (No. 081). Execute paeeage of 

obstacles (No. 082). 
Articlb III. — Oblique march in line of battle (No. 023). 
Abticlb rV. — ^Disperse and rallj the battalion in line of 

batUe (No. 974), and rallj the battalion in oolamn bj 

oompanj (No. 978). 



REMARKS 

<m THB SCHOOL OT THI BATTAUON. 

Lr ererj coarse of instmetion, the first lesson will ba 
,«seoated feveral times in the order in which it it ar- 
ranged ; bat as soon as the battalion shall be confirmed 
In the principles of the lesson, the fires will be executed 
after the advance in line, and after the various formatlont 
into line of battle, and into square. Particular attentioB 
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win b« glTea to tfiA ire by file, wliiob ii llmt pdneliMUjr 
used in war. 

Erery lesson of this sohool will be ozecafed with tht 
utmost precision; but the second, which oomprehendf 
tiie march in colnmn, and the march in line cf battle^ 
being of the most importance, will be the oftenest re- 
.peated, especially in the beginning. 

Oreat attention ought, also, to be given to the lb«nh 
lesson, which oomprehends the march in column by diyi- 
sion, and the dispositions against cavalry. 

The successive formations will sometimes be executed 
by inversion. 

In the beginning, the march in column, the march in 
line of battle, and the march by the flank, will be exe- 
cuted only in quick time, and will be continued until the 
battalion shall have become well established in the oa- 
dence of this step. 

The non-cadenced step will be employed in this 8oho<d 
only in the repetition of the movements incident to a 
eolumn in route, or when great celerity may be required. 

When it may be desired to give the men relief, arms 
may be supported, if at a halt, or marching by the flank. 

In marching by the front, arms may be shifted to the 
right shoulder; but not in the march in line of battle 
until the battalions shall be well instructed. 

After arms have been carried for some time on the 
right shoulder, they may be shifted, in like manner, to 
the left shoulder. 

When a battalion is manoenrring, its movemente wQl 
be covered by skirmishen. 
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tikifl semce. 

Wh«a ft battaUoB, iittannM kk ihUs dsSn^ shaU be re- 
4«]r«d to manoMTre is th« OTohiMoiur «f the ^9, ili 
moremeiits will be nfiUMe4 by the instnietieiii eon- 
taiaed in the third T^lnme ef tiie Taotiet for heaTy la- 
ftuntry, approTed by the War I>qpartBent» April IMI^ 
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TITLB FO0STH. 

BfJBOOL OF THB BATTALfOlT. 

fomsaoii of tiM VtttaUoD (Ko. 1). ....^ ^^ i 

Oompodtton t^d tuateh of I3i« oohtf-oseort (Ifo. 4)... i 

HoBdn paiA to tho eolor (No. 11) — • T 

Gonoral ratoiaitddhriiloiiof the gehoolonfaft%ii*» 

triMB |R0» !«)••••••<••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••^ ■ 

FiBT waet, 

AamoM I»— To open Md doio nnki (No. 12).—^ t 

Asnoui n.— Mftniiid of arms (No. 86). ........ ••..••;•• it 

Aitnu rtL— Loading d will, aad fhe Ariilgi (N^ 

»I) -.. n 
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AsTiOLB L— To Jreak by eompanj to th« right (Ko. 
69). Break hj eompaay to the l«ft (No. 74). 
Break by diy^ioi^ (Ko. 76). To break 1^ oom- 

pany, marbhing (No. 84) ».... 18 

Abticlb IL— -Break to the rear by the rigbt or left 
of eompaniea (No. 87)« Brekk to the rear by the 
right or left of eompanies, marching (No. 94). Ad- 
Tanoe or retire by tha right or left of oompaniei 
(No. 105). Advance or retire by the right or left 
of eompanies, i^arohii^g (No« 110). Adrandng or 
retiring, by the right or left of eompanieiy to form 
line t» the Ao^t (No. 11B)......w..,....m ,..*«^*i^.... SS 

J^ftfiOLM IIL— Ploy the battalion into eloee oolamn 
4 on the first dlTieion (No. 119), Ploy the hattalioA ' 
4 Intofloie oolttmA on the fonrth diylrion (No. 141)* 
<- Ploy the battalion into c)oee column on- any into^ 
rigr dixw<>f^> (No. 143). Battalion b«ng in mareh^ 
? to ploj it. into, ,oolamn on the first diTiaion (N«w .. 
Aa¥j»—— —»»»»>».»« •••..•••••••...•.••......•...•••••••..••••• ^w 



FART THIBBi 

fiampiM L-T-Hareh in eolomn at fitll distaivM (No» 
164)* Colomn being in^ march, to execvto tha 
about (No. 170). Colamn arriving in front of th* 
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« Turn 

IfaM «r Wilier to prolong H <m ^If Hue (]fo. 175). 
Ookina nrlTliif- behind the Hoe of battle, to pro- 
loBff H «n tliit Hne (No. 184). Oolnmn ftrrfYiog 
on the right or the left of the line of battle, to pro- 
long it on this line (No. 188). Hannerof prolong- 
ing a line by marken (No. 189). ........ ......... «..•• tf 

Abtioli IL«-<?o1wnn in rente (No. 198).m.... m..^.. 49 

Abticlb HL — Change of direction in oolnaui at fell 
diitanee (1^0. S31)... .• •••..•.•.• &• 

Abticlb IY.— Halt the oolanin (No. S89)^......-^.. 5T 

Asnoui V. — (note the eolnmn to half distanoe^ or 
in maw (So, 262). (^ose the eolnmn on the eighth 
oompany (No. 287). Exeeate thia ttoremen^ 
marching (No. 278). .•••» .«• .^ ••....••• it 

AmoLS VL— Maroh in eolnmn at half ^taae«» or 
doeed in maee (No. 281)....««..«..— — ..•.•.^•^•^••m* H 

Abtiolb VIL — dhange direotion In eolnmn at half 
distanee (No. 287)... •^•..•...•..•..•.•.•— ••m** it 

AnnoLi VnL — Change direction of a eolnmn eloeed 
in.maes, marohing (No. 288). Change direction of 
a column, closed in mass, from a halt (No. BOf).^ tT 

AsncLB IX.— Take distances by the head of the 
eolnmn (No. 323). Take distances by the rear of 
the column (No. 383). Take distances on the head 
of the eolnmn (No. 341)...... ...«•.•.•.•..•..•..• .....^ H 

Abtiolb X. — Countermarch of a eolnmn at ftill er 
hslf distance (No. 351). Conntermarcb of a eohunn 
•losed in mass (N ). 852) ....••.•..-•«.- **-m •••••• ••••^ Tf 
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f ART lOTJBTH. 

to f i C LM L— Manner of determioing (3i« line of bat- 
tle (no* «09)*«M»*««« ••••••••••*•••••••••••••••••••«■ M»*M*«« Of 

AmotM il— To ftyrm a eolnmn, at fall duti^^oe, to 
the left into line of battle (Ko. 390). To form a 
eokmn to the right into line of battle (So. 399). 
A eohimn being In march, to form it into line of 
halille (If 0. 4^2). To form a oolnmn into line of 
batfie, an^ to more it forward (No. 403). B7 in- 
TeMien to tiie right or left into line of battle 0S(^ 
4ffl% €ohnnn at Ml diitsnce, to form it on tha 
ri^ or left Into line of battle (No. 414). Column 

* at fUl distanee, fbnrard into line of battle (Noi. 
440). Forward into line of battle, marching (Noi. 
4ftS). Oolnmn at fhlt distance, faced to the rear 
into line of battle (No. 406). Erecnte thie moye- 
■lenty marching (No. 479) ........^. ....m 9fl 

AmtfOLM HL— Formation In line of battle by two 
■orementB (No. 4S5).. •• •••••• m.... „••••—• .••— tit 

iamotM lY.*— Different modes of forming colomn at 
half dbtanee^ to the left or right, into line of bat- 
H* Qffb. ftdl). Bj ^e rear of column, left or i^ht^ 
iBlt Kae^ wbeel^ <No. 908). Colunm at half die- 
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Uim$ Ml <^ ligbt or U% into Ua« No* 507). 
Ookuno, Bi half diaUnee, fonrtrd into lino (No. 
506). Colnmn, at half diitanco, faced to tho roar 
Into lino (No. 509).«..«..m •.••..•••.•*.•• •.m»....*..«.mm lU 
AsnoK v.— Deploymont of eolaowf olosod in masa 
(iro.510). DeplojKent on the fintdirlBion (No. 
514). To deploy, whilit marohing, on the first dl* 
▼idon (No. 632). To deploy withoot halting the 
folnmn, and to oontinne marching (No. 530). To 
deploy on the fourth dlTision (No. 541). To de- 
plojf whilst marchings on the fourth dirision (No. 
550). To deploy on an interior dirision (No. 503). 
To deploy, whilst marohing^ on an interior dirl- 

HOn ^1 0. 507)*«.M****MM**M*«.. .......M...MMM9««*«*«M m\w 

FAST wrm 

Aatietdi Xt^T»ndnaoelftllBeorh«ltIefN«.f«r)u IIS 
AnnOLB H.— OUiqnt mareh in lino of hstUt (No. 

OJD...... ... ^ — 141 

ABTfOLn IIL— Ti» hah the battalion, mareMng im 

tine of baMle, and to align It (No. 085X. ^ 14S 

ABTflBLS iy."-^Ohanfe of direetfon te marehing in 

lint of battle (No. 059) .«... 140 

Abtiolb v.— To mcreb in retreat in Hue of bntHo 

(No. $m -...— 140 

Ajmoui TL— To bah the battalion, maroMag ixg ' 

retreat, and It Cmo H to *t ftoni <No. 070)....^...« 151 

foun.— 20 
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AsncLB trn.— Clitnge of direoUon, In miHhhiK in 
retreat (No. 681) ;.....^ :.. IIS 

AmncLi VllL — Pftstage of obetaolef, adraaeing and 
retreaang (Vo.U2) IftS 

AftncLB IX. — To past a defile, in retreati by the 
right or left flank (Ko, 710)...... IW 

AmnoLi X.— To mareb bj the flank^o. 722) 102 

AnnoLi XL — ^To form the battalion on the right or 
lefk» by file, into line of battle (No. 735) ^ Ifii 

AsnOLB XIL — Change of front perpendienlarlj for- 
ward (No. 743). Change front forward on the ifnt 
•ompaay, marching (No. 754). Change of front 
perpendienlarly to the rear (No. 701). IM 

AmncLB XHL — To ploy the battalion into eolnmn, 
deabled on the oentre (No. 775). To form donU« 
•ahima, marehiag (K«. 787). Deployment of tha 
devUe eolnma» fi^ed to the front (No. 7M). !>•. 
jihfmtmi of tbe donbla eolnm** marehiiig (N«b 
801). To form the doable eohmia into line of ba^ 
tl^ fiMod to the right or left (No. 803). To form 
th» dovblo oolnmn faito line of bafttle, flMod to th« 
right or lefty marehhif (No. 807)......*...............*^ 172 

Astieui XIV.— Diepoaitiona agaiaat oaTaliy (No. 
817). A oolnmn being in mareh at foil diitaaoe^ 
t»fonifqoare(No. 887)b If the eolamn bo eloied 
Ib mim, to make dispoiitioni to form tqvaro (Now 
Ml). Tho battalioa beiag in tqnare^ lo more It fai 
NMoel/OM^ofttifrmiti arew864). To hall 
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tU iqiiuiM (How a««)> Thf MliUoii UUme ia 
•qttre, to form oelamn to nutfoh to tht front* » 
dif taooe creator tbaa thirty paeoi (No. 8MV To 
maroh the iquaro in rotreat a greator diiton— 
than thirty paoti (No. 872). Tht battalion baing . 
in fqiuure, to maroh it in adTanoe, or in rttraai» » 
difltanoo loM than thirty paMi (Na. 876). Iha • 
eokunn marohing to tha front* to marob H i« ra* « 
-treat (No. 879). The oolnmn marohinf ki rtttaa^ . 
to mareh it to the front {SSo, Stf 1). To rednoa tha 
iqnare (No. 883). To form square firom line of bat- 
tle (No. 885). Perpendionlar square (No. 888). 
Perpendicular iqnare, marching (No. 890). To 
form square bj double column (No. 892). To form 
•quare by double eolnmn, marching (No. 894). OW 
lenrationt relative to the formation of equarat in 
two ranks (No. 896). The column being formed of 
four dirisions, to place the inner platoons of tho 
thhrd dirbio^ in reserve (No. 898). Squares la 
four ranks (No. 910). The square formed in four 
ranks being reduced, and at a halt, to form the bat- 
talion into two ranks (No. 916). The column being 
in maroh with divisions formed in four ranks, to 
re-form it into two ranks (No. 920). To form squaro 
in four ranks on one of the flank divisions (No. 
928). Form square in four ranks on the first di- 
Tision, marching (No. 928). Form perpendicular 
■quare in four ranks, by double column (No. 931). 
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Form p«rp6iidi«alar tqntre in fiiiir makn, hj dotibto 
e<ftiiiini, msrehing (Vo. 935). 01>Iiqa« fqutre (If a. 
998). OUiqae fqnafe, being in eolamn (JXo, 945). 
O^nnm agsinit oftvilry (No. 995). The battalioB 
bilttg no longer flireatened by evrwhy, to form 

edtmnn (Ho. 970) «. 181 

Amioui XV.— The raQj (He. 974) 318 

AatrtoiM XVL— Bttlet fbr mnacMiTifBg by the rear 
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